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LESSON

REMINISCENCES OF AN INTER=
VIEW WITH CHAIRMAN MAO
TSE—TUNG ON THE
PAPER TIGER

2, 1) Through the whole atternoon,until. sungset we sat
on the flat clay terrace under an apple tree,where -
-..we could see distant hills. A T
2) Chairman Mao was not at all. hasty orJestless.
.. Instead, he was very composed and.frigndly.
3) Owing to the iﬁteipreter’s excellent,, ipterpreting

- - .and Chairman Mao’s expressive mannes,; I could
~ understand him very well even withant, knowing
_Chinese, . WA e (L

* 4), Chairman Maos frank and sincere £peech, his

- broad and profound knowledge, penetrating analysis

.y And imaginative. language full of poetic flavour

! made his conversation very: exciting, Of. all the

conversations I have known, ‘Chairman Mao’s  is
_the most encouraging one. o e dE

5) After this Chairman Mao insetted. the English

o LN

~ words ‘“paper tiger” in a Chin_esc sentence and

LI S

- R AN SR



6)

3.

4. 1)

2)

3

laughed at the pronunciation of these two words,
The most important and fundamental thing is the
consciousness of the people, The outcome of a
war is decided by the people, noi by one of two
new t-ypes of weapon, Nevertheless, the ’i:eople
need educatmg.

midnight (composmon) mid + night

soften (derivation) base “soft” + suffix “en”
sunset >(composition) sun 4+ set

outside (composition) out +side

interpreter (derivation) base“interpret” + suffix
“'erll

consciousness——(derivation) base “conscious” +
sulfix “ness¥ o
downward.

(derivation) base “down” 4 suffix

- Sward#

interview——(derivation) preflx “inter” + base
Yview#

His face lit up when he heard that his son had
been elected one of the model workers of the
year, | s .
While marching in the mountains "at night the
Red Army soldiers often lighted the way/path
with torches,

I am sure I have met him somewhere; only his

name escapes me at the moment. (I must have seen
him somewhere but his name escdpes me for the

v 2%



D
5)
6)
7
9

1)

6. 1)

2

moment.,)

Your weakness lies in over-confidence; the trou-
ble is that you are not conscious of it, (it is a
pity that you are not conscious of it,) ' ‘
What impressed him most during his tour of China
was the Chinese people’s revelutionary optimism
and their firm confidence ‘in socialism,

The barrier of speech has not prevented the Chi-
nese technicians from co-operating perfectly with
the foreign experts, SN . :

This -is d1fflcult work, , bug I believe you will be
able to handie it well, (The -work is hard,but...)
From his speech I could: tell that he was exceed-
ingly well-informed on the subject, - ;

He -had been talkirg for half an houx, but- his
main point escaped me still, e

He: has sharp eyes -that.nething: escapess. - (Nothing

‘can escape his'sharp eyes.).: e han

(1) relative pronoun introducing, an;. gttgibutive
. clause e ©r

AN AN S
:'s'» EREAR } b

. .(2) conjunction mtroducms an. qdv;rumxw of

result ’ [P A ot geny i

RN

- -63) ‘conjunction mttoducing & nmbclmpg (s
(1) “the Emphatic It” uged ,t%min_:ﬁ mqn—

ber.of the sentenee .. .iisrss WG ()

(2) “the Impersonal It¥ uscd to:denpte time

3)

(1): predicative SR SNSS BT



(2) object complement

4) (1) subject complement

(2) object complement

8. 1) When she was in Yenan, she had an interview
with Chairman Mao, during which the metaphor
of the “paper tiger” was first used,

2) He kept for himself only a small portion of the

- grain,the rest of which was distributed among the
sick and wounded comrades, ’

3) He wrote a large number of books, many of
which have been translated into Chinese,

4) We were all deeply moved by the story A Bag of
Grain, in which the character of a true revolu-
tionary is very successfully drawn, '

“ B) A.scarecrow is a figure like a man, W1th WIuch
peasants scare away Crows, R

' 6) I advise you to read memoirs by veterans of the
Red Army, from which you are sure to learn a
© - great deal, :
9. 1) Your pigs are better fed/raised than mine,
"°92) Please tell me the main points 1o  be discussed,
. so that I can be better prepared,
3) The' adventures he describes in his novel are
“ivi almost unheard of, . :
4) Our vegetable garden is better Iooked a:ter/taken
" care of than yours,
10..  On the day following our arrival at the commune
N

~



11, -

we worked in the field on the terrace with a view
of the valley through the whole morning and

afternoon till sunset, At noon we took our

-, lunch which we had brought along with us when

we set out in the mornirg, Afterwards we had a

nap in the field covering our faces with our straw

hats, During the intervals for rest—-,—;he group
leader came over to talk with us,He had ona suit
of blue cotton, patched but well cared _f_g There
was friendliness in his manner and a smile on

his face when he spoke, It Wals,,sutprising how

~ well-informed he was on almost all questions about

agricultural development, . -

As everyone knows, there isa well-known saying
by Chairman Mao Zedong that the atom bomb is
a paper tiger, We held this yjew in- the past‘and’
we still hold it today, China :develops nuclear
weapons not because it believes they are all-pow-
erful and intends to use them, On, the contfafy,
its purpose in developing them is precisely to
break the big powers’ nucléar monopoly and to .
destroy them,

The Chinese goverriment is loyél to Marxism-
Leninism and ‘proletarian internationalism, We.
have faith in the people, The outcome of a war is
decided by the people, not by any weapons, Chi-
na’s destiny is decided by the Chinese people and

o5,



the world’s destiny by the peoples of the world,
not by nuclear weapons, China’s development of
' nuclear weapons is simply for the purpose of
defensc and to defend the Chinese people from -
the imperialist menace of a nuclear war,
13. 1)'apple tree, ‘sky- scraper, v»'paper ‘tiger,' ‘séare-
- crow, 'atom ‘bomb, ‘hillside
3) (1) His comments|were 1full of'imageryjand his
Iface |'lit 'often|into 'vivid ‘humour|when he
‘smiled, |but he had ‘eyes|that 'nothing es-
‘caped, ‘

(2) 'This was sur'prising, |for'I had 'left A merica
j'only alifew weeks earlier| while for 'twenty
,years|'Mao had 'not 'even ‘had a 'postal ebn-
‘nection|with the outside ,world, |

(3) It was 'nearly midnight|when the |Chajrman
and his 'wife)ac' companied me|down.the ,hill-

‘side|with a 'kerosene 'lantern|to -light the
'path|to the !'waiting ‘truck. |
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