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Brief Introduction

It is 2,400 years since the ancient city Datong was founded and
during the period there have been rmany stories and a great number of
historic attractions. Datong is surrounded by mountains in three directions
and by Sanggan River in the other. o the north there is the Great Wall;
to the south, the famous Yanmenguan; to the west, the great desert; and
to the east, the Baideng Mountain. It is the most important thoroughfare
between Shanxi, Hebei and Inner Mongolia, Datong used to be called
Yunzhong and Pingcheng in history, During Wei Dyansty and Jin Dynasty
Tuobo tribe of Serbi rose and moved is capital to Pingcheng ir A D, 398
and moved again to Luoyang in AD. 484 and this about hundred years
is the most prosperous periad in Datong's hislory, During Liao Dynasty
and Jin Dynasty, for 200 years Khitans and MNuchens took Datong as
alternate capital {called Xijing} and hence Datong became prosperous
again. Huayan Temple the museum of Liao and Jin arts and Shanhua
Termple. the thousand—year—old temple are the primes in architecture of
the two Dynasties. In Yuan Dynasty, Datong was the important route to
Inner Mongolia and was quite prosperous. Marco Polo marveled at its
prosperity in his travel notes. In Ming Dynasty, general Xuda rebuilt the
city and it became one of the most important bordering cities. Wall of
Nine Dragons, the biggest, oldest, and most preciocus in terrms of arts,
histary, science and tourism values was built in Year Hongwu (1398 of
Ming Dynasty. Nurnerous cultural treasures form the history of Datong and
make its brilliant culture and so make Datong a tourist resort,

Huayan Temple shows the artistic style of the Liao Dynasty and Jin
Dynasty. lts constructicn has brcken the rule of facing south and it faces
gast, which is the only one case in the temples in China, According to
Story of Khitan, History of the Five Dynasties, “three thousand /i north of
Youzhou, there is a town called Xilouyi where all the houses face east.

" Khitans regarded east as superior and prayed to the east on the first



day of every lunar rmonth and it was following this rule that Huayan
Temple was built this way, The Daxiong Hall of the temple is the main
hall of the temple and is also one of the biggest in China, covering an
arez of 1559 square meters, The hall is splendid inside: five stately and
kind golden Buddhs sit one the altar. On the walls inside the hall there
are murals about the story of “preaching nine times in seven places’
telling the story of Sakyarmuni preaching nine times in seaven different
places, The patterns of the embellished ceiling are different frum ore
another and are really the best of the kind The Bhagavat Library is the
place where Buddhist scriptures are kept, The sculptures are of bronze
color and are all of Liao style. The Buddha is dignified, the Bodnisattva
elegant and the disciples reverent, particularly a senior one and a junior
one. The Grinning Bodhisativa with Clasped Hands leans slightly and
shows a wisely smile of whom Guo Morua sang highly, saying that it
is the Oriental Venus. Al the twrn of Yuan Dynasty and Ming Dynasty,
the temple was divided into two—the one with the Daxiong Hall is
called Upper and the one with the Bhagavat Library Lower,

Shanhua Termple, first built in Tang Dynasty, was burnt to the
ground in a war at the end of Liao Dynasty. In Jin Dynasty it was rebuilt
after the Tang style, Three halls ascend up with the Gate in front,
Sanshen Hal' in the middle and Daxiong Ha!l at the rear. The most
precious stone tablet is the Zhubian Sione Tablet, also called Jin Stone
Tablet. Zhubian, as an envoy, was arrested by Jins in Datong for 17
vears and for 14 years, he stayed in Shanhua Temple, He witnessed the
rebuilding of the termple by Master Yuanman and wrote elegant seript.
The script of the tablet was Konggu's calligrephy, The tabler has three
excellences — articie, calligraphy and the cutting.

After Ming Dynasty was established, Zhu Yuanzhang conferred his
thirteenth son, Zhugui, Dai King and posted him in Datong. Zhugui used
1o be the prince but was deposed because he was actually a good—for—
nothing. But still he wanted to become emperor one day. So he went in
for large~scale of construction and built palaces, pavilions terraces and
towers and finally a dragon wall of calored glaze — Wall of Nine
Dragons, The magnificent wall was located in front of the king's palace;
the delicately—made dragons emtodied the imaginary dragon. Wall of
Nine Dragons is the first of its kind in China and creates a kind of
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“dragon cultwre” for Datang.

Huayan Temp'e and Shanhua Temple can be called the primes of
lemples and the Wall oi Nine Dragons gives Datong the name of “the
hometown of dragon wall” Dalong has a rich cultural deposit and great
number of cultural treasures. lts history is a history of unification of
nations, Han, Serbi. Khitan, and Mucken.

Now, the historic city has turned into a8 new-founded industrial city
and tourist resort. The three million Datong people warmly welcome

frierd from home and abroad to this beautiful city.
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