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CHAPTER 1

CHISWICI{ MAT.L:

sunshiny morning in June, there drove up to the great iron
gate of Miss Pinkerton’'s academy for young ladies, on
-Chiswick Mall, a large family coach® with two fat horses
3 i blazing harness, driven by a fat coachman in a three-
“ garnered hat and wig, at the rate of four miles an hour,

‘toachman, uncurled his bandy leg,® as soon as the equipage
iima up’ opposite Miss Pinkerton’s shining brass plate, and
. 'he pulled the bell, at least a score of voung heads were

%mck house. Nay, the acute o’server might have recog-
aised the little red nose of good-natured Miss Jemima Pine
.* - &erton herself, rising over some geranium-pots® in the window
2y nf that lady’s own drawing-room,

N3 8T is Mis, Sedley*s coach, sister,” sajid Miss Jomima.

,«coachman has a new red waistcoat.” *
“Have you completed all the necessary preparations
WM t0® Miss Sedley’s departure, Miss Jomima?” asked
m Pigkerton herself, that majestic lady; the Semsramis®
; Qf Hamamersmith,** the friend of Doclor Johnson,' the coc-
= zespondent of Mrs. Chapone® herself.
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A, black servant, who reposed on the box® beside the fat.

*_seen peering out of the narrow windows of the stately old -

_ "Siimbo the black servant, has just rung the bell; and the .
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“The girls were up at four this morning, packing her
trunks, sister,” replicd Miss Jemima; “we have made her
a bow-pot.™

“Say a bouquet, sister Jemima, "tis more genteel.”

“Well, a booky! as big almost as a hay-stack; I have

put up two bottles of the gillyflower-waler® for Mrs, Sedley,
and the receipt® for making it, in Amelia’s box.”

“And T trust, Miss Jemima, you have made a copy of
Miss Sedley’s account. This is it, is it? Very geod—
ninety-three pounds, four shillings. Be kind enough* to ad-
dress it to John Sedley, Esquire,® and to seal this Hilles
which I have written to his lady.”

In Miss Jemima’s eyes an auntograph letter of her sister,

Miss Pinkerton, was an object of as deep veneration as .

would have been a letter from a sovereign. Only when
ber pupils quitted the establishment, or when they were
about to be married, and once, when poor Miss Birch died
of the scarlet fever, was Miss Pinkerton known to write
personally to the parents of her pupils; and it was Jemi-
ma’s opinion that if anything couid console Mrs. Birch for
her cdaughter’s loss, it would be that pious and elogquent
¢omposition in which Miss Pinkerton announced the event.
. In the present instance Miss Pinkerton’s “billet” was
fo. the following effect: —7 X
“The Mall, Chiswick, June 15, 18—

“Mapay, — After ler six years’ residence at the Mall, I
have the honour and happiness of presenting Miss Amelia Sedley
toher parents, as a young lady not unworthy to occupy a fitting
position in their polished and refined circle. Those virtues

— e - -
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which charactetise the young English gentlewoman, those accom-
L piishments which become ker birth and station, will not be found
wanting in the amiable Miss Sedley, whose indusirv and obediencs
have endszarcd her to her instructors, and whose delightful
sweetness of temper has chormed ber aged and her vouthful com-
pantons.

of embroidery apd needle-work, she will be found to have realised
her friends’ fondest wishes. In geography there is still much to
be desired; and a careful and undeviating usc of the backboard,t
for iowr hours daily during the next three years, is recémmended

| carridge,® so requisite for every young lady of fashion.

he found worthy of an establishment which has been honoured

" by the presence of The Great Lexicographer ® and the patronage

' of the admirable Mrs. Chapone. In leaving the Mall, Miss Amelia

.  carries with her the hearts of her companions, and the affectionate

:egmds of her. mistress, who has the honour to subscrite herself,
“Madam,

“Your most obliged humble servant,

e “Barnara Prvgerton
... - P, S4_ Miss Sharp accompanies Miss Sedley. It is par-
ticularly requesied that Miss Sharp's stay in Russell Square may

- 1is engaged, desite to cwm-ﬂ themselves of% her services as soon as
. possible.”

.~ This letter completed, Miss Pinkerton proceeded to
write her own name, and Miss Sedley’s, in the Sly-leaf® of

invariably presented to her scholars, on their departure

1. "bekbod] m HE, 22404 AR RBSILE WM —FT R, 2. REMXE.
3. HAURE WL, AR NEEK. 4. postsoript 285, (BB LAE) HE,
XRe 8 RN 6 EEBMSSSMNSAE kA

“In music, in dancing, in orlhograpliy, in every variety

.. s necessary to the acquirement of that dignified deporiment and _

- “In the principles of religion and morality, Miss Sedley will

. not exceed ten days. The family of distinction with whom she.

a Johnmson’s Dictionary —the interesting work which she -

.
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from the Mall. On the cover was inserted a copy of “Lines
addressed to 2 young lady on quitting Miss Pinkerton’s
school, at the Mall; by the lafc! reverad Doctor Samuel
Johnson.” In fact, the Lexicographer's name was always on
the lips of this majestic woman, and a visit he had paid
to her was the cause of her reputation and her fortune.
Being commanded by her elder sister to get “the Dijc-

tionary” from the cupboard, Miss Jemima had extracted:

two copies of the book from the receplacle in guestion.®
When Miss Pinkerton had finished the inscription in the
first, Jemima, with rather a dubious and timid air, handed
her the second. ‘

“For whom is this, Miss Jemima?” said Miss Pinker-
ton, with awful coldness.

“For Becky Sharp,” answered Jemima, trembling very
much, and blushing over’ her withered face and neck, as
she furned her back on® her sister. “For Becky Sharp: she’s
going too.”

“MISS JEMIMA!” exclaimed Miss Pinkerton, in the

largest capitals. “Are you im your senses?* Replace the
Dixonary® in the closet, and never venture to fake such a
Isberty® in future.”

“Well, sister, it’s ouly two-and-ninepence, and poor
Becky will be miserable if she don’t get one.”

“Send Miss Sedley instantly to me,” said Miss Pinker-

ten. And so venturing not to say another word, poor

Jemima trotted of, exceedingly flurried and nervous.

‘ - Miss Sedley’s papa was a merchant in London, and =
man of some wealth; whereas Miss Sharp was an arficled

puﬁd 7 for whom Miss Pinkerton had done, as she thought,

1, [lsit] a- E.ﬁif‘fj 2. LRREOTICRRET (SHE ). 3. Wit & LaEr.
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quite enough, without conferring upon her at parting ‘he .

high honour of the Dixonary,

Although schoolmistresses’ letters are to be trusted mo
more nor less than' churchyard epitaphs; yet, as it some-
times happens that a person deparls this life,* who is really
deserving of all the praiscs the stope-cutter carves over his
bones; who 4s a good Christian, & good pareat, child, wife,
or hushand; who actually does leave a disconsolate family
to mourn his loss; so in academies of the male and female

worthy of the praises bestowed by the disinterested instrue-
" tor. Now, Miss Amelia Sedley was a young lady of this

which that pompous old Minerva* of a woman could not
-see, from the differences of rank and age between her pupil
and herself,

For she could not only sing like a lark, or a Mys. Bill-
ingloh, and dance like Hillisberg or- Parisol® and embroider
beautifully; and spell as well as a Dixonary itself; but she
bad such a kindly, smiling, tender, gontle, generous heart
of her. own,® as won the love of everybody who came near
her, from Minerva herself down to the poor girl in the

k

. permitted to vend her wares once a week to the young
ladies in the Mall. She had twelve imfimaie and bosom

© Miss Briggs never spoke sl of her:™ high and mighty Miss
*Salt're (Lord Dexters granddaughter) allowed that her

;P 7 .__J!\ 2,40 depart from lile, . 3. &, 4. [mi.
fMmawve| n. B IEEHEE u‘!:} ZﬁJﬁm-fxﬁq.{ Minervu of a womam 9754 Pt
ffc Ao of G255 R i, MM W%, i a mountain of a wave

0

sex it occurs every wow and then? that the pupil is fully -

singular species; and deserved not only all that Miss Pin-
" kerton said in her praise, but had many charming qualities

scullery,” and the one-eyed fart-woman’s® daughier, who was -

Jriends® out of the twenty-four young ladies. Even envious’
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figure wus genteel; and as for Miss Swartz, the rich wooliy-
haired sawdatlo' from St. Kitt’s, on the day Amelia went
away, she was in sirch a passion of tears, that they wete
obliged to send for Dr. I'loss, and half tipsify her with sai-
volatile.® Miss Pinkerton’s attachment was, as may be sup-
posed, from the high position and eminenf,. virtues of that
ladv,scahn and dignified; but Miss Jemima had a,lready
whin‘;pcred several times at the idea of Amelia’s departure;
and, but for fear of her sister, would have gome of® in
downright hysterics, like the heiress {who paid double} of
St. Kitt's. Such luxury of grief, however, is only allowed
to parlour-boarders.* Honest Jemima had all the bills, and
the washing, and the mending, and the puddings, and the
plate and crockery, and the servants to supcrintend. But

why speak about her! It is probable that we shall not
hear of her again from this moment to the end of time,.

and that when the great filigres iron gates are once closed
on her, she and her awful sister will never issue therefrom
into this little world of history.

~ But as we are to see a great deal of Amelia, there is
no harm iIn saying, af the ouiscl® of our acquaintance, that

she was a dear little creafure,® and a great mercy it is,

both in life and in nowels, which {and the latter especially)
abound in’ villains of the most sombre sort, that we are
to have for a constant companion, so guileless and goond-
natured a person. As she is not a heroine, there is no need
to describe her person; indeed | am afraid that her nose

_ was rather short than otherwise, and her cheasks a great

deal too round and red for a heroine; but her face blushed
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