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Reading Lessons



Lesson One

Text

Learning a Language

In schools all over the world boys and girls are
learning foreign languages. Many grown-ups are doing
so in their spare time. Everybody knows his own
language, but to know another is very useful.

Which is the best way to learn a language? We
should remember that we all learnt our own language
well when we were children. If we could learn a sec-
ond language in the same way, it would not seem so
difficult. Think of what a small child does. It listens
to what people say and it tries to imitate what it
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hears. When it wants something, it has to ask for it.
It is using the language. It is talking in it and think-
ing in it all the time. If people had to use a second
language all the time, they would learn it quickly.

It is important to remember, also, that we learn
our own language by hearing people speak it, not by
sceing what they write. We imitate what we hear. In
school, though you learn to read and write as well as
to hear and speak, it is best to learn all new words
through the ear. Of course, you must learn to read
them, spell them, and write them, too.

A man who stuttered once went to a shop where
they sold birds. He wanted to buy a parrot, a bird
which we can teach to speak. He said to the shop-
keeper: “Have you g-g-got a p-p-parrot that can t-t-talk
English?”

“Yes, sir, ” answered the shopkeeper. “Here’s a
fine green one that will understand everything you
say to it.”

So the man bought'it. But a few days later he
took it back to the shop.

“This b-b-bird can’t t-t-talk, ” he complained. “It
can only st-t-tutter.”

This may just be a story, but there is some truth
in it.



Notes to the Text

. grown-up n. JREEAN, XA EELHE to grow up(Gh
FURAR) 3X A 515 2 LT R Hy:
Xiao Wang has grown up.

INEERKBAT.

He is now a grown-up.

fR-ABRENT,

. We should remember that we all learnt our own

language well when we were children.
LA, RINBAELEHICE CHIES (R
) 247 80,

FHR—ABEZAWHEND: TR We
should remember, iy that 5| RAFEIEY 2 RIEL
5, WHpXaE—A 8% learnt Bji A RIEMN 4

when we were children.
. If we could learn a second language in the same
way, it would not seem so difficult.
BRINFRURBETREEI-BEIES, BERTS
EAMABWMET.,
XHA could .. would ¥7EHIER,
. It listens to what people say and it tries to imi-
tate what it hears.
i Gt ) W7 SN B8 A1, H IR BB 05 b Cb) BivT 2 891,
child(JL%), THEBBREY, HMAKEFAR
Wit R
4 what SRR, STEAY A4 that which,
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7.

X, £ Tt listens to what (= that which) people
say ... f,that fif listen to By%iE, which £ that
FIfRIA, e say RYEIE, what —5 R, HRRAXRAR
i, 7E it tries to imitate what it hears 1, what
def¥ imitate F1 hears HyEEiE, HARX AR,
P8R T WA

Please tell us what it is. (what SZEEMILIR)

EE IR EM 4,

Please tell us what you’ve heard. (what £

FRALI)

A ERIT 2 0 300 5 R TR0 1,
It is talking in it and thinking in it all the time.
fio () B2 (R FE X MME S VR IE, B,

Fa T EMESRIER B, BN in,
It is important to remember, also, that we learn
our own language by hearing people speak it, not
by seeing what they write.
REX—-GOREERFREMEEIAE): RINAESE
PHIAY, MAERENABHEL A CHIESM,

i by EXBERBHEMTER", MAZIE—K
AR SR BN, B4 3 AR (N iR
B -ing JERX), Him:

We can never learn a foreign language only

by studying its grammar.
In school, though you learn to read and write as
well as to hear and speak, it is best to learn all
new words through the ear.



AR PR BRBE VT, WFiRS, (ARIFE RN
B Ak % A #idl,

. A man who stuttered once went to a shop where
they sold birds.
—AAAAE —&EB— KL LMY,

ENR—AIEHEZASAMENEEN, TR A
man once went to a shop; who stuttered #1 where
they sold birds ¥j2h@iEMNA), 2 BIE a man f1
a shop,

. He wanted to buy a parrot, a bird which we can
teach to speak.
BT — RS, — MBI AR E%iEN G,

iXH,a bird & a parrot f9[E{riE, which we
can teach to speak R a bird MEIBEMNG)., XA
fLiA which i "7 A} that. ft#, fn:

Have you got a bird that can talk English?
BoE IE WA R RIE R % F 81 which (that) FTLL
w3k,

Here’s a fine green one that(GEiEmMAdhiyE:
&, AA4H %) will understand everything (which;

that ®[Ll453:) you say to it.

Grammar

. XEiEME (The Attributive Clause) ¢))]

#iE (The Attribute) £4)F v & ia fub R sy
TEFTE vh, X FRME AR5 7T DAL 803, 415 sy 4, il e
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This is a good book.

XA,

It is a2 book of three hundred pages.

BRE-AZEHIMAS,

This is the book (which, that) I want to bor-

Tow.

ot R MBS,

FESE Z AR, 151 417 book AYRE—AF B4k #y, B
— Ao, BRI, XA 4D, B IENGD B
fi Bl i 44 38) (SR AR IAD BR A 64737 (antecedent), #4717
LG by 32E, KBS RIE,

ALEN: D IG5 TRIERIENDBTY,
— BT RATI 200, TSR A2 B A — R 1T
2ZJa; 2) fE¥EIES, Hi4 that, which &A%k 3HEIE
WA X AIRARR R RIR, R —FE A, AN TR,
NEEILSAEM, RRRE WL, —RXFARIA(Rela-
tive Pronoun), Ziwho, whom, which, that, what;
— =X FEA (Relative Adverd), 4n when, where,
) KRR HE

1) who $§ A, 25 M0k i 3:35, Hlam:

The comrade who wants to see you is here.

This is the comrade who wants to see you.

Do you know that comrade who wants to ses
me?

i) whom # A, 62 1B MM b it s2i5*. Fildn:

TERAZE D, whom UENih who BIUIC; BIE:M 5 EIER
iR :

e 7 o



The comrade whom you want to see is here.
This is The comrade whom you want to see.
Do you know the comrade whom I want to

see?
iii) which 54, EEIEADPATHEIEREIE. 6
du:

The book which you want to buy is sold

out.
This is the book which won the prize.
P've got you the book which you wanted to

borrow.
iv) that W[If8# who, whom, which {£ >,
2) XF: A A Mk
H when Fii where BIS:i%i8 M AT, 4y i)
B R ANHA . when 1 where Z 5 78 A4 th fHOIR IE
when = at/on which (time, moment, day, etc.);
where = in/at which (place), %il4n:
July 7th, 1937 is the day when the Anti-
Japanese War broke out.
While I was in London, I visited the house
where Marx lived and worked.

A man who stuttered once went to a shop
Where they sold birds.
2. %XFEK1§ What
What % & RIFHE, #64710 5 % R 104 A —i,

* that &5 which £ LMK S, KEELUR VEE,

s 8



#2F that which, & the thing(s) which, & ##
FEA Ry iE RIEHFIE, MDA EIE RIERE
&,
Fildu:
Think of what (= the things which) a small
child does.
(what {47 s 1A of HFiE —— the things,
E A digiE does fy2iE—— which)
It listens to what (= that which) people say.
(what HeteFmHIEEREIE listens to MEIE—
that, R NAHiFIE say By3%iE~—— which)
What is done is done. (That which is done

is done.)

(what i Emfnh b EiE)

Exercises

1. Answer the following questions about the text in

. writing:

1) Are only school-children learning foreign lan-
guages?

2) We all learnt our own language quite well
when we were children, didn’t we?

3) How does a child learn to speak?

4) What, in the author’s opinion, is the best way
to learn a foreign language?

5) What truth is there in the story about the stut.
terer and his parrot?



6) What difficulties do you have in your English
study? How are you trying to overcome
([,ouvo'kam] »t. Fifl) them?
2. Translate, making use of words and expressions
given below:
1) fRitamHBE A TR _
2) BESU—FIMEMRIFNIMNERZEEZRE,
3) HTW—ERIFFRFIITAN R, SRR W B,
BABSAEREIET S, BE, BERTKET,
4 WROED TIA B AERE, HiehneT,
5) MEBHELSTHRNFANLTIREE,
6) /NEIEELRK M, E T AN A BEHBETFNEDE R,
) —EHE, REIEART,
— YR REEE, X
8) MARLLEL o M B IR LA BSE (fool[fu:l]
ol SERG BRRE) PPIAEMA, RAKEBRF—-Ia A A
UREB AT RE K B A A,
(to learn to do something, to teach someone
to do something, the best way to do something,
all the time (some of the time—f}) to seem,
to have to, imitate, in one’s spare time, once,
to remember, of course, to tecach someone to
read and write)
8. Learn to make sentences with words and €Xpres.
sions given above.
4. Translate the text into Chinese.
5. Translate, using attributive clauses:

o JO =
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1
2)
3)
4
5)
6)

7
8)

KA A B T E IR ELS %,

e 3 L B — 8L v B R4 E ok
REECRE, 20T R B RE S G IR,

AR U bk Wy RLE T TS BRIk

RINEEMIRE EFRBDAEERT,
LAEARELHEFT KN XD FH R E I~
Ko ‘

Xt EER B IR MBI R A,
FEERAETIE ) R EMIBEEN,

6. Make complex sentences consisting of attributive

clauses,

o 1] »



