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Reading Lessons



Lesson One

Learning a Language

In schools all ;)ver the world boys and girls are
learning foreign languages. Many grown-ups are doing
so in their spare time. Everybody knows. his own
language, but to know another is very useful.

Which is the best way to learn a language? We
should remember that we all learnt our own language
well when we were children. If we could learn a sec-
ond language in the same way, it would not seem so
difficult. Think of what a small child does. It listens
to what people say and it tries to imitate what it
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hears. When it wants something, it has to ask for it.
It is using the language. It is talking in it and think
ing in it all the time. If people had to use a second
language all the time, they would learn it quickly.

It is important to remember, als'o, that we learn
our own language by hearing people speak it, not by
seeing what they write. We imitate what we hear. In
school, though you learn to read and write as well as
to hear and speak, it is best to learn all new words
through the ear. Of course, you must learn to read
them, spell them, and write them, too.

A man who stuttered once went to a shop where
they sold birds. He wanted to buy a parrot, a bird
which we can teach to speak. He said to the shop-
keeper: “Have you g-g-got a p-p-parrot that can t-t-talk
English?”

“Yes, sir, ” answered the shopkeeper. “Here’s a
fine green one that will understand everything you
say to it.”

So the man bought it. But a few days later he
took it back to the shop.

“This b-b-bird can’t t-t-talk,” he complained. “It
can only st-t-tutter.”

This may just be a story, but there is some truth
in it.



Notes to the Text
grown-up n. REAN, XAEREE  to grow up(l

BB AE) XA 1B 2B L 3K B

Xiao Wang has grown up.

MEERKEAT,

He is now a grown-up.

REANABREAT,

‘We should remember that we all learnt our owﬂ

language well when we were children.
BAPLIZIE:, RIOEBREIJLEMBIEH T HIEE (RKR
B) #ire.

FHRE-ANAEZAPOHENTD: EOR We
should remember, i that 5|RfEEHIY R EIER
&, MHBXEBE—/ &M learnt BB HRIEN D
when we were children.

If we could learn a second language in the same

. way, it would not seem so difficult.

BRI RN X RFEI-HEES, PERTE

- BRINBET.

e

XHB A could ... would #RFBINER,
It listens to what people say and it tries to imi.
tate what it hears.
o () W7 A 8.8, 3 ELIR BB s (b ) BFOR 30 093,
child(JLE), T BBH&H BEREXE AR
it A,
% what RN, LAS B84 that which,
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iX®, 7£ It listens to what (= that which) people
say ... H1,that f§ listen to fy3iE which 2 that
ACIA, e say #y5%iE, what —5 T, KRR
fRi7l, 7E it tries to imitate what it hears f1, what
e imitate F1 hears MBE, 2 X Z (LA,
LR 5T i B 4
Please tell us what it is. (what ZEE[EHLID
W IR 4,
Please tell us what you’ve heard. (what xR
i
AR IRIT B /et 5 IR 3 AT,

. It is talking in it and thinking in it all the time.

fth i) B2 (B 2 X AME B B0IE, B %,
Fon RTEMEE ISR S, AT in,

. It is important to remember, also, that we learn

our own language by hearing people speak it, not
by seeing what they write.
R — AR B (R R E 2 Eif): e
WAL AR GBI A BHF24 8 O Wis &/,
Srifl by X BERHEMTR", MIRs—p
& HITSAIE; SR AN, %5 3 BB (A5
iy -ing JBX), Hidm: '
We can never learn a foreign language only
by studying its grammar.

- In school, though you learn to read and write as

well as to hear and speak, it is best to learn all
new words through the ear.
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FEE R RBAB R UL WF AT, BRI
H Ak E Fid,

A man who stuttered once went to a .shop where
they sold birds.

— AT AN — R E B — K BT E,

SNR-NEHT AN ENEAT, TR A
man once went to a shop; who stuttered F1 where
they sold birds ¥4 EIEMND, HHEM a man )
a shop,

He wanted to buy a parrot, a bird which we can
teach to speak.
oL — R, —HRIVTTUAK B RIENE,

ixH,a bird £ a parrot #[E]{iiE, which we
can teach to speak Z#ffi a bird BEIEMNT, XA
{317 which #At A that &, 4n:

Have you got a bird that can talk English?
fHE EMN T P AYRIE AIRR AR which (that) afpL
Ak

Here’s a fine green one that(ZiEMTHME
{8, 974 %) will understand everything (which;

that "[A%5%) you say to it

Grammar

EBEME (The Attributive Clause) (I)
SEi (The Attribute) RA4yT b 4 L) MM 5Y»
FEZETE o, X P A0 AR 2 AT AR 837, %3 18 8650 1), Bl 4ns



This is a good book.
XE—A 4,
It is a book of three hundred pages.
LR~ A T H T,
This is the book (which, that) 1 want to bor-
Tow.
WERAERE BN, |
L =hrh, B4R book My k—A 1 IEEH, B
—A o34y, REIERM, XM FRAEIENT: 8
1 T Yy 2217 (S AR BR b 61717 (antecedent), %4717
AR R b RS REREE, |
ALAH: 1) WEFHSTRIECIEA AR,
— BT RATIRZA, MRIENEEND—RELTR
ZJG; 2) FEXIEP, 4 that, which SFREIHEIE
WA X FRAR AR R, &— BT HAGHTLE,
REEREMER. XRTNAME, —EXARFRela-
tive Pronoun), fmwho, whom, which, that, what;
—&XA&H (Relative Adverb), & when, where,
1) XEREMAEE
i) who #5 A, EEIEMDREEE, Hlm

The comrade who wants to see you is here.

This is the comrade who wants to see you.
Do you know that comrade who wants to see
me?

i) whom 8 A, 7EAE MAHRIE" . B,

MEBAKIE D, whom BEHTAH who FIR; B M S REF
.
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The comrade whom you want to see is here.
This is The comrade whom you want to see.
Do you know the comrade whom I want to

see?

iii) which 34, EZEMNDPATHEIERE IE. B
an:
The book which you want to buy is sold
out. ‘

This is the book which won the prize.
I've got you the book which you wanted to
borrow.
iv) that 9 {/% who, whom, which & /%,
2) XFZAAMHMHE
#1 when 1 where 515 MEiE M4, 2 BIUHA
Bf [RFl . when 1 where 42 878 I £ rp fB0IR B,
when = at/on which(time, moment, day, etc.);
where = in/at which (place), ffijZn:
July 7th, 1937 is the day when the Anti-
Japanese War broke out.
While I was in London, I visited the house
where Marx lived and worked.

A man who stuttered once went to a shop
Where they sold birds.
2. %FEMiT What .
What Sk R RGN, ¥ 517185 X R1A4 H—A,

* that & which £k LM B, KLU VS,
o 8§ o



#% T that which, & the thing(s) which, B3
F4yh i EiE RIERRIE, MNDPRHEE RIEERR |

&
&l

an:

Think of what (= the things which) a small
child does.

(what #3441 of #y% % — the things,
B HiRiE does ByiE—— which)

It listens to what (= that which) people say. .
(what 4 IRIERIE listens to WEiE—
that, R AHIBIE say AYEiE— which)
What is done is done. (That which is done

is done.)

(what MM HEE)

Exercises

. Answer the following questions about the text in

writing:

1) Are only school-children learning foreign lan-
guages? '

2) We all learnt our own language quite well

3)
4)

6)

when we were children, didn’t we?

How does a child learn to speak?

What, in the author’s opinion, is the best way
to learn a foreign language? .
What truth is there in the story about the stut-

terer and his parrot?



6) What difficulties do you have in your English
study? How are you trying to overcome
([,ouvo'kam] »t. 3JR) them?
2. Translate, making use of words and expressions
‘given below:
1) R am B F AT R |
2) EEZJU—MINEMBTHHERRELRBLE,
8) YW —ERIFRFERIBHNE, CEEEREE R,
BABAREEZTHE, HE CEHRAET,
4) BREGTHRADEHARENE RkehngeT,
5) RIEBZHETHABRABETHRE,
6) /IMELERFHNE ELKHREXEFNSBER,
) —EEE, RBICHEE:
— LSRR PR, XA
8) WA « thiF Wi RATLAE R B (fool[fu:1]
ol ik B FEMBA SERF-HBHA A
B TREAERFETEHA,
(to learn to do something, to teach someone
to do something, the best way to do something,
all the time (some of the time—ff) to seem,
to have to, imitate, in one’s spare time, once,
to remember, of course, to tcuch someone to
read and write)
8. Learn to make sentences with words and expres-
sions given above.
4. Translate the text into Chinese.
5. Translate, using attributive clauses;
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2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

7 3

8)

Bll/i Mgk i BT R REEZER,

Vrit 3 LRI — 2 BB AT R 5 8 2k
WAECRE, 20T BB K FEEED I T

A Sl vk B R AT T BROR

R E IR RE LA BDAERT .

FoA LD ERIRREB)T—RREXD F R & B~
Ko

Xk A FWE R B f A A3 TR 1 R R4 43,
FEZRAEDNEZ K A I EE M,

6. Make complex sentences consisting of attributive
clauses,
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