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LESSON ONE

HOUSING AND TRANSPORTATION IN
CHINA

READING

Lan-ting, who lives in the City of Taipei, is a
student in a senior high school. Here he is talking to
his uncle at the end of the winter vacation.

Uncle: Hello, Lan-ting. How are you?
Lan-ting: Fine, Uncle. Thank you. And how are you?
Uncle: I'm very well. Thanks. How have you enjoyed
your winter vacation?
Lan-ting: Very much. I took some trips. I went to
Tainan to visit Grandpa, my mother’s father.
Uncle: How nice! How is he?
Lan— ting: Splendid. He’s just moved into his new
apartmeni from the old Japanese-style house,
Uncle: Yes, in all the cities multi-story apartment
buildings have replaced the old houses. Did
you go by bus?

housing (‘havzip) transportation (,trenspa'tefon]) Lan-ting
(‘lzen,tig) gplendid ('splendid) apartment (2'partmant])
multi-story (‘malt:,stori] replace [ri‘ples]
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Lan-ting: I came back by the Kuo Kuang bus, but I
went by train. Both are speedy. The electric
train is by far more comfortable.

Uncle: I still remember the days when it took eight

hours to get by train from Taipei to Kaohsiung.
I guess you also went to Kaohsiung?

Lan-ting: Yes. My friend’s father took me around
the harbor city. The underground tunnel across
the harbor is really a marvel. I also saw
part of the steel-works and the shipyard.

Uncle: Has Kaohsiung changed? When were you there

last?

Lan—tmg To me it is a large, busy and bustling city
today. I was there six or seven years ago.
At that time there were not so many tall
buildings, nor were there so many people.

Uncle: Just like in Taipei, most of the old-style houses

have disappeared. The downtown streets are
lined with high-~rises.

Lan-ting: In Taipei some of the high-rises are govern-

speedy ('spidiJ harbor {‘Harba) underground (‘anda-
‘gravnd) tunnel {‘tan]] steel [stil) works [wsks)
shipysrd ('fip,jard)  bustle (‘*bss]) high-rise {*hai;raiz)
government-built (‘gavemoant bilt]
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The cars, buscs and trucks on the freeway.

the clectric railroad
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ment-built apartment buildings for citizens.
Uncle: Yes, such as those beside Youth Park. Which
did you like better, the trip by train or the
trip by bus?

Lan-ting: The trip by train was very pleasant and
" comfortable. Of course, it is more expensive

to travel by train than by bus. I must say
the bus trip along the freeway is also a
great experienice. The scenery along the way
i beautiful and full of variety.

Uncle: Today, of course, so many trucks and private

cars use the freeway, too.

Lan-ting: Anyway, the railroad system and the highway
system as well as the freeway are very con-
venient.

Uncle: Yes, in housing and transportation, we have

indeed made rapid progress. '

—— by T’eng I-Lu, based on People in Taiwan Are
Living the Good Life published by Kwang Hwa
Publishing Company.

IDIOMS AND PHRASES

1. Japanese-style—in the style of Japan. H.Uff,

citizen {‘sitezn)} scencry ('sinari] variety (va'raiati]
private [(‘praivit) rapid (‘repid)



That is a Japanese-style dress.

. multi-story apartment buildings—apartment buildings

of more than one story. $BHATEE,
Kue Kuang Bus—the fastest long-distance bus in Taiwan.

C7Biot 7 - SUIE

. by far— (with a comparative or superlative degree) by

a large degree. JEF, HAK,
She is by far the tallest girl in the school.
to line with—to form or be placed in a line or lines
along i % HERK (7o |
The ‘road is lined with many beautiful trees.
government-built apartment buildings — apartment
buildings built by the government. Bff BEHIAEE
Fo
Youth Park—a very large park in the City of Taipei.
(FALHE FELRE.
to make progress—to make advance. ##¥,
Mary is making fast progress in her studies.

. as well as—as much as, as truly as. f T,

He has position, money as well as fame.

INTONATION PRACTICE
Intonation Drill 1: Falling Intonation (1)

The falling intonation is used for most statements,

and for questions which are not yes-no questions. There is

only one stressed syllable in each sentence. Repeat after

your teacher carefully.



1. 'm very/wel\l;_
2. I took someftrips.
L
3. 1 went by/train.
L
4, It's a long/way.
| —
is/he?
5. How is hec_
6. When were you/there?
—_— —
7. What do you;‘thi\;_li-:_:?_
8. Where are youfgoing?
—

REPHRASING

1.

-

The electric train is by far more comfortable.
=The electric train is far more comfortable.
=The electric train is much more comfortable.

. When were you there last?

=When were you there the last time?

There were not so many tall buildings, nor were there
so many people.

=There were not so many tall buildings, and there were

not so many people either.

I must say the bus trip along the freeway is also a great
experience.

=] have to say I fully enjoyed the trip by bus along the

freeway.

PATTERN PRACTICE

1.

Contractions
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Contractions are commonly used in speaking. Common
contractions are:

I'm, you're, he’s, she’s, we're, they’re, isn’t, wasn't,
weren’t, don’t, didn’t, can’t, won't, hasn’t, haven't,
etc.

Now. practice the following orally. Use contractions in
your sentences.

I am a student.

—>

"You are Chinese.

—>

He is from Tainan.

=3

It is a good idea.

—y

We are all boys (girls).

—>

They are going swimming.

—>

We will not agree.

> .

They do not want to go.

—>

John did not see the movie.

—>

Mary has not bought anything.
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—>
I have not been to Hsinchu.
—
Helen would not sleep so late.
—
Sam should not cut the tree.
—
2. Adverbial of Means: by + Noun
Examples: How did John come? (plane)
—> He came by plane.
How did you go? (train)
—> [ went by train.
How did they go downtown? (bus)
—>
How did you come back? (car)
—>
How did she go to school? (taxi)
—>
How did they go to Japan? (ship)
— _
How did the Wongs return to Taipei? (train)
—
How did she send the letters? (air)
—
How did you send the parce_l? (sea)
—>
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EXTENSION
In the earlier days, most people used bicycles for trans-
portation. They had to be imported because they were not pro-
duced in Taiwan. Now the progress of transportation can be
seen everywhere.Most bicycles made in Taiwan are for ex port,
and only some of them are sold locally to students or people
who use them for purpose of exercise. Motorcycles and cars
have become the main means of transportation for people in
Taiwan. Locally-made and imported cars can be seen every-
where. Taiwan’s railroad system has been electrified, and a
freeway has been built down the island to cut down travel
time. It now takes only four hours to go from Keelung to
Kaohsiung by train, or six hours by car.
import #r1 export 0o locally # i
EXERCISES
A. Fill in the blanks according to the lesson.
Lan-ting enjoyed his winter vacation very much. He
took some t . First, he went to Tainan to
his grandfather, who had just moved into a new
a___ from Lis old house. Then he went to Kao-
hsiung. While there, he wastaken ___ the harbor
and had a drive through theu ~ tunnel, He also
saw part of the steel- __ and the shipyard. He
found that Kaohsiung, like other cities, is different
from the old days. Many h ~__have replaced the
old buildings. He enjoyed the trip by train because it

1]
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was¢ . He a'so enjoyed the bus trip o

the freeway for its beautiful s

B. Match ihe words similar in meaning.

1. citizen a . excellent

2. convenient b . the main part of a town
3. downtown c . change _

4. freeway d . suiting one’s comfort

5., marvel e, not open to the public

6. private f . a strong vehicle for carry-

ing goods

7. splendid . vary quick

8. speedy h. member of a nation

9, truck i, a wide road for fast driv-
ing and few stops

10, variety j . something wonderful

C. Word form: fill in each blank with the proper form of
the words given. -
1, house, housing
They  the visitors in the hotel.
The city government has a new plan for
2. speed, speedy
The car will . along the freeway. The electric
train is indeed .
3. electricity, electric, electrify
The fan runs eon . It is an fan.

Sre meoest of the train: in Taiwan ?
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4, marvel, marvelous
Itis __ to see you sound and safe. It is a
to see you so rich and happy.
5. disappear, disappearance
The moon _ _ in the moving clouds.
When did the of the child take place?
6. comfort, comfortable
The people in our country livein ____ . We have
a tife.

7. experience

Mr. Granger has never poverty.
To climb Mount Ali is one of the best of
his life.
8. variety, vary, various
There is a great ____ of buildings in London.
+ London has  kinds of buiidings.
The price of the ticket __ with the distance.

9. private, privacy
In their. dormitory every student has his _
room.
We must respect other people’s _
10. progress
We should trv to make ___ in our studies.
These countries have __rapidly in recent years.

D. Comprehension: nnswer the questions.

1. Where did L .a-ting go during his winter vacation?
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. What kind of buildings have replaced the old houses

in the cities?

. What are the common means of transportation in

the R. (. C.?

4, What is the fastest bus in the R. Q. C.?

. What are the two biggest harbors in the R. 0. C.2
. About how many hours does it take to get by train

from Taipei to Kaohsiung?

E. Translation:

1.
2,

3.
4,
5.

Bk ER I EKERBS, (..by far..)
FARBRTHECLEFSERY, (it-more expensive-
to travel) .
HEARGEORREAEL, (..be full of...)
SR EES, (..make progress...)
EHHERERNEEH, FEEED, (..as well as...)

F. Describe in a paragraph how you spent your last winter

vacation in a brief paragraph. Indicate what you did,

what places of interest you went to, how you went to

these places, and whom yéu 8aW.



