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AFTER TWENTY YEARS

The policeman on the beat moved up the avenue
impressively. The impressiveness was habitual and not
for show, for spectators were few. The time was barely
10 o’lock at night, but chilly gusts of wind with a taste
of rain in them had well-nigh depeopled the streets.

Trying doors as he went, twirling his club with many
intricate and artful movements, turning now and then
to cast his watchful eye adown the pacific thoroughfare,
the officer, with his stalwart form and slight swagger,
made a fine picture of a guardian of the peace. . The
vicinity was one that kept early hours, Now and then
you might see the lights of a cigar store or of an all-
night lunch-counter; but the majority of the doors
belonged to business places that had long since been
closed.

When about midway of a certain block the policeman
suddenly slowed his walk. In the doorway of a darkened
hardware store a man leaned, with an unlighted cigar in
his mouth. As the policeman walked up to him the man
spoke up quickly.

“It’s all right, officer,” he said, reassuringly. “I’m
just waiting for a friend. It’s an appointment made
twenty years ago. Sounds a little funny to you, doesn’
it? Well, Tl explain if you’d like to make certain

ely ['beali] adv. JLE
beat { biit] n. HE:F

on the beat LB
block [blok] » #F, 87X
cast [kast] . |F
chilly ['tfii] adj. %8

adown [a'daun] adv. ] ik
all-night [2:l'nait] ad;. JEE B
ap mtment ( o'psintmant | 7.

art%lal(] Catlel] adj. £ARH9.4E

avenue ['zvonju;) n. K4

-

darken ['dackan] adj. {HAFHE

depeople [di'pi:pl] we. A

doorway [ 'dorwei] n. |18

form [form] n. {7

funny [lf!\m:] adj. ?Eﬁfﬂ,
EEAD

guardian ['ga:djen] ». B+
gust [gast] n. BF(XD 2
habitual [ho'bitfual] adj. 3]

hardware [‘hadwea] 2. &
impressively [im'presivli]
adv. PR IRZIHE
impressiveness [ im'presivais ]
n BRI
intricate ['intrikit] adj. 8 Z¢

lunch-counter ['iant{'kaunta ]
nlio{l:!;t&[ dzorati] 2. K
ma ma" ti] n.
£H

make certain FTHY]
midway ['midwei | adv. %
IEJ ] q’ﬁ

movement [ 'muvmont ] n. Zh

now and then A8t ;{B/R

pacific [pa'sifik] adj. T#Y

msilirin [iria'fuarigi ]
T

slight [slait ] adj. W2

g‘ﬂg t]adj. WEHEEY

sound [saund] vi. WFHE3E
speak up 3 1

spectator [spek'teita] #. FHWE
st;lwart ['stolwot] adj. B

n RERE

taste [teist] n[ :ﬁ:ﬁ} S
thoro! 9,

iy L. SRR

turn [ta:n] vi. ¥ 5

twirl [twal] . g
unéilght&d [an'hitid ] adyf, &
vicinity [v1 smau] n. fhE

wait for

watchful ['wotj'fal] adj. &

well-nigh [‘welnai] adv. J1

svgaﬁgga ['swaega]
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AFTER TWENTY YEARS

it’s all straight. About that long ago there used to be a
restaurant where this store stands— ‘Big Joe” Brady’s
restaurant. ”

“Until five years ago,”
torn down then. ”

The man in the doorway struck a match and lit his
cigar. The light showed a pale, square-jawed face with
keen eyes, and a little white scar near his right
eyebrow. His scarfpin was a large diamond, oddly set.

“Twenty years ago to-night, ” said the man, “I dined
here at ‘Big Joe’ Brady’s with Jimmy Wells, my best
chum, and the finest chap in the world, He and I were
raised here in New York, just like two brothers,
together. I was eighteen and Jimmy was twenty. The
next morning I was to start for the West to make my
fortune. You couldn’t have dragged Jimmy out of New
York; he thought it was the only place on earth. Well,
we agreed that night that we would meet here again
exactly twenty years from that date and time, no
matter what our conditions might be or from what
distance we might have to come. We figured that in
twenty years each of us ought to have our destiny
worked out and our fortunes made, whatever they were
going to be. ”

“It sounds pretty interesting,” said the policeman.
“Rather a long time between meets, though, it seems
to me. Haven’t you heard from your friend since you
left?”

said the policeman. “It was

Big Joe [big dzau] n. kF

Brady ['breidi] ». 55 #

chap [tfaep] n. /MKF

chum [tfam] K

date [deit] ». HF

destiny ['destini] n. #7iZ

diamend ['daiamand] n. €7

dine [dain] vi. fI%&

distance ['distons] . BEH

drag [dreeg] v 3

eyebrow ['aibrau] ». J§E

figure ['figo] v2. AN, 385

fortume ['foitfon] n. W=
make a fortune 4%

hear from - H~HHE

Jlmnjg Wells [ 'dzimi welz] n.
=]

Jeave (leﬂ, left) . B

light (lit, Jit) w. S8

long ago RALLRY

meet [mit] ». L

New York [.nju:'ja:k] n. f}{“]

no matter what - may-+

"
oddly ['odli] adv. TG4k
ought [ot] awz. (~ to) Wi
- BFF---
pa]e EPell] adj. BEM
raise [reiz] w. MEFE
restaurant [ 'restaront] n %

scar [ska:] n. 15)E
scarfpin ['skaifpin] n. Bl

set [ set]] (set, [set) . Héﬁ]
uare- jawed [ 'skwead o

4 adj‘.h'fi—FEsﬂ‘J ¥

stggm (streit] adj. H B

strike [ straik ] ( struck,
struck) w. IT,%
tear [tea] (tore, torn) w.

tmdm}ﬁ"F biidi-!
th&ugh [8au] adv. BB, A

used to - T ELH R
West [west] n. P5HB
whatever [wotleva] prep. 3¢

w4
work out JR&H R
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&. the finest chap in the world & FIfiiE 15.1 was to start RBE/GHE (be fo FRPUR
AL RIBIRTT RS ER L) 16, You couldn't have dragged Jimmy out of New york fRIB:
WERBFAAT LAY RBIES, AT if - “MBEFEEF - 10, exactly
twenty years E3F ~+4E OB ELERIE, HL8E . He lives six doors from here. ‘AL
ANEA)  23. have our -+ made RANAIK A EE - (have+ FiF +it BAHAGH R, &
SEMERIBNIHE) 24 whatever they - be REFIHFEES 4 (1 ik R8N 4D they=
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AFTER TWENTY YEARS

“Well, yes, for a time we corresponded,” said the
other. “But after a year or two we lost track of each
other. You see, the West is a pretty big proposition,
and ] kept hustling around over it pretty lively. But I
know Jimmy will meet me here if he’s alive, for he
always was the truest, stanchest old chap in the world.
He'll never forget. I came a thousand miles to stand in
this door tcrnight, and it’s worth it if my old partner
turns up. *

The waiting man pulled ou a handsome watch, the
lids of it set with small diamonds.

“Three minutes to ten,” he announced.  “It was
exactly ten o’lock when we parted here at the
restaurant door. ”

“Did pretty well out West, didn’ t you?” asked the
policeman.

“You bet{ I hope Jimmy has done half as well. He
was a kind of plodder, though, good fellow as he was.
Pve had to compete with some of the sharpest wits
going to get my pile. A man gets in a groove in
New York. It takes the West to put a razor-edge on
him. ”

The policeman twirled his club and took a step or
two.

“I'll be on my way. Hope your friend comes around
all right. Going to call time on him sharp?”

“1 should say not!” said the other. “T1l give
him half an hour at least . If Jimmy is alive on earth

alive [a'laiv] adj. FHEEH
anmounce [a'nauns] w. A
call time BATETEIR, L
come around B3

compete [ kam'pi:t] vi. F
con‘ospond [\kori'spond] .

each other HBE
going ['gouiy] adj. HFHEN,
EE

groove [gruv] n. ¥R, MM

he’ l=he witl [hil|{b$

hustle ['hasl] vi. Feht

Jimmy ['d3imi] #%

keep -+ ing HSE M

Iid (lid] n. &

lively [Maivli] adv. #HhH

other ['Abo] pron. B
0.9

part [pat] w. F

partner ['pactnal 2. 1hEE, f;k
it A

pile [pail] n. W47, 8%

plodder ['ploda] n. EFL 3k
FREHA

proposition [ ,propa'zifen] n.
[: X120

pull ot T

razor-edge [ 'reizareds] n. &
2RE

sharp [[ap] adv. ¥ adj. R
L]

stanch [steentf] ad;. ,:;E.xij
4]

track [trak] n. $55

lose track of - £HRR
tumn up W3, BE
twirl [twal] w. B
wit 7. L RRSEEG A
worth [wab] adj. {HH
You bet | L4R1
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AFTER TWENTY YEARS

he’ll be here by that time. So long, officer. ”

“Good-night, sir,” said the policeman, passing on
along his beat, trying doors as he went.

There was now a fine, cold drizzle falling, and the
wind bhad risen from its uncertain puffs into a steady
blow. The few foot passengers astir in that quarter
hurried dismally and silently along with coat coliars
turned high and pocketed hands. And in the door of the
hardware store the man who had come a thousand miles
to fill an appointment, uncertain almost to absurdity,
with the friend of his youth, smoked his cigar and
waited.

About twenty minutes he waited, and then a tall man
in a long overcoat, with collar turned up to his ears,
hurried across from the opposite side of the street. He
went directly to the waiting man,

“Is that you, Bob?” he asked, doubtfully.

“Is that you, Jimmy Wells?” cried the man in the
door.

“Bless my heart]” exclaimed the new arrival,
grasping both the other’s hands with his own. “It’s Bob,
sure as fate. I was cerain I'd find you here if you were
still in existence. Well, well, well] —twenty years is a
long time. The old restaurant’s gone, Bob; I wish it
had lasted, so we could have had another dianer there.
How has the West treated you, old man?”

“Bully; it has given me everything I asked it for.

absurdity [ab'sodati] ». %

arrival [a'raivl] n. FFEHRA

astir [o'sta:] adj. FEH

Bless my heart\ %K IF 1 IF
k!

blow [blou] n. F|

Bob [bob] n. #fi$h

bully ['buli] adj. $F4RT

certain ['saitn] adj. WEH

collar [‘kola] n. fXSR

directly [di'rektli] adv. 2

d'?l;nally [‘dizmali ] ade. £

3

d%ule [drizl] n. BEF, 4

exclaim [ik'skleim] vz W
filt (fil] w. BT

fine [fain] adj. 408
g;d-night [‘gudnait] n B

grasp [grasp] w. PU4E

hardware [‘hadwea] ». &

he’11 = he will {8}

Jimmy Wells ['d3imi welz]
X - FRE

old man 1,

pess on BEEETRTH

passenger [ 'peaesindzs] n. 1T

A
pocket ['pokit ] w. FA QLY
puff [pai) n. —RER,
quarter [(kwoita] 7. HB}
restaurant ['restaront] n. &
Y

rise [raiz](rose, risen) wv. #2

R,

silently ["sailontli] adv. SRER

FiE

so long TR 1,

steady ['stedi] adj. BUEH

(as) sure as fate TEFH

treat [trit] w. X

uncertain [ an'satn] adj. A
BB AHER

yo;:th (ud] n. FEEE, §
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BARULMTA, WATIE, RIS, RS, MRS

R, MFRERRE, TALRERETUMER, (7ESHE. R

F RIS, BRMERHRGHLSE, RE—KEEEE. LN
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“REHG T R BRI,
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REZABRIEE, RRSEXLNER, 0 R — =44

R—BWRIRIE, 8%, FEECTET. RABEEE, K, R

AT ARRRAE LR, 5 FETL B AREDED”

“SHR T . RABEIT H CIGARI Y], 2K, HEET ., REER

Rz R

1. e’ Il be here by that time {1384 KA), 2. passing on ++s=and passed on *-- BT

3. , trying doors as he went=, and tried doors as he went. 4. the wind had -+ blow K}
Wi SR RAE WK, 6. The few foot -+ quarter FEAET LI VRILATA 7.
hurried -+ along, 54T ; with coat collars --- hands 8K SR R HIE SUFRERS R

9. the man who has - youth, smoked -+~ who 323 R Xif, 5] 5 & B M4 M EIE the
man, EHAIATIHER smoked 0 waited, 10.an appointment, -+, with the friends of his
youth AT A HSEBH AR B A H £ . uncertain almost to absurdity Tk &30 P35
B G5 B ASEIE , B Wi BT A9 an appointment) 14.in a long overcoat %3 K XK
with collar turned up to his ears KA L8] T Hifl 15, burried across M8 (E
R o tall man)  17.Is that you, Bob? #i}, 2 #R"S?  21. ,grasping=and grasped,both
the other’ s hands ¥ 77 XU F with his own (hands) fHEH 289F 22.1 was certain I’ d find
you here REFERITEX LAF R 24. The old restaurant’s gone FRF & H B ERE
T 25.i¢ had lasted ERFEECGRIIES, AR SELHIT) .50 we -+ dinner there
B, RNOFUAEERBEKXAER 27 it has - it for it 35 the West, everything (that) I
asked it for RITHRA—4], ask a person for a thing (A E—RERFE
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