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EDUCATION MUST BE COMBINED
~ WITH PRODUCTIVE LABOUR

- Education i our country has developed* ve‘ry
rapidly since early this year. 'Figures compiled® by the

* State Stetistical Bureau® up to the. end of* Jun , as yet5

mcomplete report 1,240 counties® with wuiversal’ pnma.ry
school education, 68,000°middle schools run bys the “peo-
ple’ themselves, more: than 400 institutions of kigher learn-

- ing® newly established’® by the local authoxities, a;bpro—

xémaitely’® 90 milion or more people atten;mgb' lztemcy

 “courses, and 444 counties in which illsteracy’® has Dbeerl
" . wiped, out sn the main. 18 The victory in the rectﬁfzcatwn

campaign'? and the -strugg gle Bgainst®® the bourgems‘9 right-
ists™® has given. rise  to®* the great leap- forward? in the

mdustry-s and agmcultwre—‘ of our country. The leap - .
‘forward, in turm,2® has precipitated® an upsurge®™ in the

techmcal‘“ and culfural® revoluiions. The- great advance -

in education is one of the signs of the hxgh tide . of the

" cultural revolution.

Two measurés® adopted®™ at the end of last year and

~early this year pushed forward® thq advance in education.

One was the application®® in all schools of the prmcxple
of combining work with study. The other was the es-
tablishment of agricultural middle schools. The practice of

working while stiudying® begins fo combine the ordinary |
-schooling® with productive labour.% It breaks the age-old,
" tradition®" in the schools of. looking down on% physzcul
* labour,® changes the atmosphere'® in the schools and has
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a very good #nfluence on* the social atmosphere. THe -
agricultural middle schools are - vocafional (technical)
schools® set uﬁ by the people themselves, on a part-work
‘and part-study* basis.® Schools of this kind meets the
pupils’ desire to continue their studies and also prepare
agricultural fechnicians.” They are compa.ra.tlvely simple
to set up and meet the practical needs of today. With-
+ out state financing,® they still lighten the economic burden
on® students’ families. Therefore, from the inoment they
were encouraged, they have been springing up*® like bamboo
shoots,** numbering tens of thousands in a few months. .
~ With primary school graduates freed from**: worry about
lack of ** opportunity for further study, the number of -
primary schools run by the people themselves has also
increased greatly and'pr;ma.ry school education has ra-
pidly become universal in many provinces, autonomous
regtans* and cities. To meet 'thfa -growing né'eds of pro- -
duction, adult*> education has also developed, the literacy
. campaign is in full swing'® and all sorts of sparetime
general and technical, schools have sprung up ¢n great
 mumbers.® This hlgh tide of the cultural revolution has
‘spread, from the countryside to the cities, where another
stream® js evident — the establishment of factories by
schools and the settmg up of schools by ﬁactomes
Now this combination’ of schooling and productive
labour has given rise to the campaign #o reform?® school
curricula®® dand the efforts to change school systems, as
\ well as®® to change the composition of the teaching staffs,*
etc. Our educatlional work is like a hundred, flowers in
-bloom,** like “ten’ thousand horses gallopmg ahead.’®
- Education ismow . breaking the bounds of® exclusive con-
trol*™ by the experts®® and of doclrinairism® to become
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the work of ‘the whole Communist Party and the people
as a whole, to become socialist education . susfed o' the
situation in our country. This transformation® has been
taking place’ under the -leadership of the Communist
Party. Snch absurdstzes‘ as “‘more, faster, betler and more
economscal reswlts® cannot obtajp in education,” “laymen®
cannet lead expetts,” “Co'nmumst Party committees do
- not understand education,” “the masses do not under-
stand education,” ete. are bemg ‘smashed to smithereens.”
Our state is a. ;broletummd;ctatorslu?,fi a ‘soc1ahstr
state. Our education is not bourgeois but socialist edu- .
cation. Socialist’ education is sncondeivable® without Com-
munist Party lea.dershlp Socialist education is. one of
the powerfud weapons®® for transforming the old and build-,
" ing the new socigty.* The purpose of the socialist
revolutton and socialist comstruction is #o do away with®? )
all exploiting classes’® and all systems'* of exploitation
méludxhg their remnants’® and to bring iufo besng'® a
.communist society in. whxch the principle ““from eack ac-
cording to his ability and to each according to his needs’'?
is carried out,”® and the difference between®™- ‘own and
country and between menial and manual labour% eltminat-
ed. 2 This is premsely the purpose of sos ,lahst education.
Such education can be ied only by .the political party of
the working class, the Communist Party; the bourgeocisie
is not qualified to lead education of this type. .Only
under the leadership of the Communist Party can educa- ,
“tional work assumie™ the new countendnce®™ that we see it
" has today C
Durmg the past few yaars prolonged debatss on*
- educatfonal policy have taken place. Many theoretical

and pracical problems®s were srttledz" at the COnferences T
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on educational work convened by the Central Commit-
tee of the Chinese Communist Party in April and June

-of this year. - .

" The educational policy of the Chinese Com£num'st
Party has always been that education should serve® the
politics of the working class and be combined with pro-
ductive labour; and to. apply this policy, education must
be led by the Communist Party. This is the direct opposite
of* the educational policy of the “bourgeoisie. Bour-
geois education is led by -bourgeois polsticians* it serves
the politics of the bourgeoisig, that'is, it serves the dic-
tatorship of ihe bourgeoisie; it is incompatible with® pro-
letarian dictatorship. Under the socialist system, the
bourgeoisic dare not advocate® directly and openly .that
education should be led by bourgeois politicians and be
3 weapon against the proletarian dictatorship; it can
only put forward® the hypacritical ® decepbive® propositions®
that “education should be JeZ!! by experts” and “education
for education’s sake,”* with the aim of '® preventing edu-
cation from serving the proletarian dictatorship. In our
socialist country, therefore, the educational policy advo-
cated by the bourgeoisie is embodied in** ‘the propositions
“education for education’s sake,” “mental and manual
work are separate” and “education should be led by
experts.” , ’ ‘ ) .

Education is, first and’ foremost,*s the transmission'®
and acquisition'” of knowledge. But what is knowledge?
What i$ the purpose of transmitting and acquiring know-
ledge?. We Qommfmisis inberpref!® these questions dif-
ferently from the bourgeoisic. Most hourgeois pedagogués“’
hold® that only book knowledge is knowledge and that
practical experience cannot be regarded as** knowledge.
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Thefy therefore fake the view® that education rixea,ﬁs reaG-

ing books; the more a man reads. the more knowledge

he has and those possessing book kmowledge are of a
higher order2 ~As for productive labour, particularly
manual labour and mamial workers, they think alt this

13 .humiliating and leading one fo nowhere.* There are

other beurgeois peda.gogues who maintain®. that education -
is life and vice versa.® They do not understand life as’
ihe practice of class struggle and struggle for production,
nor’ do they stress® the importance of® theory. So in the
end they write off*° 10 ¢dycation in effect.’* These fwo sefs?®
of bourgeois views, though they appear to be dmmemcally
opposed to each other, stem from' the same r00t.3 They
1mply that there is no class differentiation'® among humasn
Zwmgs" and that gbedazgogylg is a branch of lear mng19 that
‘stands above classes.™

¢ We Communists view® the question differently. We

believe that pedagogy is a branch of social sciences. Al

the’social Sciences must be gwided by** politics, and edu-

. cation is no exoception. People require education to wageﬁ3 -
_the class struggle and the struggle ;for productmn We

believe «there are only two kinds of knowledve in the
world. One is knowledge of the class struggle. The

~ class struggle isc the'struggle between groups of men of

different economic status®* and this has already exssted®s
for several thousand years. In the present period® of

- $ransition®™ In‘our country, there is still class struggle. In

the future, when classes no longer®® exist,” even though*®
there will be no class struggle, there will still be conira-
dictions among the people . therefore,: for ten thousand
years 1o come there will still be poisomous weeds, that

is, there will be struggls between #uh®* and falsehood;™.
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between the admncedl and the backward,® between those
‘who promote® and those who zmpede* the development
~of the productlve forces.

The’ other kind of knowledge is the knowledge of
the struggle for production, that is, the knowledge men
gain in their struggle against nafure.® Ph;losophy" is
the summing up’ and generalization® of the two ‘kinds

' of knowledge. The importance of ph110<ophy consists in’
the fact that the philosophy of dialectical; matermhsmm
provides men with*! a correct way of thinking.’* The essen-
‘tial distinction’® between nlen ljes not it differences of
“disposition’’'s or personality;,'® but, first of all, 17 in their
different class standpognis'® anG, in addition,' their ways
of thinking. Class standpoints and ways of thinking are
interrelated®® and at the same time are distinct from each
" other. KErrors ofien emanate from®* two sources®® — class
. origin*® and the way of thinking. To avoid making great
errdrs or.fo commat fewer errors,** people must study po-
- litics and philesophy.

We Communists also maintain that there- are two
kinds of ome-sided,”® fragmentary®® knowledge. One is bock
knowledge completely divorced *’rom-7 practical activity.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung says: ‘““What sort of knowledge
is the bookish information®® of the students? Gramted that™®
their information is entirely®® true knowledge. it is still
not knowledge acquired through their’ own personal®t
experience but only a matter of theories written down
by their forefathers to sum up the experiences’ of " the
struggle for production and of the struggle between
classes. It is entirely necessary that they should snkerit*®
“this kind of knowledge, but it must be’ understood that
m a ceviain sense3"’ such knowledge is fo them still some-

13
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thing one-sided, something which has been wverified' 'by.
others but not yet by themselves. The most important
thmg is that they should be  well versed sn®> applying
such kmowledge in life and practice. Therefore, 1 should .
advise those who have only bookish knowledge but little

or no practical experience that they should (s aware of®
their own shomcomings' and be modest,”® - ‘

, Experierice without theory, which is usually percep-
tual® or partial’ is also a kind of one-sided, fragmen-
tary knowledge. Comrade Mao. Tde-tung says: “Those
comrades whe are emgaged in® practical work will also
' come to grief? if they misuse!® their experience. True, these
. comrades are often 7ich in't experignce, which is cértainly

valuable ? but it would be a great danger if they should«
rest coulend with'® such’ experience. They ought to realize
that their knowkdge is usually perceptual and partml
and that they lack ‘rational’* and comprehensivel® know-
ledge; in other words,** they are nof eguipped with'? theory,
and their knowledge * is thus comparatively incomplste.
-Wltnout cothparatively complete knowledge it is impos-
sible  to do tevolutionary work well.” What is then
compa.ratlvely complete knowledge? Comrade Mao Tse-
tung says: “There is only one kind of true theory in
the world, the theory that is dfawn from objectsve reality'
and then in turn Werified by it; nothing else can be call-
ed theory in our sense.” «All comparatlvely complete
knowledge is acquired through two stages,™ first the stage
of ‘perceptual knowledge and secondly the stage of ra-
. tional knowledge, the latter™® being the development of #he
former™ to a higher pigme.’”* “There are two kinds of |
incomplete .knowledge: one ‘is knowledge already con-
tained in books and the other is knowledge which ‘is

.15



