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Abalone Spells Adventure

by Ray L. Abbott

1 To most people, snail hunting sounds neither fascinating nor dangerous, but-it can be
both—if the quarry is the abalone. This huge, slow moving snail is a:Wighly prized catch
for which men take great risks. Many a husky young skin diver or professional snail hunter

has met with injury or death in hunting the creature. . )
2 The abalone {pronounced as a short a plus’baloney) is a mollusk. It has a soft body

protected by a shell. It is a giant among the snails of the world; a very large specimen may
be eighteen inches long and half that in breadth. It glides over the surface of ocean rocks,
sliding on its broad, fleshy foot, feeding as it moves. It uses its filelike tongue to scrape
bits of seaweed or tiny green plants from the slippery rocks. A big abalone spends a great

deal of time merely finding enough food to sustain its bulk.
3 The abalone is found in only two areas of the ocean: along the western coast of the

United States, and from Japan to the Philippines. The deep, chilly watets of rocky shores
apparently suit it best. There the abalone develdps from an egg and goes through a sort of
infancy. Like the young of all species, it has many natural enemies; it may be devoured
by wide-mouthed ocean bullheads, bottom-feedingskates, or that terrible enemy of many
small mollusks, the oyster drili. This tiny pest, a snail isfif, crawis on top of the infant
abalone, and uses its filelike tongue to drill a hole through its victim’s thin shell. It then

sucks out the substance of the abalone’s soft body.
1 The young abalone is so vulnerable that it is protected by California law. It-may not

be hunted legitimately until it has reached a length of seven inches. Divers usually carry a

pair of calipers with which to measure abalones about whose length there is some doubt.
5 Once the abalone has reached the seven-inch length, its shell has become so hard that

the oyster drill cannot harm it, nor can any other sea creature. Besides its hard shell, the
soft-bodied abalone has another protective device. It can eling to a boulder indefinitely,
for its muscular foot never seems to tire, and it can always get plenty of oxygen into its
gills by-drawing water through the row of holes that rim its heavy shell. An abalone
attached in such a manner is extremely hard to remove. Even large dredges, draggihg the
ocean bottom for shellfish, will slip over it without breaking its grip. Men who g0 beneath
—_— ] J—



the surfacc of the ocean to hunt the abalone usually go armed with a tire iron to ptry it

loose.
5 Only a foolhardy diver will try to snatch up a slow-moving abalone with his bare

hands. Its clamping reflex may be faster than he is. There are all sorts of stories about
divers getting their fingers caught beneath 2 big abalone's shell and being held under water
until they drowned. A well-known scientist recently wrote that many abalone hunters
carry a knife with which to cut off trapped fingers should the abalone prove to be too fast.
Most stories about the dangerous nature of the abalone. however, are fictitious; in itself it
is genefally harmless. The great hazards to those who dive for the mighty mollusk are the

sea and its other inhabitants.
7 The commercial abalone hunter does his hunting between twenty and one hundred feet

beneath the surface. Usually he has full divet’s epuipment—helmet, air hose, weights for
his feet, and a telephone for communication with assistants in a boat above him. Plodding
along on the ocean bottom through a jungle of seaweed and slippery rocks, he finds
abalones of legal size as rapidly as he can, flips them over with his prving iron, and tosses
them into a sack anchored by a rope to the boat above. When he has filled his bag, he
phones the assistants in the boat, and they haul it to the surface. However, if the diver is
in deep water, he himself cannot be hauled up immediately; he must come to the surface
slowly in order to allow his body to adjust to the change in pressure. A too rapid rise might

kill him.
8 While the diver is on the bottom, he must keep constant watch for ugly moray eels,

stingrays, sharks, and octopuses. His assistants in the boat above must also keep a sharp

lookout for that most dreaded of ocean’s creatures, the killer whale.
8 This fearful beast sometimes measures twenty feet in length. It can swim with great

speed and can cut a man in two with a single bite. Killer whales Vare surface cruis;;rs,
usually showing a huge dark fin cutting the water. Because of this, they can be sighted at
a considerable distance, and their approach is a hurry-up signal for the diver to surface.
Now and then, in spite of all precautions, a diver is killed by one of these creatures. More

than one abalone hunter has given up his job after a close call in a Killer-whale -attack.
10 Why do men risk their lives in pursuit of a mollusk? The commercial diver does it for

a living; it is a difficult job, but a profitable one. Hard as it is for inlanders to
understand, the abalone is considered a delicacy by some who live on the coast, and snail
steaks command a high price in California markets. ‘Nearly a thousand tons of these
mollusks are collected every year-— an impressive figure when you consider that the

commercial diver does a big day’s work when he bags only fifty or sixty abalones.
11 For the amateur skin diver, the motives are. different. For him the greatest

fascination of abalone hunting probably lies in its challenge as a sport. Hunting for
abalone is an excellent test of diving skill. and California laws make it more difficult still
by demanding that no abalones be taken from waters less than ten feet deep. For some

— 2 —



skin divers, the abalone shell is the real prize. The inside of it is marvelously colored in

an amazing arrangement of red, blue, orange, and green. To those wiao love beauty, the

abalone shell is a genuine treasure, and well worth the trouble of getting it.
12 The hunt is dangerous, but to the divers who pursue the abalone, whatever their

reasons. the mighty mollusk is reward enough for the risks they take and the dangers they

face.

HOW WELL DID YOU READ?

What did the writer say?

—

. The creature most feared by the abalone diver is
the
A abalone
B killer whale
¢ stingray

. Abalone hunting is profitable because

I

A a hunter can collect hundreds of abalones in
a day
B abalone is a universally popular food

¢ abalone steak is expensive

«

. Amateur skin divers who hunt abalones are
primarily intereted in '
A profit
B sport

" science

N

. Being held under water by an abalone is
A a likelihood all divers face
B the result of a foolish action
C an event that never really occurs
5. Legal restrictions in California make abalone
collecting
A more difficult for skin divers
B safer for amateurs

C  more profitable for commercial divers

What reasons were given?

ti. A full-grown abalone is safe from the oyster
drill because
A it can cling to the rocks
B it is protected by its shell
€ sea creatures fear its size
7. The killer whale is dangerous (o a diver because
A its approach cannot be detected
B it forces him to remain under water

C it is large and fast
Can you draw the right inferences?

8. The abalone is probably safest when it
A s ostill an infant
B measures not quite seven inches
C  reaches its maximurm growth
3. California laws forbid removal of small abalones
in order to
A make abalone hunting more challenging
B stimulate demand for abalone as food
C  prevent abalones from becoming extinct
10. The abalone js considered a delicacy by
A most people who live near the ocean
B those who have seldom séen one

C  those who live where it is hunted

LEARN ABOUT WORDS

A, Often you can tell the meaning of a word from
its context—-the words arcund it.

Directions: Find the word in the paragraph that

3



means. hus'ky SREBHY

1. a thing that is hunted(1) mol'lusk KK B
2. valued ; cherished(1) fiesh'y FRE.RHY
3. one individual used as an example(2) fie'like % 7) LI
4. open to attack (4) sustain’ L8 HESE
5. for an unspecified period of time(5) tulk B kA&
6. not true; made up(6) in'fancy ShAERH
7. think about(10) tull'nead Kk
&. hunt; go after (12) skate AR
B. A word may have more than one meaning. Its @ys't.er. LR i
meaning depends on the way it is used. arill b4 S lacl
Directions. Decide which meaning fits the word pest Eh
as it is used in the paragraph. Write the letter in'fant REEE
that stands before the meaning you choose. wuck W, B
9. broad( 2) _ vul'nerabie B FH
A wide legit'imately S, EE
B tolerant callipers(pl. ) -F&, MEAE
C clear; open cling XF
10. sustain(2) gill BROEER
A support from below sim v, AEeeee il
B encourage dredge  H5

C keep in existence
11. natural(3)
A uncultivated

fool'hardy FFIRKI, BT H
clamp 32,4
reflex' RHHEH, B‘Lﬁ‘fﬁﬁﬁ

B instinctive; by nature plod {IEZEHE
C realistic flip over ¥
12. full (7) mor'ay ME8

A plump; round

B complete

C loose; flowing
13. copstant(8)

A faithful

B uninterrupted

C unswerving

NEW WORDS

abalone'[ 3] HeBj

sting'ray Mg MS

killer whale ER#E

cruiser 'kru;zo| K PERR

fin ¥

precaution| pri'ko:fen] TP

a close call HEREK
in'lander (I TE)PIMIAG A
dellicacy R REH
steak[steik] KHREY, ke
command vt. ISZERS: Tt

spell v, fHEL, IR
quarry| 'kwori] ¥47.383K4



NOTES

1. (}5 88 ) Abalone Spells Adventure spell & At
“bring about,mean” .
Perseverance spells success.
(HEDRE SREBRE D

. (1. 3)for which men take great risks.
take (or run ) great risks for (or of ). B XX,
B m:
He took great risks for crossing the river in such
a bad weather.
(ERRELSHRHEF KRR KT
D

3. (2. 3)1t glides over +-- as it moves.
a. sliding--- foot fil feeding as it moves ¥j & B

SR SR, fE PR RE IMURE .
b. on = depending on

b

5. (5. 7)Men who go -+ to pry it loose.
a. AREXME to hunt the abalone & 5 &4
£

b i %4 4 3E armed withe-- lowee fEPERE

WOARE , 141 g0,
c. it loose 4 pry WM A RIF

6. (6. 5)should the abalone prove to be too fast=if
the abalone should prove to be too fast

-

- (7. 9)to adjust to the change in pressure
adjust to: R F .

You must adjust to the conditions there as soon
as possibie.
(RER EHE IR i R D
8. (8. 1Dkeep constant watch for . i} 2 38 5
.
We must keep constant watch for the surprised
attack by the enemy.
(RAEHRRHAGRE)
9. (8. 2)keep (or take)a sharp look-out for, 3 &
B
10. (9. 3)because of, owing to FI due to i¥£ i, 4§
2 4R 6 R 2.
. (9. 6)a close call, 41, FEE A
Owing to your seifish spirit, I lived a close
call .

(B TFHRGERER, RATEERLE D
12. (10. 2)Hard as it is = Though it is hard

1

[

. 13. (11. I)skin diver, FEE# KR R4r .

BESK REWESE%E
14. (11. 3) by demanding that no abalones bg
taken
H1 -3 % 8] demanding By BER , that S 4 £
AR B ,should ZEATHARE T .
15. (11. 7)and well worth the trouble
a. worth ff ¥k ¥ LS 1 BB 19 IR 1,
b. well R, AN HY,B” .
“Is that book good?”
“Yes,it’s well worth reading. ”
By
“MPR L BEBE.



STRPRISING FACTS ABOUT MEN WHO TRAMP THE OPEM ROAD

The World of the Wanderer
by Brusa Van Swol

You may think that the shabby wanderer vwho comes to the back door for a h;mdout
aas no place in society. Actually he belongs to a society of his own. Itisa fellowship with
its own ‘customs, educational system, community centers, and even its own 1a:3gua(ge. It
was this basis of the wandercr”s life, this hobio code of thev'rdad,,_-that first agoused my
interest in the men who use it. v

“ One morhing i watched as my neighbor came down the highway and turned into my
barn road. To my surprize, he stopped near barn and studied something for a moment. As
he ncarqd,__'the house , he iaughed loudly and shouted . How do you like feeding every bum
in the vicinity?” . ‘

3 I conceded that we had been feeding an unusually large number of hungry tramps
ard hobos lately. Times must be getting harder, I explained, fof most of the men who

camne to our door said that they couldn’t find work anywhere.r
“it’s not hard times that brings them here.” grinned my neighbor. “You ’ve got a

sign on your barn sdvertising that vour wife has a soft heart and falls for a hard-luck
story. ” k ’
; “What sign?” Naturally 1 was startled, and I demanded that he explain. Still
laughing a little. he beckoned me toward the barn and showed me the sign scrawled there.
was Just a crude chalk drawing of a fat cat and some triangles, the kind any
ktndergarten child mighe produce. but my neighbor assured me that for all the hobos and
treanps who came by, the eryptic svmbols were clear. They indicated that any passerby
could probably get : tanuoat bere. Che cat meant “kind woman™; the triangles could be
trupshted as " A sob siors will win a handout. ” One of our first “guests” had left this
message For those who followed him.
That inedent was my introduction to the secret hobo code, and it started me doing
sare fascinating research. 1 found that the hobo code is an extremely simple one. It uses

neirier numbors nor letters;y all the code symbols ave rough drawings that look like a



child’ s first efforts with a crayon. A cirle. for instance. mean. "INathing dems - o

handouts here”; two lines pointing upwarnd mean “The sky s tae Hout - the peopie hee
are generous indeed. ” The simple symbols are quite incomptehensibie to persony who have
not been taught the code. but they are irvmediately undersicad by nebes everywhere, Tl
hobo picture language is an old code and one that is worldwide. it was probably brougind o
the United States from Europe at least a hendred years ago. Gld-trmer <01 the hobo junalos

or camps., teach it to the young punks--those who are new on the ven . For all the ren

who regularly tramp the roads, the code is an 2lmost indispensable tond far Hvin

7 Most people use the terms hodo, (ramp, and Aum interchanseadiy o Coserite any
wanderer who asks for a handout. Actually . although all three types of men may follow
the roads, there arc differences between them. St. John Tucker, former president of the
Hobo College in Chicago. defines the hobo as a “migratory worker,™ the tramp a-
“migratory nonworker. ” Another authority . Dr. Ben L. Reitman. makes just about the
same distinction. He says, “The hoba works and wanders, the -ramp dreams and
wanders, and the bum drinks and wandcrs. " Both agree that the habo differs from the
tramp and the bum principally in that he s actually a worker. He may not temain in any

one place for long. but he earns most of his living Jegitimate!l
§ There are many reasons why a man may become a hobn. Hard times or seasonal

unemployment may force unskilled workers to take to the roads n scarch of jobs. Low
mentality , physical handicaps. or old age may make steady work impossible for some
men. Discrimination because of race. coior, or créed may be an obstacle fof others. Many
men who become nobos are unable to hold a steady job becausc of severe personality
problems, alcoholism, drug addiction, or simply the inabifity to get along with others.
Then there are some -—and they arc numerous — who tramp the roads because of an

overwhelming wanderlust, or restlessness.
4 When offered his choice of two jobs. the hobo will usually head ‘or the one Farthest

from where he js. He does serve socicty in his travels; many rcustries, inciuding
lumbering, mining. and agriculture, rake use of him during their DuUsy  seasons.
Furthermote , whenever a catastrophe occurs — fire, flood, or earthquasc-- the hei- is on
call for work. He constantly seeks variety of experience, something to brag about back in
the jungles where he joins his fellow"s at night.

10 One of the basic appeals of the hobo camp is the fact that here the rover can brag
about, and magnify . nis exploits for his pecrs. The camp is Usually located in a seciuded
spot near the railroad tracks at the edge of town. It is the hobo's service center, the place
where he can eat the community mulligan stew, wash his clothes. sleep. and exchange

travel and job information on easy towns and hard cops.
11 The camp also serves as a school for those who are learning to beg when they wani

to, work when they must, and pilfer when they can. At one time these knights of the road

had a secret grip. a handshake that consisted of pressing the thumbnail in the back of the



other fellow’”s hand; if he were a hobo, he would respond by grasping the middle and
index fingers in return. Another way a hobo could identify himself to a kindred roamer
was to scratch his chin with his right hand and then pull his right ear. The other hobo’s
sign of recognition was a clenched fist placed over the heart. If a policeman or some other
enemy was apptoaching, one hobo could signal another by pressing the back of his head

with either hand and then putting the back of that hand to his mouth. )
12 These rituals are no longer in general use among the hobos; they are not often taught

in the hobo jungles today. In the new, streamlined “curriculum, ” effort is comcentrated
on teaching the novice (be he hobo, tramp, or bum) the secret code signs of the road.
13 In most ways, however ,the private world of the wanderer remains the same. His
code, his camps, his nature change but little. He goes from town to town searching for
handouts, jobs , adventure, and excitement. He fseeks the ever changing scenery of the

road.

curriculum

What did the writer say?

HOW WELL DID YOU READ? 5. Many men might not become hobos if

What was the writer’s source? . A free food were provid'ed for them
B mote skilled jobs were available
C personality problems were solved

probably came from 6. The main thing the hobo seeks in the jungle is
A a helpful neighbor

B research in books

C talks with hobos

1. Most of the writer’s information for this article

A adventure

B companionship

C information

Do you remember the important points? 7. A hobo leaves a written sign in order to
A help other hobos

B show where he has heen

C teach younger hobos

2. The fat cat drawn on the writer’s barn meant
A “The food is good here. ”
B “A kind woman lives here. *
C  “There is work available here. ” How well do you reason?
3. The hobo code signs look like

&. Hobos and tfamps are alike in that they both
A Indian sign language '

X A refuse to wotk
B letters B prefer solitude
C  are restless
3. The writer thinks that Lhe‘ hobo is

A usually a burden to siciety

C kindergarten drawings

1. The written code of the hobo is becoming
A more important
B more carefully guarded from outsiders

B sometimes a useful citizen
C a much greater part of the hobo jungle

— 8



C often a man to be envied
10. The writer intended this article to
A provide interesting information
B teach readers the hobo code
C make people aware of a social problem

LEARN ABOUT WORDS

A. Often you can tell the meaning of a word from
its context—the words around it.

Directions ; Find the word in the paragraph that

means

gift of food or clothing{ 1)

summoned (5)

secret; mysterious(5)

“essential; necessary(6)

wandering; nomadic(7)

. calamity ; disaster(9)

. isolated; remote{10)

. steal(1D)

. A word may have more than one meaning. Its

W %o N o o A w oo

meaning depends on the way it is used.
Directions ; Decide which meaning fits the word as
it is used in the paragraph. Write the letter that
stands before the meaning you choose.
9. sign(5)
A gesture; maotion
B mark ;symbol
C omen; portent
10. first(6)
A earliest
B of best quality
C most important
11. authority (7)
A one with special knowledge
B government official
C power; influence
12. steady (8)
A firm; unshakable

B calm;controlled

- eryp’ tic

C  regular; continuous
13. general (12)A
B, lacking in detail

4

'C ot specialized

NEW WORDS

wanderer & JF#E, BRI
tramp FIE ;R

shab by KEBIHHK
hand' out &Y

ho' bo BN T AL HRIK
bum PR

fail for [f]5Z R
bec' kon v. Mk
scrawl[skro; 1] WEME
R, ME
cray' on 5%, N
gen' erous JE{EAY
EAE
INRIR
indispen’ sable

old-timer
punk
RV
mi’ gratory EEBHY

take to  FF9§

mental’ ity &y

discrimina’ tion 53,

creed {HM

al’ coholism VI &

drug addic’ tion REE/RME
overwhelming ¥R AY
wanderlust 3 FEEE

lum’ ber  {RAK

catas’ trophe R M

on call B AREF)

brag about Wk

WRH
Th, AR AL
peer [ESFAYA

o R

mul’ ligan 2445

ro’ ver

ex' poit

seciude’

common; widespread



stew(stju. | EZHEW

pil’ fer

MR S

knight[ nait] &+

kin’ dred 5% ; [ FrAY
clench 1B ()
ritual[ ri’ tjud | YR

steam' tined  FALIL T
nov' ice FF
NOTES
1. (45 88) the wanderer, 218 A7 . 2 171 B EURT b

[

o

W

o

~

. (1. )1t was this basis «+-

i€ L ia, W ] 71 —— 2 A ;s who tramp the open

road = who follow the roads wandering

. (1. 2)in society il he belongs to a society

in society 1,society B H“ 27, K a[ ¥ ; he
belongs to a society 97, society & % “ 4 4, A
", .

who use it

a. “IRRIE it

b. this basis if the wanderer’s life = this hobo
code of the road; this hobo code of the road HJ

BIERELE XS this basis fEHE— L R,

. {2, 2)How do you like feeding every bum in the

vicinity ?

a. iike doing F like to do B EH TR T BT
T EWH BRI EHFR K. —Aty
F4F.

b. vicinity = neighbourhood B # H j§ # ¥ 4%
I,

- (4. 2)and falls for a hardluck story, fall for -

(125 g AT i

I fell for his explanation.

(BB T oy )

. (5. Dand I demanded that he explain {£ % _F#f

T 14,

- (5. 2)It was just --+ were clear,

might produce B % A B 4>, %t
drawing TR 15881

the kind ---

0 —

& (6. 1) That incident

for all the hobos and tramps=:as far as the hobos
and tramps were concerned

some fascinating

research.

a. That incident $§ F AR KRS
b. started me doing - 5| 3 Jo fif .-
-

This news started me thinking.

(RHBIETRHBE

9. (7. 2)wanderer, hobo, tramp, bum X P44~

A FIRE "R, REZ G

wanderer . R M —R . B % B, RARKH
B BULL WU L JE R A,

hobo: i Zh T A , 4 .

tramp: P, B 4=,

bum; =

16. (7. 8)in that he is actually a worker
that %18, 5] 4 19 %38 4 W AY, 4 404 10

I1. (9. 1Y when offered his choice of two jobs =
when he is offered his chowt i two jobs.

12. (9. Don call .| FIMEH f s 4.

1’m on call for the place the Par:ty asks to.
(IR & S R MERN T .)

13. (9. 5)back in the jungles = when he is back in
the camps

14. (;{) 2)his exploitg for his peers==his excellent
deeds for his fellow-travellors

15. (11. 2)piifer, steal, rob, snatch
XA SRBRE R HER. RRZ 8.
steal : B — A%, MW B, LBRRGA A
B FEEINAMEANTY. BTAR
8,
pilfer . /N 7N B NS
snatch . JE4R . xF 28 M 3 467 9%

16. (12. 3)the novice = the young punk or the
greenhand; be he hobo, tramp or bur;'w =
whether he may be a hobo, or tramp or bum

17. (13. 2)but little= only little
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Two Loaves of Bread

by O. Henry

Miss Martha Meacham kept the little bakery on the corner (the one where you go up

three steps, and the bell tinkles when you open the door).
Miss Martha was forty ,her bankbook showed a credit of two thousand dollars,and she

possessed two false teeth and a sympathetic heart. Many people have married whose chances

to do so were much inferiot to Miss Martha's.
Two-or three times a week she received a customer in whom she began to take an

nterest. He was a middle-aged man wearing spectacles and a browrn beard trimmed to a
careful point. He spoke English with a strong German accent. His clothes were worn and
darned in placés,and wrinkled and baggy in others,but he looked neat and had very good
manners. He always bought two loaves of stale bread — fresh bread was five cents a loaf

and stale ones were twa for five. Never did he call for anything but stale bread.
On one occasion, Miss Martha noticed a red and brown stain on his fingers and

decided that he was a struggling artist. No doubt he lived in a garret, where he painted
pictures and ate stale bread and thought of the good things to eat in Miss Martha's bakery.
Her sympathetic heart beat faster at the picture. In order to test her theory as to his
occupation , Miss Martha brought'from her room one day a painting that she had purchased
at a sale and set if conspicuously against the shelves behind the bread countet. It was a
Venetian scene, with a perfectly splendid marble palezzo and a lady in a gondola trailing her

hand in the water. No artist could fail to notice it.
Two days afterward the customet came in again,and he did notice the picture. “You

haf here a fine bicture ,madame. ”
“Yes?”said Miss Martha, reveling in her own cunning while wrapping the stale

loaves. “I do so admire art and paintings-+-you think it is a good picture?”
“Der balance, "said the customet , “is not in good drawing. Der bairspective of it is not

true. Goot morning , madame. ” . .
He took the stale bread, bowed politely, and hurried out; Miss Martha carried the

picture back to her room. How gentle and kindly his eyes shone behind his spectacles] To be
able to judge perspective at a glance—and to live on stale bread! But Miss Martha realized



that, unfortunate though it is, genius often has to struggle before it is recognized.
9 Following that incident, the gentle-mannered artist (for so she thought of him now)

would chat for a while. He continued to order the stale bread—never a cake, never a pie,
nevet one of the other delicious pastries in the showcase. He was beginning to look thinner
and very discouraged. Miss Martha became concerned; her sympathetic heart ached to add
some delicacy to his meager purchase, but her courage failed. She did not dare affront

him , for she understood the pride of artists.
10 Miss Martha took to wearing her blue-dotted silk waist behind the counter. One day

the customer came in as usual, laid his nickel on the showcase, and called for his stale
loaves. While Miss Martha was reaching for them there was a great tooting and clanging,

and a fire engine came lumbering past. .
11 The kindly customer hurried to the door to look, as anyone will. Struck with.sudden

inspiration, Miss Martha seized the occasion so opportunely offered. On the bottom shelf
behind the counter was a pond of fresh butter left by the dairyman minutes before. With a
bread knife Miss Martha quickly made a deep slash in each of the stale loaves,inserted a
generous quantity of bn;tter,and pressed the loaves tight again. When the gentleman turned

back to the counter, she was tying the paper around them as usual.
12 When he had gone, after an unusually pleasant little chat, Miss Martha smiled to

herseif. She was pleased with her daring and generous impulse, but her heart was
fluttering in anxiety. Had she been too bold? Would he take offense?Surely he would not;
there was no language of edibles, and :butter was no emblem of unmaidenly

forwardness. 7
13 For a long time that day her mind dwelt on the imagined scene when he should

discover her littie deception. Probably he would lay down his brushes and palette and
stand by his easel with the picture he was painting— the perspective ,of course,would be
beyond criticism. Then he would prepare for his luncheon of dry bread and water ; he
would slice into the loaf —ah| Miss Martha blushed at the thou;ht. Would he think of the

hand that placed it there as he ate? Would he-:«
14 The front door bell jangled viciously, interrupting the delightful speculations. Miss

Martha sighed and hurried to the front, because somebody was making a great deal of
noise. One was a young man smoking a pipe (she had never seen him before) sand the
other was the kindly, poverty- stricken artist for whom her sympathetic heart had
interceded only this morning.

15 He did not look or act like his usual self —his face was very red, his hat was on the
back of his head, his hair was wildly rumpled. He clenched his fists tightly and shook
them fetociously at Miss Martha. At Miss Martha |

16 “ Dumsmkopf1” he shouted with extreme loudness. He made a bass drum of Miss
Martha's counter. “You haf shpoilt me,” he cried, his blue eyes blazing angrily behind
his spectacles. “T vill tell you, you vas von meddingsome old cat!”



