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The Loess Plateau is the
cradle of the Chinese Nation, giv-
ing the Huanghe River (Yellow
River). the symbol of Chinese
civilization. tremendous force.
The River rolls to the east with
the momentum of an avalanche.
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PREFACE

The vast Loess Plateau is the cradle of the Chinese Nation and
the birthplace of ancient Chinese culture. It is a mystenous, rugged
land, cut by ravines and gullies and believed by past generations to
be created by gods gone mad. Terraced fields climbing up the
mountainsides, blossoming fruit trees, unique cave dwellings and
simple but beautiful local songs these are all features of the
Loess Plateau that atiract the visitor,

The 630 000 square kilometers of the Loess Plateau covers
large parts of Shanxi, Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai and Henan provinces
and Hui Autonomous Region of Ningxia and Inner Mangolia Autono-
mous Region.Eighty milion people of Han, Hui, Mongolian, Tibetan
and other nationalities live here. The Huanghe River (Yellow River)
winds its way across the Plateau, turning first north and then
south. The topography of the area is a complex mixture of loess
hills, ravines, plains, grasslands, desert and mountains. The land is
often in the grip of winds that shift the sand and turn the sky yel-
low.

The Loess Plateau abounds in natural resources: It has 280 mil-
llon mu (15 mu is one hectare) of arable land, 300 million mu of
grassland and about 500 billion tons of coal deposits making up
more than two thirds of the country’s total reserves. The Shenfu
and Tongsu coal fields are world famous and together with the
dozens of hydro-power stations along the Huanghe River, they
serve as China’s largest energy base. In addition, the plateau has
rich deposits of aluminum, nonferrous metals and oil.

In ancient times, forests and grass grew fuxuriantly and wild ani-
mals roamed freely across the Plateau, put as population in-
creased, more and more forests were cut down for farming. This
caused serious soil erosion, gradual desertification and eventu-
ally a serious imbalance in the ecological environment. Enor-
mous amounts of silt washed into the Huanghe River are still threat-



ening all forms of life on the river’s lower reaches. and the people
on the plateau have been struggling to transform and rebuild the
land for many years. They have achieved remarkable success, es-
pecially in the past 30 years, building enormous terraced fields,
planting forests and pastures, and opening mines. On much of the
formerly barren land cities and new rural areas have appeared.

To harness this ancient land and to explore its resources in a
rational way, the Chinese government has entrusted the Chinese
Academy of Sciences together with related agricultural, geotogical,
and water conservation departments and colleges and universities,
to make a general survey of this land. Some surveys had already
been done in the late 1950s Dy a number of scientists. The present
one started in 1985 and will be completed in 1990. Both surveys
have yielded a great deal of useful information.

In today’s modernizabon drive, a great deal of emphasis is
being put on the development of the Loess Plateau. It is to be built

into one of the country’s important energy—heavy industry—chemical
industry base as well as base of fruit, forestry and animal husbandry.

Shf Uiyt

Oct. 1990
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Thrs book introduces systematically
and comprehensively the urique natur-
al scenery. socral and economic general
conditions. inciuding the formation and
evolution of foess plateau, the harness
of soal erosion. the construction of the
base of energy heavy incustry che-
mical industry as well as the rich and
eolourful nanenal customs and tourist
attactions, etc. The whole book consists
of 374 vanous colour photographs, nine-
teen various maps (such as the distri-
bution and thickness of loess. the
attractive seenery of the Loess Pla-
teaw) 1t ncludes nine parts: Mystery of
the Loess Land: Cradle of the Chinese
Xation. Man and the Enviranment, On

the—spor Investigation o the Loess
Plateau: Coal Ocean 1 the World:
World famous Special Local Products:
Culture and Costoms of the loess
Platcau. Tounst Attractions on the
Locss Plateau: Rebuilding the Land.
Hopful Prospects for the Loess Plateau.
The pictures and writing of this book
are rich and colourful. It has abundant
c forms and lofty senti-
a large —scale precious
picture album with the integration of
serence and culture, humamty and na-
ture.
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