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Abstract

This book is a textbook of comparative literature for higher education. It can also be
used as a stepping — stone for all that are interested in this discipline.

The whole book focuses on the following questions: why do we study Comparative
Literature? What is Comparative Literature? How do we study Comparative Literature and
what are the fundamental principles? It attaches importance to theory, nature, character,
task, foundation and the development of the discipline as well as consciousness of the
discipline, concept, spirit, comstruction, aim and the application of this discipline.

The first and fourth parts of this book are leading and comprehensive parts, which

phasize both the ity and significance of comparative literature and its trend of the
development. The second part introduces the traditional knowledge and development of
comparative literature. The third part explains the influence of comparative literature study

on the study of different national literatures and the reformation of higher education. It also

indicates that the function and infl of ive li on fostering new type —

P

qualified scholars in 21st century is unique among the similar textbooks.
As for the arrangement of the content, this book pays special attention to its own

textbook system, disciplinary system and the need of the students, putting emphasis on

r

ing the coming century and encountering the disciplinary forward position,
stressing the latest research achievements and the application of the principles, methods
and idea of the discipline. It benefits from and tries to exceed its predecessors. It is a

book conforming to our time, full of disciplinary spirit and the basic knowledge and

principle are clear and the application is phasized. The language of this book is brief
and comes to the point. It explains the profound in simple terms. Readers will find it easy

to understand and follow.
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