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PREAMBLE

CHINA is one of the countries with the longest histories in the
world. The people of all nationalities in China have jointly created a
splendid culture and have a glorious revolutionary tradition.

Feudal China was gradually reduced after 1840 to a semi —
colonial and semi—{feudal country. The Chinese people waged wave
upon wave of heroic struggles for national independence and libera-
tion and for democracy and freedom.

Great and earth —shaking historical changes have taken place
in China in the 20th century.

The Revolution of 1911,led by Dr. Sun Yat —sen, abolished
the feudal monarchy and gave birth to the Republic of China. But
the Chinese people had yet to fulfil their historical task of over-
throwing imperialism and feudalism.

After waging hard, protracted and tortuous struggles, armed
and otherwise, the Chinese people of all nationalities led by the

"Communist Party of China with Chairman Mao Zedong as its leader

ultimately, in 1949, overthrew the rule of imperialism, feudalism
and bureaucrat — capitalism, won the great victory of the new —
democratic revolution and founded the People’s Republic of China.
Thereupon the Chinese people took state power into their own
hands and became masters of the country.

After the founding of the People’s Republic, the transition of
Chinese society from a new — democratic to a socialist society was
effected step by step. The socialist transformation of the private
ownership of the means of production was completed, the system
of exploitation of man by man eliminated and the socialist system
established. The people’s democratic dictatorship led by the work-
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