BEERBRXEEEXNFTLHRRERINAH

lis Rhetoric\

— ‘ Wi

SN

LBt @ HE SRRt



|l$ﬁ&§ﬁﬁ!2¥%ﬂmﬁ$§waﬂl
BES MWIBER

L A

English Rhetoric
RGBT

Wl E

Wk

Py

L SR B W H O i
SHANGHAI FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION PRESS



B BERS B (CIP) 84

BB /HBDE, - g EBIMNE
#HHF R+, 2002
B ERRRIEE T XFEL R A RS HH

ISBN 7 -

L%
IV. H315

81080 - 382 - 4
I #3-- [ 2E - B#E - M

v [ R A B B 4E CIP S5 (2002) 55 001681 &

LIRS % 17
o
L
IX—XJ iJJ: 3
1L L4
B
S 3
F &
kR R
B 8
# 0=
x  #

AN F R AR S

C LA Z ) % : 200083
021-65425300 (R2#HL) . 65422031 (EITEE)
bookinfo@sflep.com.cn

http://www.sflep.com.cn http://www.sflep.com

A R

S L A BH R

WA AN AT BT

890> 1240 1132 EPHK 12375 ¥ 485 T
2002 47 S JION 1R 2002 1E S STY 1 K EL

5 000 JHi}

: ISBN 7-81080-382-4 / H - 154

18.80 Ju

ASKR P8 540 AT R0l B, Tl p A AL



045 e B 24 1 O B S0 % M 5T 4k R S|

WMESEE MK

W E (UERERNF)

EFL WERKR¥

EFC BMEKE

BiRE  EESEERY
f & PEIRE

EER  LESNEIERE
Kk HHKR¥

ks EESMEIERE
REE BERE

HEHE FEINEIEFER
ERE KESEEFK
BREE  TTRIMNBSNHKRE
RE  EIRE

PR HERF

PET9IR WBCESNE IR
Bt JERSMEIERE
HEH WREILEXF
M A demRE

HEX  PlkF

BER BRITEAE
AW LESMNEEKRE




RSB E I X T ST 4 R 5 e

lé\ }-‘%—

X, MEREEFN CRRE 23 U A A MR
BRAAKTR B K, REREES XFETUHHREHER
BEERET K. SRRETNRERRIE, PR T&BNFE,H
B —#MERE LA, FRE ACHBRTRE, R RMERAR
B, EEFRABERERFEMEAR, B2 Q5 B RS A
SRS MRS, AR AT R IR ERM B 5 BAR AT E
Hig: ., MELIX—BiR, RL0E - ERFSREEREFN REE
MFB BT CE LV AR EETH

ETX AR, BINEE T 2EEES LFEL LA
FRMNEEREE RETRE(RBET N ELTLHRERFIH
Y. BEEREERZK, MBI, BRE N, EHMRRITE,
KREFFET X EEVOARERR A EE-THOEH,
RNFEELXEHM MR, RABRERHIBEFTCETUY
BrAIRE , 5 H EE R RRES EA R e
STRENRERM L.

ERA L AERVIEMER T RIEBET XNFLLUEFRHE
ZHE, RINEMNASHESILR SAREARBRENETLH
REHFHERMRERE, BEARNEE . REKE . EHERN KB,
hREHBRSEABES  AESTRBLES, PEMEESR,E
S5#Hgs, ZREAH, 2EMSRE E8—FHABESN
B ZARABAFTRIE FHENFER ZEBHHXEREA,
FEA P TR a5 30 E 4R R AR, SN BTART R
H, FWE e RRHEAARA . WERS TR, FEHM AN




AT LM AR ERIEE T X W A 0 = T80, L e R E
BRXFRTUNENSXENSERS.

EREEGE RSB TERREROE XFEURER b
HEATIE, BB TR, SEEE, BH TREEMEA
REHE, UERREEDEME—-SBEARR.

M RREFHERN T EEREFRE N ERERAER
W . BATAHMRE, EE SIS 4 B G HARRTE S
EAN AR FBMHAL, N ESNEFETENAEEFHE
PR T B RYER—#, i 2 SHE W X B RFI B, b RoK
HHRE 21 HEIGEBEF XFEWHREHFTENHRE [EHHK
EIFIEE 5 XKV HE

2000 % 9 A

ii



PREFACE

I have no doubt that | often speak of things better
tredated, and with more truth, by masters of the craft
. I may have some objective knowledge one day. or may
perhaps have it In the past. when | happened to come
across passages that explained things. But | have for-
gotten it all; for though | am a man of some reading, |
am one who retains nothing.
So | can offer nothing certain, except to account
for the extent of my knowledge at the present time.

Michel de Montaigne, Of Books

This book treats rhetoric as the study of an interdisciplinary theo-
ry of language and meaning. Specifically, this book is a study of
rhetoric which has grown to encompass a theory of language as a form
of social behavior, of intention and interpretation as the determinants
of meaning, in the way that knowledge is created by argument, and in
the way that ideology and power are extended through discourse.

In Chapter 1 of this book I have looked at some of the important
definitions of the term rhetoric accumulated over the years which still
inhabit and help to shape the field.

Chapter 2 is a brief outline of classical rhetoric and an elabora-
tion of how it has developed over the centuries.

Chapters 3 and 4 are studies in traditional English rhetoric both in
England and in America.

Chapters 5, 6, and 7 deal with issues in theory construction of
contemporary English rhetoric, probe into its theory, and work to-
ward a New Rhetoric.

Chapter 8 is a study of composition-rhetoric (one of the earliest
definitions of the term rhetoric) which has become one of the most



Preface

vital and exciting areas of study within departments of English.

Chapter 9 is a study of stylistic-rhetoric (another important defi-
nition of the term rhetoric). Specifically this chapter introduces two
important systems for classifying the figures of speech, one tradition-
al and the other linguistic, and offers definitions of commonly used
figures with illustrations.

Chapter 10 describes and analyzes the nature of rhetoric as inter-
disciplinary studies. It also suggests some of the promising areas of re-
search in future rhetorical scholarship.

Chapter 11 introduces two approaches to and three systems of
rhetorical criticism. Samples of rhetorical criticism are offered.

This book is primarily intended for graduate students of English.
It can also be used as a coursebook for undergraduate students of Eng-
lish.

To help students understand how Western scholars view English
rhetoric and to avoid any errors in interpretation on my part, I try to
present their ideas in their original words. I certainly remember to ac-
knowledge their sources to guide our readers for further reading as
well as observe scholarly conventions.

A book as this one is never simply the work of one author. I owe
abundant thanks to those Promethean scholars in this field whose
ideas are such an inspiration to me. To Ms Jiang Leihong(YLTH4L) at
the Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press, I owe my thanks for
her careful editing of my first rhetoric book (% {5 & B B 5T}
(1993). To Mr Han Tianlin ($ X %) at the Shanghai Foreign Lan-
guage Education Press, I owe my special thanks whose care and pa-
tience as textural editor improved on every page my manuscript of this
book as well my manuscript of my second rhetoric book (% E# 5 # ¥
BFFY) (1999) and he did so with wit and grace.

Hu Shuzhong
CE I

EAEIERE
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ENGLISH RHETORIC

The emergence and continued presence of rhetoric as a subject of aca-
demic study and as a focal point for academic and para-academic life is one
of the central features of Western civilization. A complex discipline with a
2500-year-old tradition, rhetoric in the West has accumulated several defi-
nitions over the years. As Bizzell and Herzberg observe, “It seems less
helpful to define it once and for all than to look at some of its important
definitions and to attempt to understand how each arose and how each still
inhabits and shapes the field” (1).

1.1 Rbhetoric as the Art of Oratory

In Aristotle and elsewhere rhetoric was in fact primarily con-
cerned with oral discourse, the earliest mode of verbal expression, of
course still very much alive. Rhétor in Greek means orator, public
speaker, and techné rhetoriké, or, more simply, rhétoriké, means
public speaking. “To Aristotle’s world, teaching students rhetoric
meant teaching them to become orators. Deflection of rhetoric from
oral performance to written argumentation as such, vaguely incipient
at best in Aristotle, would occur only very slowly and imperceptibly
over the centuries. Yet it must be remembered that the oral speeches
Aristotle was concerned with were in fact no longer purely oral but

were already being shaped by the chirographic milieu to post-oral
thought forms.” (Horner 3)

1.1.1 Historical Needs for Public Speaking

Rhetoric in its various incarnations has been a powerful
force in public affairs and in education for most of its
existence since the fifth century B. C. E., when it
developed in Greek probate courts and flourished under
Greek democracy. (Bizzell and Herzberg 1-2)

A revolution on Syracuse, a Greek colony on the island of Sicily,
in about 465 B.C. , was the catalyst for the formal study of rhetoric.
When the tyrannical dictators on the island were overthrown and a

2



