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@a » English for Romance Series

1. Love

George Santayana

True love, it used to be said, is love at first sight. Manners
have much to do with such incidents, and the race which happens to
set at a given time the fashion in literature makes its temperament®
public and exercises a sort of contagion? over all men’s fancies. If
women are rarely seen and ordinarily not to be spoken to; if all
imagination has to build upon is a furtive® glance or casual motion,
people fallin love at first sight. For they must fall in love somehow,
and any stimulus? is enough if none more powerful is forthcoming.
When society, on the contrary, allows constant and easy inter- ‘
course® between the sexes, a first impression, if not reinforced, will
soon be hidden and obliterated® by others. Acquaintance becomes
necessary for love when it is necessary for memory. But what makes
true love is not the information conveyed by acquaintance, nor any
circumstantial charms that may be therein discovered: it is still a
deep and dumb instinctive affinity®, an inexplicable emotion seizing
the heart, an influence organizing the world, like a luminous crys-
tal, about one magic point. So that although love seldom springs up
suddenly in these days into anything like a full-blown passion, it is
sight, it is presence, that makes in time a conquest over the heart;
for all virtues, sympathies, confidences will. fail to move a man to
tenderness and to worship unless a poignant effluence from the ob-
ject envelops him, so that he begins to walk, as it were, in a dream.
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Not to believe in love is a great sign of dullness. There are some
people so indirect and lumbering® that they think all real affection
must rest on circumstantial evidence. But a finely constituted being
is sensitive to its deepest affinities. This is precisely what refinement
consists in, that we may feel in things immediate and infinitesimal®
a sure premonition® of things ultimate and important. Fine senses
vibrate at once to harmonies which it may take long to verify; so
sight is finer than touch, and thought than sensation. Well-bred in-
stinct meets reason half-way, and is prepared for the consonances?
that may follow. Beautiful things, when taste is formed, are obvi-
ously and unaccountably beautiful. The grounds we may bring our-
selves to assign for our preferences are discovered by analyzing those
preferences, and articulate® judgments follow upon emotions which
they ought to express, but which they sometimes sophisticate®. So
too the reasons we give for love either express what it feels or else
are insincere, attempting to justify at the bar® of reason and conven-
tion something which is far more primitive than they and underlies
them both.

True instinct can dispense with such excuses. It appeals to the
event and is justified by the response which nature makes to it. It is
of course far from infallible®; it cannot dominate circumstances,
and has no discursive® knowledge; but it is presumably true, and
what it foreknows is always essentially possible. Unrealizable it may
indeed be in the jumbled context of this world, where the Fates®,
like an absent-minded printer, seldom allow a single line to stand
perfect and unmarred.

The profoundest affinities are those most readily felt, and they
remain a background and standard for all happiness. If we trace
them out we succeed. If we put them by, although in other respects
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