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PICNIC by William Inge. Copyright © 1953 by William
Inge. Published by permission of International Creative
Management. English-Chinese bilingual edition published by
World Today Press, Hong Kong.

First printing April 1977

Caution: The amateur acting rights of PICNIC are controlled
exclusively by the Dramatists Play Service, Inc., 440 Park
Avenue South, New York, N. Y. 10016. No amateur per-
formance of the play may be given without obtaining in
advance the written permission of the Dramatists Play Service,
Inc., and paying the requisite fee.
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THE AUTHOR

. jmln\ ERERE ', RN
William Inge was born in Independence, Kansas,
on May 3, 1913. He taught at Stephens College for
Women in Columbia, Missouri, from 1938 to 1943;
three of these five years were spent in the drama
department. In 1943, he became drama, music, and
movie critic for the Sr. Louis Star Times. In
December, 1944, he traveled to Chicagq to see
Tennessee Williams’ Glass Menagerie, “which,” says
Inge, “I found so deeply moving that I felt a little
ashamed for having led so unproductive a life.”” His
first play, Farther Off from Heaven (1947), was
produced by Margo Jones in her Dallas Theatre. His
other works include Come Back Little Sheba (1950),
which won the George Jean Nathan and the Theatre
Time Awards; Picnic (1953), later a movie, which
won him the Pulitzer Prize; and Bus Stop (1955), a
successful play, which was also made into a movie.
Inge explores in his plays the average people of the
Midwest, and the surprising depths of feeling that lie
just below the public surface of human personality.
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