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Temples in Mt, Wutai

Shanxi, with a long history, is one of the cradles of the Chinese
civilization, Sanjin culture {Shanxi culture) is an ethic culture which
distinguishes itself from those in many countries and areas of the world,
The ethic culture, which fealures “doing good deeds to cne's credit end
for the puslic good” is the soul of the Sanjin cultire and a spiritual tie
between cifferent people of different beliefs.

As an ermbodiment of the Sanjin culture, the Buddhist culture of Mt,
Wautai, through different periods of development and prosperity by blend—
ing with other culres, has developed intc a culture with a strong local
color, and a unity of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism. Wt Wutai is
honowred as the place where Wenshu performed the Buddhist rites, and
is renowned and appealing with its unigue position in the history and
profound Buddhist culture. It rose and declined through the long history,
Being honored and worshiped, it weathered through the dynasties of
North Wei, Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming, Cing and the Repbulic of China, and
developed into a treasure house of art with a mingled culture of different
countries_ It is a cultural treasure place of Buddhism, history and art,
with a huge collection of historical relics of a wice variety, which are
very valuable end rare in the world.

Although Mt. Wutai has experienced many vicissitudes in its long
history, there are 47 terples unimpaired, with 39 temples in Taihuai and
8 ones outside it, In Mt Wutai, the Buddhist culture is all-embracing,
with the Qing Sect and the Yellow Hat Lamism coexisting, the Xian
Sect and the Mi Sect competing, and Buddhist ceremonies frequentiy
performed. Five terrples in Mt Wutai are listed as the majar historical
and cultural sites under State protection (Foguang Temple, Nanchan
Temple, Xiantong Temple, Hongfu Temple and Yanshan Temple), and
nine under the provincial protection (Shuxiang Temole, Tayuan Termple,
Longguan Temple, Nanshan Temple, Bishan Ternple. Jinge Termple, Luchou
Temple, Pusading Temple, Yusnzhao Templa). All the termnples have a
distinctive feature of their own, All the majestic buildings, magnificent

painted sculptures, exquisite and ingenious stone carvings are a perfect



embodiment of the Buddhist culture of Mt Wutai. They give a full
expression to all the artistic forms and styles of different ages, e.g. the
incomparable grandeur of Foguang Temple and Nanchan Temple built in
the Tang Dynasty, the magnificenze of the imperial building of Pusading
Temple, the ingenuity of the stone carvings in Nanshan Termpie and
Longquan Temple, and the nobleness and gracefuiness of the painted
sculptures in Xiantong Temple and Shuxiang Temple, which are too
numerous to list, and too beautiful for words. It looks as if you entered
into a fairyland of weasure which dazzles you,

To learn the Buddhist culture of Mt. Wutai is to lean the cultwre of
the whole nation, Mt. Wutai is a holy lang of Buddhism where you can
learn the Buddhist culture, the history and civilizaticn of the place, and
enjoy the natural landscape. In the 90s of the twentieth century, tourism
in Mt Wutai has greatly developed. With people being more educated
and cultivated. travs! for cultural purpose has becme a fashion The
tourists’ pursuit of cultural nurture has become a hot point of tourism.
With this as a pivat, M. Wutai should make good use of its advantages
o promote its taurism. Since 1990, “Internationzl Tourism Month of Mt
Wutai” has been successfully held in Mt Wutai for 12 times, which
makes it well-known in China and in the world. Up to now, 8500000
people have visited there, All these are a great stimulus for the deve-
lopment of tourism in that area and Shanxi Province, The level of the
development of Touwrism is one of the indexes which measure the
economical level of a region or a country, To keep up with the time, we
write this book with a new style which is quite different from that of
the previous tourist guidebooks. Well—o-ganized, the pook, gives a brief
account of more than 20 tempies in Mt Wutai from a cu tural angle so
as 1o uplift people's cultivation and ther tastes, and quicken the deve—

lopment of tourism in Shanxi orovince.
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