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[ ofen wondered betore vou came how | would handle
a daughter. Thd 1 want a frills dau;_zhtt:r ar 4 chnnsy,
cheerful child? An administrator” Or caring ! Or both?

I got a lolally umique, unpredictable, delightful vou.
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Noo You are nol perfect — and 1 am sorry thal
| ~ectued lo demand perfection. You are better than perlect

Yo are a vnigue plece of humanity, fallible, questing,

alwavs astonishing in vour discoveries and drewms.
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[ keep an album of photographs of you —
as if T could hold on to all the different yous —

the baby, the toddler, the schoal gitl, the teenager-.

But they don’t really matier. Not that much.

Because vou are all of them — and every time

1 see you T think, "This is the best time.”




AR A ER ST —AERFFa)H—
— AR E RS E AP F RGN EE,

KRR FATERERT A —THRESHFR?T
SR KRB0 7 KA B S
ERRAREFRASALFHERI AN,
HRARTOL AFEFLETELABNEE,

Life since you came has heen like an extraoedinary book —

one where | jusl can’l wail to lum the page
and see what new thing you have done.
I don’t know which T like best — the quiel chaplers —
or the big dramatic scenes — or the cliff-hangers,

It's never dull. | jusl can’l get over the fact

that | had a hand in the authorship.
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)ear daughter. I think ol vor all the time.
Y hen |find the dve frono vour T-shart has patterned
mo=t Ihings in the wash.
When 1 lind long hairs in the draon pape.

When I'm scruphing the Dath o1l scum afl 1the bath.

When 1 find a half-eaten har of chocolate in vour bedl.
When 1 diseover vouve consumed all the we-cream
el befare dinner.

Wlhen [ lind a voghurt-pot fnll of priunmses
[y mv Ded.

| tove vou.
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For all the hurried kisses — smelling of chocolate or Chanel.
Thanks for all the cards — hand drawn or by Renunr.
For all the parcels — knobbly or beribboned.

For remembering.
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Thank vou for showing me, when | thought

my mothering days were over, that the best

davs between us are only just begimning.
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Thank vou for believing my birthday cakes were

magical, my paintings amazing and my stories were

Lhe best in the world,
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In a world where il is necessary 1o succeed,

perhaps only we women know more deeply that

success can be a quiet and hidden thing.
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¢ ﬁ We have our own lives, (
N | %
7 4 Both of us need to find our own space, |
to explore the world about us, H'#}
e
PN to extend our own abilities. 35, L
= i
wg’f\ But, we are bound 1o one another. V"
sl R
T3 Ii is so Jight that somelimes . :\: _
! ﬁ: %\Q‘J we seem Lo forget it. | v
N But i1 is stronger than life itself.
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Weve done well — scen wonders, dreamed dreams. .
Perhaps we haven’t made a circumnavigation of lhe
worltd, or climbed Fseresl, or wrilien a best seller.
We've differcnl tastes, ddifferent <kills, dillerent ambilions .
But we hke to wateh the other hve and leam —
and e applaud when s called for.
ethaps we're nol evenone’s comventional idea
of a mother and danghter.

But we like cach other. We encourage each ather,

We are frend-.
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the most beautiful, the most considerate
daughter 1n the entire universe.
But that wouldn’t be night.
I"ve not met all the daughters

in the universe. [ can only judge

bv my limited acquaintance. '|

But on that basis 1 say you are the

cleverest , the most beautiful, the most. . .
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Thank you for having given me the chance 1o make

mud pies again, to paddle in the sea, to sail toy boats,
to try everything in the children’s museum -
and 1o stroke all the goats in the children’s zoo.
Thank you for an excuse to make home-made jam
and bake birthday cakes.

Thank you for bringing back fun to all our lives.
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It is always a surprise to find vou have a daughter

as voung as yourself.
Thank vou, dear, for not thinking I am old.

{Or, at least, not that old.
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You have my love — the love that links us,
Take it with you into the world

that 1 will never know.
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S| A child gives us our own first times all over again
I have watched the marvel of a curtain -
rise in vour face, the hushing of a concert hall
as the baten lifis, the first sight of the sea.

Thank vou for reawakening wonder.
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My hope for you is that all your life you
will go on being astonished and

delighted by the world about you.




