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The Qinghai-Xizang Plateau is considered as one of

the key areas in studying geology, geography and

biology with its special geological characteristics,
natural conditions, fauna and flora, and has attracted a
great deal of attention from the Chinese government
and the scientific circle. Since the 1950s, China has
organized several multi-disciplinary integrated surveys
on Qinghai-Xizang Plateau. The Integrated Scientific
Survey Team to Qinghai-Xizang was established by The
Chinese Academy of Sciences(CAS) in 1973. After that,
large-scale multi-disciplinary comprehensive scientific
surveys have been carried out in Xizang, Mts. Hengduan
(North Yunnan and West Sichuan) and Karakorum-
Kunlun. The relative results from the surveys and
research work on the plateau have recently been
published.

Hoh Xil, a large and uninhabited area, is located
at the hinterland of Qinghai-Xizang Plateau and was

regarded as the last unknown area in the comprehensive

scientific survey of the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau. Sup-
ported by the State and local departments, The In-
tegrated Scientific Survey Team to Hoh Xil has done
extensive fieldwork and research and analysis, and has
achieved significant results,compiled four monographs
and a collection of photographs, which reflect the
geological and geographical characteristics, the different
geographical environments, the diversity and evolution
of fauna and flora, will help the readers to gain
background about the plateau. It is valuable for the
utilization and protection of natural resources in Hoh
Xil.

The research of Qinghai-Xizang Plateau is by no
means finished. There are still a great number of
important problems which require further investigations.
I do hope more and more young scientists will continue
to explore the unknown and bring to light the hidden
treasury of information.

Sun Honglie October, 1993
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Hoh Xil in Qinghai Province is situated at
33°22'~36°00" north latitude and 89°30'~94°00" east
longitude, in the hinterland of the Qinghai-Xizang
Plateau, covering the southwestern part of Qinghai
Province, south of the Kunlun Mountains, north of the
Tangguia Mountains and west of the Qinghai-Xizang
Highway. The 83000 km® area is chiefly composed of

6

Mount Hoh Xil, which borders on Xizang and links to
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region in the northwest
corner. Administratively it belongs to Haixi Mongolian
and Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture and Yushu Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture.

The average altitude of Hoh Xil is greater than
5000m above sea level. With a cold climate, thin air



makes it an inhospitable area, most of it is uninhabited
and considered as a ‘forbidden area’ which preserves its
primitive natural status with little interference from
human activities. The special geographical location,
crust structure, natural environment as well as fauna
and flora have always been of great concern to scientists
at home and aboard. In the 1950s~ 1960s, Qinghai
Geological Bureau and the Cartographical Bureau of the
Headquarters of the PLA General Staff conducted
geological mapping and topographical survey in Hoh
Xil. Since then, there has been no further investigation.
It is one of the last blank areas for geological and
biological researches in China.

In 1988, Song Jian, the State Councilor of the State
Council and Director of the State Science and Tech-
nology Commission, put forward a tentative plan to
establish a natural reserve and to conduct compre-
hensive scientific survey in Hoh Xil after hearing the
report of the Qinghai provincial departments during his

inspection tour of Qinghai Province. The plan was

valued by many other departments in China. In view of
the great significance and difficult fieldwork, the State
Science and Technology Commission, the Chinese Aca.
demy of Sciences, the State Environmental Protection
Bureau and the Qinghai Provincial People’s Government
coordinated to raise funds and support a comprehensive
scientific survey in this area. The above four depart-
ments jointly set up a committee responsible for this
survey, headed consecutively by Song Ruixiang, former
Governor of Qinghai Province and his deputy Banma
Danzhen and Sun Honglie, Vice-president of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences and his deputy, Jin Jianming,
Deputy—-director of the State Environmental Protection
Bureau. The Chinese Academy of Sciences and Qinghai
Province jointly set up a comprehensive scientific
expedition team headed by Wu Sugong, Zhang Yifu, Li
Bingyuan, Wen Jingchun and Ding Xuezhi. Its work
covered the following aspects: 1) Geological features and

7
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evolution in Hoh Xil and the influence of the upheaval
of the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau on the natural environ-
ment since the late Cenozoic Era; 2) The characteristics.
formation, evolution of the. flora and fauna and
humanity’s adaptation in Hoh Xil as a result of the
upheaval of the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau; 3) The environ-
mental features, regional differentiation and evolution
in Hoh Xil: 4) The prospects of the utilization and
protection of natural resources in Hoh Xil. From this
surveys, more basic scientific data would be collected in
this unknown area to examine some important theories
such as the upheaval of the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau,
environmental evolution, the origin and evolution of the
the

and

fauna and flora, as well as exploration and

protection of natural resources, to do feasible
studies on the establishment of a natural reserve in Hoh
Xil. Therefore, 68 investigators in 27 different specialties
from the following institutions are employed by the

expedition team:

8

Re-
sources, CAS; Kunming Institute of Botany. CAS;
Institute of Geography, CAS; Institute of Geology, CAS;
Institute of Botany, CAS: Institute of Zoology, CAS:

Integrated Survey Commission of Natural

Nanjing Institute of Soil Science. CAS: Nanjing In-
stitute of Geology and Paleontology, CAS; Lanzhou
Institute of Glaciology and Geocryology. CAS: North-
west Plateau Institute of Biology, CAS: Qinghai In-
stitute of Salt Lake, CAS: Institute of Geological
Science, Qinghai Province; Institute of Meteorological
Science, Qinghai Province; Seismological Bureau of
Qinghai Province; Wildlife Management Office. Forest
Bureau, Qinghai Province: Qinghai High Altitude Medi-
cal Sciences Institute; Qinghai Institute of Geography;
Qinghai Institute of Environmental Protection: Qinghai
General Station of Prairie; Xinhua News Agency:
People’s Pictorial; Minzu Pictorial; Qinghai TV Station
and PLA 84504 Unit.

With the support of the Qinghai Provincial Govern-



ment, the Provincial Science and Technology Commis-

sion and other departments, the expedition team ar-
ranged a preliminary investigation in Hoh Xil in May
1989 and conducted a multi-disciplinary survey from
May to August 1990. The investigators overcame the
inhospitable climate and completed the fieldwork. They
accumulated the first hand data to help unveil the
mysteries of this ‘magic land’. It is, of course, helpful to
understand the geological and geographical features, the
fauna and flora, the evolution of the natural environ-
ment in the hinterland of Qinghai-Xizang Plateau. On

this basis, we have selected 200 photographs from all the
investigators and amassed this collection of pictures. We
hope this photographic record can reflect the geological
and geographical characteristics, the biological diversity
and the difficult fieldwork in Hoh Xil, and help the
amateur and scientists to get a general idea about this
‘magic land’ and arouse their interest to make a
thorough research in Hoh Xil.

We hereby convey our heartfelt gratitude to all
those who have given us such generous support.

We also welcome criticism from readers.

The Integrated Scientific Survey Team to Hoh Xil
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