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;LESSON ONE Part 1

POST HASTE

“l say, I am pleased to see you!” declared the little
man standing dejectedly by the pillar-box. ‘

“Oh, hullo!” I said, stopping, “Simpson, isn’t it?”

The Simpsons were newcomers to the neighbourhood, -
and my wife and I had only met them once or twice. 5

“Yes, that’s right!” returned Simpson. He seemed quite
gratified by my ready recognition. “I wonder if you could
lend me threepence?” I plunged an investigatory hand into
my pocket. “You see, my wife gave me a letter to post,
and I've just noticed it isn’t stamped.” 10

“They never are, ” I said, sympathetically.

“It must go to-night, it really must! And I don’t
suppose I'should-find a post-office open at this time of
night, do you?” ‘

The hour being close upon eleven, I agreed that itis
seemed improbable. _

“So I thought, you see, I'd get stamps out of the
' machine,” explained Simpson, not without pride in his
inéenuity, “only I find I haven’t any coppers on me.”.

“I'm awfully sorry, but I'm afraid I haven’t either,” I20
told him, concluding my explorations.

“QOh, dear, dear!” he said. Just like that. He was that- 1
sort of little man. ’

“Perhaps somebody else—" I put forward. ‘ j
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“There isn’t anyone else.”

He looked up the street, and I looked down. Then he
looked down the street, and I looked up. We both drew
blank.

5 “Yes, well!” I said, and made to move off. But he
looked so fctlorn, standing there clutching a blue, unstamp-
ed envelope, that I really hadn’t the heart to desert him,

*“Tell you what,” I said. “You’d better walk along with
me to my place—it’s only a couple of streets off—and I'll

10try to hunt up some change for you there.”

“It’s really awfully good of you!” said Simpson, blinking
earnestly. '

* * *

At home, we managed to run the coveted pennies and
halfpennies to earth. I handed the sum to Simpson, who,

15in the most businesslike way, made a note of the loan in
his pocket-book, and departed. I watched him take a dozen

- steps up the road, hesitate, and then return to me.

"~ “I say, I am sorry to trouble you again,” he said. “The
fact is, we're still quite strangers round here, and—well,

20 'm rather lost, to tell you the truth. Perhaps you'd direct

' me to the post-office?”

I did my best. I spent three solid minutes in explaining
to him exactly where the post-office was. At the end of
that time I felt as lost as Simpson.

25 “Pm—DI'm afraid I dor’t quite—” he blinked.
“Here, I'd better come along with you,” I said.
“Oh, I say, that’s awfully kind of you!” he assured me.
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I felt inclined to agree with him. I led the way to the
post-office. Simpson inserted a penny in the automatic
stamp-machine. The coin passed through the machine with
a hollow rattle. Its transit failed to produce the desired
stamp, Simpson looked at me with a what-do-I-do-now sort s
of expression.

“It’s empty,” I explained.

“Oh!” said Simpson.

Experiment revealed that the stock of ha{’penny stamps -
was also exhausted. Simpson, in his agitation at thisio
discovery, dropped his letter face downwards on the pave-
ment, whence he retrieved it with the addition of a large
blob of mud. .

“There!” ejaculated Simpson, quite petulantly. “Now
it’s got mud on it!” He rattled the empty machines spite- 15
fully. “Well, what can we do now?”

I gathered that I was deftmtely a member of the
posting party. -

“I suppose it must go to-night>” I said.

“Dear me, yes! My wife was most insistent about that. 20
She said I wasn’t to— It's—well, I don’t krow that it’s
extraordinarily 1mportant but—but I'd better post it, if
you know what I mean.” .

I did know. Or, at least, | knew Mrs. Simpson.

“I know—I've got a book of stamps at home!” I sud-2s
denly remembered.

“We ought to have thought of that before!” said
Simpson almost severely.




“We'd better hurry, or we shall miss the post,” I told
him. ,
* * *
We hurried. It was as well we did hurry, because it
took rather a long while to find the book of stamps. And
5it wasn’t really worth finding, after all. It was empty.
“How very provoking!” was Simpson’s summing-up of
the matter.
“Funny!” I said, “I could have sworn it was nearly
full!” '
10 “But what about my letter?” asked Simpson, dolefully.
“You’ll have to post it unstamped, that’s all,” I said. 1
was begifming to lose interest in Simpson’s letter.
“Oh, could I do that?” he asked, brightening.
“What else can-you do? The other chap will have to
15 pay double postage on it in the mornmg, but that can’t be -
helped.”
“Ishouldn’t like to do that »
“Neither should I Still, that’s his trouble. Now, hurry,
or you’ll miss the last collection.”
20 Much flustered by this reminder, Simpson went off up '
-the street at a trot. ‘
“Hi! The other way!” I roared after him.
“Sorry!” he panted, returning. “I-I rather think I've
forgotten the way again.”
, % * x
25 I didn’t even start to explain. I just took him firmly
by the arm and escorted him to the post-office, in time for
the midnight collection. I knew it would save me time in
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the-end. He dropped in his letter and then, to finish off
my job properly, I took him home.

“I’m most awfully grateful to you, really,” he assured
me, earnestly, from his doorstep. “I—I can’t think what I
should have done without you. That letter—it’s only an s
invitation to dinner, to—gocd gracious!”

“Why, what’s the matter?”

“Nothing. Just something I’'ve remembered.”

“What?” '

But he didn’t tell me. He just goggled at me like ai0-
stricken goldfish, jerked out a “good-night,” and popped
indoors. :

All the way home I was wondering what it was he’'d
remembered. ,
- But I stopped wondering next morning, when I had to1s

4pay the postman sixpence for a blue envelopé with a great

muddy mark on its face,
By Colin Howard

NEW WORDS:

haste /heist/ n. hurry; speed 5 2% .

de-clare /di'kles/ v. say clearly, strongly or solemnly &#

de-ject-ed /di'dsektid /adj. sad; gloomy EFERL » RFITEN

pi;llar-box/ ‘pilsboks/ n. a letter-box in the street EB#

" Simp-son /'simpsn/n. A% 7 /

grat-i-fied /'gratifaid/ adj. pleased; with pleasure BSEY s JRLY

plunge /plands/ v. thryst forcibly into a hole, etc. E# ,

in-ves-ti-ga-tor-y /in'vestigeitori/ adj. inquiring; examining ¥EZEHY

im-prob-a-ble /im'probsbl/ adj. not likely to happen or to be true
FOHN  TEORER
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in-ge-nu-i-ty /indsi'nju:iti/ n. cleverness and skill 8& ; ®r5 ,
cop-per /'kopa/n. a coin of low value, sometimes made of copper
but generally made of bronze. In Englar, pennieé and halfpen-
nies are called coppers §if%
aw-ful:ly /'o:fuli/ adv. very 5% ; #t
con-clude /ken'klu:d/ v. bring to a suitable end; finish 5245 ; #&IF.
ex-plo-ra-tion /eksplo:'reifon/ n. the act of investigation B% ; %
for-lorn /fa'lo:n/ adj. miserable TRy ;s B ‘
blink /blink/ v. to wink; to seec obscurely [ZR85  EHIEER
cov-et-ed /'kavitid /adj. greatly desired FITH ; BEY
sol-id /'solid /adj. whole; uninterrupted Z¥tny ;5 & TERY
in-cline /in'klain/ v. tend; turn the mind in a certain direction
in-sert /in'ss:t/v. put, place, fit or push in A ; i
hol-low /'holou/ adj. not full-tcntl, sounding as if coming from an
empty place ZRiRBY
rat-tle /'retl/n. a number of short, sharp sounds very close toge-
ther (BEHEARR) I En
tran-sit /'treensit/ n. the passage from one place to another &
ag-i-ta-tion/,eedsi'teifon/n. (of the mind or feeling) anxiety
&R
pave-ment/ 'peivment/n. a paved path for foot-passengers at the
side of a road AT
re-trieve /ri'tri:v/ v. restore; take possession of again HtH
blob /blob/ n. spot of colour /MBERY )
e-jac-u-late /x'dstJulen/ n. to utter suddenly and briefly; exclaxm‘
n-H 3 AR ) .
pet-u-lant /'petjulont/ adj: irritable; expressing. discontent over
trifles $¥EREY » R NETIEBREY -
in-sis-tent /in'sistent/ adj. urgent; ~commanding -or compelling -
attention BREMY ; BRI . ‘
ex-lraor-di-nar-y /iks'tra:dineri,-dnri/ adj. remarkable; unusual #
SHE S R



pro-vok-ing /pva'voukin/adj. irritating; annoying FARY s MAE X
B

dole-ful /'doulful/ adj. mournful; miserable = » HEH

flus-ter /'flasts/ v. make nervous, excited or confused %R

gra-cious /'greifes/ adj. in exclamations FTF ! X%

gog-gle /'gogl/ v. stare in surprise or terror (BIRXEmM) &

strick-en /'striksn/ adj. affected by illness, wounds, age, grief, mis-
fortune, etc BITHREY | BBEN

“jerk /dsa:k/ v. speak out suddenly ZZRHR

USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES

1. ready (recognition etc.) (=quick)
You want to be very careful if you play any more practlcal
jokes on Jack Smith, He's got a very ready temper, and once
he loses it he’s quite likely to punch you in the eye!
Jane is really a very suitable person to be a receptionist. She
has a friendly personality and her ready smile always puts
people at their ease. ‘
‘My wife's maths is terribly bad. She can’t do the simplest sum
w;thqut using a ready-reckoner.
Walter is a very nice chap to go out for a drink with. Some
people try to make sure that other people buy their drinks
for them, but Walter’s always very ready with his money.

2. d;'aw (a) blank

‘When we went to look for Charley last night, his wifz told us
_that he had gone round to a friend’s and said that we could
find him there. It wasn’t until we'd walked quite a distance
that we realised that none. of us knew exactly where the
friend lived. We knocked on a few doors, but when we' drew
a blank each time, we finally decided to give up and look for
him again some other day.

I met a chap, called Jones, in the library the other day, who

A




turned out to be interested in much the same things as [ am,
and told me to telephonc him some time, saying that his
name was “in the telephone book.” It wasn’t until later that
I remembered that there are about 14 pages of Joneses, sol
didn’t even bother to look, because I knew I would draw
blank,

I 'was very thirsty when I got home the other evening, and
remembered puiting a few bottlcs of coke in theé refrigerator.
But I drew a blank when I went to get one, because someone
had beaten me to it and they were all gone.

. hunt up (=to find) -

If you haven’t got enough people for your play, you should get
in touch with Mr. Black. Ie has dozens of friends, and he’s
bound to be able to hunt up one or two people interested in
acting. ~ N

If you haven’t got anything else to do, why don’t you come
and have lunch at home with me? I'm sure we'll be able to
hunt up enough food for one extra person.

- My wife bought so many things when she went shopping yester-
day ‘that she could hardly méve. It was lucky that she met
a friend of hers, who kindly hunted up a taxi for her while
my wife waited with the parcels.

. solid (number + ‘solid’ + noun) or (a + ‘solid® + number +
noun) ) .

It took me siz solid years before [ was able to save up enough' :
money to buy my motorbike.
The government report on economic planning has just been
published. It makes me glad that -economics ssnt my subject,’
because it’s a solid two thousand pages long!

Youw'll never be able to walk from here to Bill’s place in twénty_
minutes! It's four solid miles if it's an inch! \
It’s a solid two hours’ driving from here to the station by car,
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and T should imagine it will take you even longer by bus, so
.you had better leave yourself plenty of time.

. niss + (pro)noun

If you waut to post that letter you’re writing you had better
hurry up. If you don’t get to the pillar-box in five minutes
you’ll miss the last post, and there won’t be another collection
until tomorrow.

The film I went to see last night was a little longer than usual,
so, by the time I got out, I had missed the bus 1 normally
get and had to wait an hour for the next one,

“If you're looking for Harry, I'm afraid you’ve just missed him.
He only went out a minute ago, though, and if you run to
the corner, you should be able to catch him.”
I saw a second~hand car for sale in the paper yesterday
that looked a real bargain. But when I got to the house of
the man who was seltiag it I found I had just missed it;
someone had got there five minutes before me and bought
it. . '
(just) as well
It was as well we decided yesferday morning not to go to the
theatre in the everiag, because if we Lad we would have
" been caught in that storm and soaked, and the evening would
have been ruined.
. It was Ou:t) as well that Tom was ill last week and .couldn’t
" take his exams, because he hadn’t been doing any work and
would certainly have failed. )
It would be just as well if Sam has his car seen to soon,
because, if he doesn’t, one of these days he’s going to. have
a nasty accident. :
“Hello, Jack. I wanted to tell you that I won't be sble to' come
‘round this evening and help you péint the house.” “That’s
Just as well, really, because we haven’t bought the paint yet,
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and I didn’t want to wasts your {ime.”

stop + gerund

I stopped smoking when my doctor told m= how dangerous
cigarettes are for the health,

Stephen’s mother said that she would stop telling him to clean
up the moment he remembered to do without her having to
tell him. .

“Please stop making so much noise while I'm trying to study,
otherwise, I'll come over there and stop you making it!”

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES

1.

“I say, I am pleased to see you!” declared the little man.
“I say, I am sorry to trouble you again,” he said.
“Oh, I say, that’s awfully kind of you!” he answered me. -
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. “Tell you what,” I said.

Tl you what” 71 [ + SRE | 1 BORERBE o AGRERE
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R o F3% (“Tell you what” ¢ “Ull tell you what.”) B¥ %K

' ‘HE—ERE > BR: Tl tell you what to do.” e

| RXFEEOBEERS  HAYHRBEENREL A  EXaY
TIRaEE -



