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Conversations

Janet:

Zhang:
Janet:

Zhang:
Janet:

Zhang:

Janet:

Excuse me, Janet, can you help me to use this computer? | have never

used it before.

Sure.You'd better start at the beginning then.. Well, first you need to
switch it on.

How do | do that?

Well, there are two switches. One of them is on the monitor, the TV
screen, the other switch is on the main unit. OK, now we've just got to
wait for a minute or so while the computer checks itself out. All right, you
see this colored thing—the menu.

What does that mean exactly?

The menu is just the list of programs, which are on the computer so you
can choose the one that you want.

Well, | just want to do some typing, type my essay, so what do | want
actually?

You want the word processor; you can see it there. Just keep pressing the
down arrow until the black line appears on the word processor. Now

press “Enter” to select. There we are, blank screen, you could just start
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typing now, as if it's a typewriter.

Zhang: Thank you very much for your help. | wonder if you can help me when |

get stuck.

Janet:  Sure. ! will be here for the next couple of hours. Let me know at any time.

Zhang:

Zhang has got stuck and Janet is offering help to him again.

I have made some spelling mistakes. How can | correct then?

Janet:  Well, you can use the arrow keys to move the cursor under your mistake

Zhang:
Janet:
Zhang:
Janet:
Zhang:
Janet:

Zhang;
Janet:

Zhang:

and press “Delete.” Then you type in whatever you warit to correct it to.
Very important is saving your document, that is, putting it in the computer’s
memory, so that you can go away and come back to it.You see just above
the button called F10, there’s a word “Save." So to save your document,
press that F10. OK, now you can see it asks you for a name, so now you
need to type in a name you want to call your document.

Are there any rules about that? How many letters can it have?

Um, | think it's up to 8 letters.

So if I call it by my name, Zhang Tao?

Right, and press “Enter"” again, and there you can see it's saving for you.
Next time you do that, you're half way through a document, just press
F10.And it will do.

OK, it seems quite easy actually, but now the thing that | have no idea
about how to do is print it out.

First make sure that the printer is connected. Switch it on. Then you move
the cursor to where you can see it written on the list, print. Now you can
see it says on the screen “Print document?”, press “Enter.”

All right, press “Enter”

And there's paper feeding permanently into the printer, so it will print for
you.The other thing you need to know is how to finish, er how to exit. Il
go and get on with my work and let me know when you've finished, and
Il come and help you exit.

Oh, thank you very much, you've been very helpful and kind.



Passage

The Future of the Net Economy

As we cross the threshold into the next century, human society is
beginning its move from the industrial economy into the knowledge-
based economy. In more specific terms, the application of information
to the economy is best exemplified in the networking of communication,
or the so-called Net economy. This net refers to the computer network
of satellites, optic fibers, cables and telephone lines that connect the
whole world. With the click of a mouse, information from the other end
of the globe will be transported to your computer screen at the dizzy-
ing speed of seven-and-half times around the earth per second.
Generally, there are two aspects of the Net. One is the networking
between businesses and their customers. The other is the networking
between individual businesses, or the regional and even global net-
working between industrial production and scientific research. Internet
shopping belongs to the first aspect.

From a long-term perspective, Internet shopping is but a low-level
aspect of the Net, and it is not likely to become the most important
trend. After all, most merchandise is unsuitable for Internet shopping.
Besides, if everyone shops on the Net, what will happen to the hun-
dreds and thousands of shopping malls? Therefore, the second as-
pect of the Net will be more important. its significance goes beyond
that of connecting businesses. There have been reports of simulta-
neous consultation of doctors from all over the world on the Internet.
These are early examples of high-level networking.

It is estimated that the new synergy between computers and Net
technology will have significant influence on the industry of the future.
The sheer power of electronic commerce (e-commerce) will change
the face of trade dramatically. Sporting goods company Puma was on
the verge of bankruptcy back in 1992. From 1993, Puma began to
diffuse its production, logistics and marketing divisions to 80 Net en-
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terprises woridwide, and the results were spectacular. Puma was trans-
formed from a sickly feline into a magnificent beast. The reason for this
transformation is that intra and inter-business electronic links greatly
increase the efficiency of production, planning, the collecting of infor-
mation and data exchange. As the business is rapidly being rationalized,
production figures go up while costs come down.

The development of e-commerce may well bring the world into a
brand-new era of “electronic currency.” With the emergence of a phan-
tom electronic currency, everyone of us would be affected. At the
moment, developed areas in Europe, the United States and Asia have
already started studying the possibility of an electronic currency. Elec-
tronic currency is not only about currency. It refers to an entire finance
system on the Net. It includes a virtual numeric
currency, an electronic system of withdrawals,

Questions: .
o )} transfers and loans, and Intelligence Cards of all
I. What are the two aspects of the Net .
shapes and sizes. The appearance of an elec-
economy?

tronic currency system implies the emergence of
“virtual banks” and “virtual enterprises.” Actually,
the rudimentary beginnings of a virtual bank ap-
peared in the US in 1995 as the Security First
Network Bank. Although it is a small and insig-
nificant bank, it represents the trend of the future.
In time to come, we may even have to forsake
the familiar paper currency.

As the Net pushes the economy ahead
rapidly, the economy is also bringing the Net
market forward, resulting in the Internet itself becoming the world’s
largest emerging market. Of course, this is just the beginning. Although
there are many companies which made huge profits investing in the
Internet market, they tend to be small companies, like Yahoo. To date,
most companies are making losses. The Net and e-commerce will
foster a large number of freelancers, and this will affect social struc-
ture in a big way. The competition for technological superiority in the

2. How did Puma company extricate
itself from the predicament?

3. What is electronic currency? How is it
conducted through the Net?

4. How does the Net economy affect the

global economy?
5. What is the Net economy like in the
future?

.5.



Words and Expressions

threshold / '6refhould / n. |45, FHik: 568
exemplify / ig'zemplifai / v. ik, 8- -BIHE
optic / 'optik / adj. ¥
mouse / maus / n. [iT] §4R, FEHIR
dizzying / diziin / adj. iR, REHY
perspective / po(:)'spektiv / n. s (BY); STEEN);
ENE)
merchandise / 'mo:tfondaiz / n. [[2%R] B2,
54
simultaneous / simal'teinjos / adj. YT
consultation / konsal'teifon / n. [E] £32; ey

Notes

]

2
r'%—————r
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This net refers to computer network ..
8. M. E@,ﬁnﬂl%ﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁ’\ﬁﬁﬁiﬁf Eﬂg%ﬂﬁﬁiﬂiﬁo

era of the knowledge-based economy will also be more intense. This
will definitely promote greater and more efficient cooperation to main-
tain competitiveness. The highly efficient research and development work
conducted on the worldwide Net are best suited for small and medium
enterprises to band together and break the monopolies of the “giants.”

synergy / 'sinod3i / n. (¥4, HEEA
bankruptcy / ‘bankroptsi / n. B FETEED
diffuse / di'fju:z / v. &)

logistics / lou'dzistiks / n. [58); [S5g)%
spectacular / spek'tekjulo / adj. ML), KIAL
feline / fi:lain / n. ¥; BN

rationalize / refonolaiz / v. &R, SBHNE
foster/ fosta / v. i2ift; &7

freelancer / 'fri:la:nso / n. BSERAE
superiority / sju: piori'oriti / n. {1, A
monopoly / mo'nopali / n. 2247, R

. the whole world. iz 5@ D

Internet sh0ppmg IXXIJ:FI@%O Eﬂ@ﬂ:rﬁﬂ%@ﬂcrm@m

T

electromc commerce (e commerce) E@,_?;—E%o EBHMDW] SEARGSESY.

Yahoo R, @w@ﬁmtm %le‘]ﬁﬁ‘#ﬁ xeD?U'ﬁEf’E@HiﬁSZ&BUB%Z g
REWSOEEA: http:/ / www.yahoo.com/ .
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Exercises _ _
Section | Listening Comprehension

part ﬂ : You will hear a monologue. Listen and complete the sentences in ques-
‘ tions 1—5 with the information you've heard. Write not more than 3 words
in each numbered box. You will hear the recording twice.

The primary purpose of the talk is to explain to
the students

Usually, there is heavy usage of computers 2
especially during
Computer labs of the larger departments give 3
priority to
The most important rule in the computer lab is 4
While using the computers, the students need 5
to display

Part B You will hear a monologue. Answer questions 6—10 while you listen.

“ Use not more than 5 words for each answer. You will hear the recording
twice.

How does Bill Gates describe the importance of 6

this conference?

What is central to the success of Windows 7
according to Bill Gates?

What kind of equipment does PC industry provide 8
with?

How many PCs are sold each year? 9
Why is the performance of computer servers 10

increasing?

o7 e



Part e

You will hear three dialogues or monologues. Before listening to each

one, read the questions related to it. While listening, answer each question
by choosing A, B, C or D. You will hear each piece once only.

4 3

. Which of the following is impropriate to describe “robot” according to Simon?

[A] Obedient.
[B] Complaining,
[C] Efficient.

[D] Capable.

What does Simon mean by saying “work wonders”?

[A] Robot can do everything for human being,

[B] Robot can make the impossible possible.

[C] Robot can ultimately replace human brains.

[D] Robot can do many things we may not imagine possible.

. All of the following statements are true EXCEPT _

[A] robots are the most creative and powerful creatures on earth

[B] machines can do the kind of work that is physically unbearable to humans
[C] FengYi is fairly emotional when talking about robot

[D] they both believe that robot will free humans from boring work

O

When will the information highway come true to some people?
[A] it is difficult to predict.

[B] People won't attain the goal within a century.

[C] In the next ten vears.

[D] It depends on the future development.

- How would the information technology (IT) affect our social life?

[A]The information access would play an important role in one's socialization.

[B] People are able to get information about the things going on in town by

«8e



