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UNIT ONE

SECTION ONE
INTENSIVE READING

Heaf Pollution and Noise Pollution

Probably you are one of those who are familiar with air
and water pollution, but you still know nothing about heat
pollution and noise pollution which also pollute our environ-
ment.

Think about all the different sources of heat. The sun,
of course, is the largest source of heat. But there are other
things that also give off heat. Many inventions affect the.
earth’s temperature. Heated buildings, industry, and trans-
portation all add heat. Scientists think that all of this extra
heat may not be beneficial to us. The world’s climate may
be changing because of it.

Besides heating the air, we are also heating our water.
Industries often use water for cooling. Sometimes steam is
used to drive huge engines that make electric power. When
the steam cools, it becomes water again, Then it may be re-
turned to the lake or river it came from. If the water is too
warm, all plant and fish life will die.

Heat pollution is a problem which is now being studied.
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Experts are looking for new methods and careful controls for
heating and cooling. They hope to save the earth from be-
coming ‘‘overheated”.

You can’t see, taste or smell noise pollution, bu: that do-
esn’t lessen the harm it can do.

To understand the problem, you must learn about sound.
Sound is measured in decibels. The faintest sound that is
audible to the human ear is one decibel. Humans are unable
to hear anything quieter than this. Conversation measures
forty to fifty decibels. Experts feel that sounds higher than
seventy decibels can harm our ears. Rock music, airplanes
and city sounds all exceed this. Some factories and household
appliances produce sounds above this range.

The loud noises in our lives are harmful to our health.
Deafness or decreased hearing ability are the results. Right

now we have only two forms of protection: stricter laws or ear-

plugs !

New Words

I. noise [noiz] = T

2. familiar [f5'miije] a. 2R

3. environment [in'vaiorsnmont] n. 782

4. invention [in'venfon] n. R, 6%
5. affect [o'fekt] ve. By

6. add [ed] vt & ui. wim, m
7. extra [ ckstra] a. A

8. beneficial [ beni'fifol] a. ¥ D
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10.

11.

12.
13.

14,
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.

(97

LU,

21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

26.
27.
28.

29.

climate

steam

careful

control

save

overheat

smell

['klaimit] n.

[stizm] =
vt. & vi.

['keaful] a.

[kan'troul] n. & ut.
[seiv] vt. & wi.

['suva'hizt] vt & vi,

[smel] vt & w2

smelt [smelt] smelt

lessen
decibel
faint
audible
ear
unable
quiet
exceed
household
loud

harmful
deafness

decrease

ability

['lesn] vt. & wi.
['desibal] n.

[feint] a.

['o:dobl] a.

[ia] n.

Man'cibl] a.
['kwaiat] a.
[ik'si:d] 2. & v
["haushould] n. & a.
[faud] a.

['ha:mful] a.
{'defnis] =.
[di:'krizs] vt & o,
['dizkri:s] a.

[¢'biliti] .
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30. protection [pra‘tekfsn] n. B
31, strict [strikt] a. , =R
32. law [o:] = v, S
33. earplug ['ioplag] . Bz
Phrases and Expressions
1. be familiar with e, EES
2. think about * 8
3. give off b2
4. be beneficial to FHT, AT
5. save ... from fifi-- T
6. rock music BEEER
7. be harmful to Xof -+ EH
8. right now Hui, BB
Notes
1. heated buildings #& S & &6 kR
2. Then it may be returned to the lake or river it came from.
REEARE X ME MR RS 2.
4] it came from Yy EiE M4, % FZ R iFwhich 7 ¢ &
M EMa N =G, dTFEMAENGKR, HEitwhichy]
DR
3. ..., but that doesn’t lessen the harm it can do.
oy HXHAWMASEHEBERNEE
do sb. harm 3 do harm to sb. BN “BFEAENE
.
4. be measured in PR+ &
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6. Decafness or decreased hearing ability are the results.
HERRBFAZHEIN I RT

FAY R B, TN the results, B BRA N TR

WX

Exercises

Comprehension
A. Are these statements true (T) or false (F)? Write T or

F in the brackets. Then correct the false statements and

give line references to support your corrections:

( )L
( ) 2.
( )3
( )¢
( ) 5.

B. Choose
1.

Heat and noise can pollute our environment.
The world’s climate may be affected by heat

from different sources.

. After it is used by industries for cooling, water

becomes colder.

. If heat pollution can’t be controlled, the earth’s

temperature may be affected.
Listening to rock music often can improve our

hearing ability.

the right answer:

—__ 1s not a source of heat.

a. Industry b. Transportation
¢. The sun 9. A river
2. Sound can be .
a. seen b. tasted
c. smelt di measured

3. The human ear can’t hear anything quieter than

¢ 5 e



a. one decibel b. forty decibels

c. fifty decibels G seventy decibels
4. According to experts, sounds ——_ can harm the human
ear.

a. quieter than one decibel
b. higher than seventy decibels
between forty and fifty decibels

o

d. higher than one decibel
5. Loud noise can cause —___,
a. high temperatures on the earth
b. the change of the world’s climate
c. the damage of household appliances
d. decreased hearing ability and deafness
C. Answer these questions:
1. What harm can heat pollution do to humans?
2. How can we less>n tae harm which noise pollution can
do?
Vocabulary
A. Match the words or expressions in the left column with those

similar in meaning in the right column:

1. be familiar with a. go or come back
2. beneficial b. try to find

3. return c. send out

4. exceed d. know well

5. look for e. helpful

6. give off f. be greater than

7. lessen g. prevent ... from

o 6 o



