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UNIT 1

ARE YOU LEFT — HANDED

I.BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Left-handedness refers to the way people use their left
hands more than the right ones'. Left- handedness, like right-
handedness, is considered as an inborn characteristic or quali-
ty, which one” is born with. Babies and young children are
often able to use right hand and left hand equally well, but
by mid-childhood; that is,about five or six years old, they
develop a preference or a liking for one hand. Estimates of
the number of left-handers range from a low of 2% of the
world’s population to a high of 30%, but the most widely
accepted estimate is about 8% to 10%.

Although the subject of handedness has been studied by
Aristotle and Plato, it was not until 1648 that an English phys-
ician related handedness to the brain. It is now known that
when the right side of a person’s cerebrum (K fii )is dominant
over the left, the person is left-handed. Similarly, when the left
side dominates , the person is right-handed , Left-handed pe-
ople have difficulty using devices designed for right- handers,
such as many scissors,clothes irons, golf clubs, and fishing reels.
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But nowadéys some shops also sell such devices which are es-
pecially designed for left - handers.

II. CLASSROOM PROCEDURE

1. Before Reading

Do BEFORE READING 1 on p 1. Other warming-up
questions can also be asked:
(1) Is there anyone in the class who is left-handed?
(2) Is there anyone or any relative in your family who is left-
handed?
(3) Have you found something strange with the left-handed

people?
2 . Information Reading

(1) Do BEFORE READING 1 (B).
(2) Read the text again and then do COMPREHENSION

2 (a)and (b).
3 .Study Reading

The text ¢an be divided into five parts. Further reading

tasks are as follows :
Read paras 1 and 2 and fill out the following charts:

Disadvantage of left- handedness Advantage of lefi-handedness

(Most tools and implements , such | (Throwing .kicking punching or
as scissors ,tin- openers ,etc .are batting from the left side

] . may disconcert opponents who are
desingned for right-handed people ) | more accustomed to dealing with
| right- handed players . )
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Read paras 3 and 4 and complete the following sentences :
The word "left” (is generally associated with bad mea-
nings ) ', s0 that (many left-handed children were

forced to use their right hands ).

Read para S and fill the blanks with the right information:

Age Bandedness
Young babies before the age of 5 | (use both hands.)
Children at the age of 5 or 6 (become right- or left-handed . )
Most adults (are not a hundred percent
right- or left-sided .)

Read para 6 and answer the following question:
(1)How can you tell whether a person is right- or left-

handed ?
(Three type of actions : involving one hand, covering two

hands, posture)
(2) Students may be asked to demonstrate these three types of

actions mentioned in the passage.

Read para 7 and do Ex 3.

4. Language Points

L1 The majority of people — about nine out of ten
The majority of people or things in a large group is a num -
ber of them that form more than half of the large group.

Examples:
~ The great majority of incomes consist of wages and salaries.

~The majority of students recognize the importance of dic-
tionaries when studying English.
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L1 nine out of ten: ninety percent; nine tenths; mostly or mainly
LL1 -3 Until recently , people who .. .to use their right hands:
Left - handed people used to be considered strange for a long
time and left-handed children were given much encouragement
or even urged not to use their left hands but right ones instead.
L3 Today lefi- handedness is generally accepted: Today lefthan
dedness is generally agreed to be acceptable or reasonable.
L3 accept vt. ,

If you accept something that you have been offered, you say
yes to it or agree to take it.

Examples:

— He readily accepted our invitation.

—1 thanked him and accepted his gift.

— Her article has already been accepted for publication.
L3 encourage vt.

If you encourage someone, you tell them that what they are
doing is good and give them confidence to do something.

Examples: '

—He seemed to like me and encouraged me.

— The teacher encourages the children to paint pictures.

— Her husband encouraged her to get a car.

~ His success encouraged me to try the same thing.
L3 advantage n.
(1) An advantage is something that puts you in a better posi-
tion than other people.

Examples:

— Our university has many advantages.

— Having a computer can be a big.advantage.
(2) Advantage is also used in the following expressions: ‘have
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the advantage over (of )... or ‘give someone the advantage
over (of) ...” means someone is in a better position than
others are.

Examples:
— His strength gives him the advantage over us.

—You have that advantage of me.
(3) If you take advantage of someone or something you treat
them unfairly or make good use of it.

Examples:
— The man took advantage of the poor woman’s ignorance

and bought the picture for five shillings.
— The son took advantage of his sick father and got all the
money away.
— We took advantage of the dry weather to paint the house.
L4 disadvantage n.
A disadvantage is a factor in someone’s character or in a sit-
uation which causes difficulties or problems.
Examples:
— The disadvantage of this plan was that it needed more peo-

ple.
— His bad health is a great disadvantage to him.

LS design vt.

When you design something, you plan and create a picture
of it in your mind and you make a detailed drawing of it from
which it can be built or made.

Examples:

~ The house was designed by young builders.

~ Who designed this new dress?

— This dictionary is designed for foreign students.
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L6 by contrast (in contrast)

The phrase is used when you want to indicate how different
one thing or person is from another thing or person that you
mentioned earlier. ‘

Examples:

— By contrast, our use of oil has increased greatly.

—Karl, in contrast to other boys, is very clever with his

hands.
L7 disconcert vt. v
If something disconcerts you, it makes you feel uneasy or
embarrassed.
Examplé:
— His cold stare disconcerted me.
LL8 -9 This is why, in ...as a whole.

This is ( the reason) why the proportion of left-handed
players to right-handed ones in most ball games is, generally
speaking, higher than that in the whole population.

L8 deal with

If you deal with something that needs attention, for example
a situation or a problem, you do what is necessary to achieve
the result you want. '

Examples:

— They learned to deal with any sort of emergency.

— There are too many difficulties for us to deal with.
L8 accustomed adj. (be accustomed to)

If you are accustomed to something or to something hap-
pening, you are used to it or are familiar with it.

Examples:
—1 am not accustomed to eating nothing but fruit and



Unit One 9

vegetable.
— My eyes became accustomed to the strong lighting.

L9 proportion n.

A proportion of a whole thing or group is a part of it; used
when you are thinking about the relative sizes of the part and
the whole.

Examples:
— What proportion of your wages do you spend on rent (}&

)2
— There is always a proportion of the crowd that wants to
make trouble.
— Mix water and sand in the proportion of three to one. '
Other useful expressions: in proportion, out of proportion.
L10 as a whole (in general ) SE¥E IS '

If you refer to something as a whole, you are referring to it
generally and as a single unit.

'Examples:

— We must consider these matters as a whole.
— Is this true just in India, or in the world as a whole?
— We must view the situation as a whole.

L11 whereas conj. (while)

You use ‘Whereas’at the beginning of a clause in which you
mention something that contrasts with what you mention in the
other part of the sentence, especially when the two things are
similar in some way;a fairly formal word.

Examples:

~Humans are capable of error whereas the computer is

not.
— Radar employs radio waves whereas sonar ( %4 ) uses



