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Lesson One

Serve the People

September 8, 1944

Our Communist Party and the Eighth Route
and New Fourth Armies led by our Party are bat-
talions of the revolution. These battalions of ours
are wholly dedicated to the liberation of the people
and work entirely in the people’s interests. Com-
rade Chang Szu-teh! was in the ranks of these bat-
talions.

All men must die, but death can vary in its
significance. The ancient Chinese writer Szuma
Chien said, “Though death befalls all men alike,
it may be weightier than Mount Tai or lighter than
a feather.”® To die for the people is weightier
than Mount Tai, but to work for the fascists and

die for the exploiters and oppressors is lighter than

This speech was delivered by Comrade Mao Tsetung at a memorial
meeting for Comrade Chang Szu-teh, held by departments directly under
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China.




a feather. Comrade Chang Szu-teh died for the
people, and his death is indeed weightier than
Mount Tai.

If we have shortcomings, we are not afraid to
have them pointed out and criticized, because we
serve the people. Anyone, no matter who, may
point out our shortcomings. If he is right, we will
correct them. If what he proposes will benefit the
people, we will act upon it. The idea of ‘“better
troops and simpler administration” was put forward
by Mr. Li Ting-ming,® who is not a Communist.
He made a good suggestion which is of benefit to
the people, and we have adopted it. If, in the
interests of the people, we persist in doing what is
right and correct what is wrong, our ranks will
surely thrive.

We hail from all corners of the country and
have joined together for a common revolutionary
objective. And we need the vast majority of the
people with us on the road to this objective. To-
day, we already lead base areas with a population
of 91 million,* but this is not cnough; to liberate

the whole nation more are needed. In times of

. 2 .
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difficulty we must not lose sight of our achieve-
ments, must see the bright future and must pluck
up our courage. The Chinese people are suffering;
it is our duty to save them and we must exert
ourselves in struggle. Wherever there is struggle
there is sacrifice, and death is a common occurrence.
But we have the interests of the people and the
sufferings of the great majority at heart, and when
we die for the people it is a worthy death. Never-
theless, we should do our best to avoid unnecessary
sacrifices. Our cadres must show concern for every
soldier, and all people in the revolutionary ranks
must care for each other, must love and help each
other.

From now on, when anyone in our ranks who
has done some useful work dies, be he soldier or
cook, we should have a funcral ceremony and a
memorial meeting in his honour. This should be-
come the rule. And it should be introduced among
the people as well. When someone dies in a village,
let a memorial meeting be held. In this way we
express our mourning for the dead and unite all

the people.




Notes

1. Comrade Chang Szu-teh was a soldier in the Guards

Regiment of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party. A member of the Communist
Party who loyally served the interests of the people,
he joined the revolution in 1933, took part in the
Long March and was wounded in service. On Sep-
tember 5, 1944, when making charcoal in the moun-
tains of Ansai County, northern Shensi, he was killed

by the sudden collapse of a kiln.

. Szuma Chien, the famous Chinese historian of the 2nd
century B.C., was the author of the Historical Records.
The quotation comes from his “Reply to Jen Shao-

ching’s Letter”,

. L1 Ting-ming, an enlightened landlord of north-
ern Shensi Province, was at one time elected Vice-
Chairman of the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Border Region

Government.

. This was the total population of the Shensi-Kansu-
Ningsia Border Region and all other Liberated Areas

in northern, central and southern China,

from Selected Works of Mao Tsetung, Vol. 111

4
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New Words and Expressions

. route [ru:t] n 2.8

Route

I\

the Eighth
Army

. battalion [ba'teljen]

n.

. entire [in'taia]

adj. AR
SEATHL

entirely adr.

. interest ['intrist]

(HHEHO n Fli

. vary ['veori] ut.

ks Al

. befall [bi'f>:1] ot., ¢i.

K #&H
(befell [bi'fel],
befallen [bi‘fo:lan])

. alike [2'laik] adv.
. weighty ['weiti]
adj. K

. mount [maunt] n. 1)

Mount Tai il
(B Fi&d, M X
)

10.

11,

13.

14.

16.

17.

18.

19.

feather ['feda]
n. HH
shortcoming

[[o:t'kamig] 7. L

. anvone ['eniwan} pron.

RN T

correct [ka'rekt]

ol BOE
ady. EBR

propose [pra'pouz]
l‘t., i’i. 'H%llﬁ3 %&

. benefit ['benifit]

vt n. B F|
troop [tru:p] n.

Ry FRRA

administration
[od, minis'trei fsn]
n HH
suggestion

[so'dzestfon] n. il
adopt [a'dopt]
of. REL

. persist [pa'sist] (in)

v, B
« b ..



21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28,

29.

30.
31.

thrive [braiv] zi. J%HE
(throve [Brouv],
thriven ['Orivn])
hail [heil] (from)
vi. ()
corner ['koa:ns]
N fa fadk
objective
[ob'dzektiv] 2. H#x
majority
[mo'dzoriti] n. L%
population
[.popju‘leifan] n. A I3

‘million ['miljan]

num. HhH
sight [sait] n. #HI,
lose sight of ...
BRR
future ['fju:tfs]
no %
adj. KM
pluck [plak] uz. K
courage |'karids]
n. B
pluck up one’s

HEHR

courage

506 -

32.

33.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

suffer {'safs] vi.
ZHEs ZH
exert [1g'za:t] ot
ROy KE
exert oneselfl

Bhs BA

. wherever [wear'eva]

adv. R
sacrifice ['sekrifais]
N gk
occurrence

[a'karons] n. R4
worthy ['wo:8i] adj.
{H190s RIEERS
nevertheless

[,nevoda'les]
cony., adv. JREE ML,

EAs R
avoid [a'vaid]
o AR
cook [kuk]
n. KER
funeral {'fju:naral]
ady. €I
ceremony ['serimoani]
n R
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43.

44 .

46.

47.

48,
49,

60.

51.

52.

653.

memorial [mi'mo:risl]
adj. JEHH
honour ['ons] n.

MEs ®E

in one’s honour

vl BT

. rule [ru:l] =

B e

.introduce[,intro'dju:s]

. 44
mourning ['mo:nin]j
n gl
select [si'lekt] ut, E#f
speech [spi:tf] n.
B YHE
deliver [di'livs] ot
| Yhids i
department
[di'pa:tmont]
n. Bl
direct [di'rekt]
adj. EHEH]
directly adv. H¥EH
regiment ['redzimont]

n.

59.
60.

61.
62,
63 .

64.

65.

guards regiment

g LN

. march [ma:tf] n., 2.

w2 7%
the Long March
THATRKIE

. service ['sa:vis] 7.

W ~%

. charcoal ['tfa:koul]

n. R

. northern ['no:8sn])

adj. LT

. collapse [ko'leps] ui.

#i5: Be
kiln [kiln] ~. %
historian [his‘ta:rian]

n. FREK
B.C. ['bi:'si:] ASCHT
author ['0:82] n. fH
record ['reko:d]

no s Bk
adj. T4 %M
enlightened
[in'laitnd] adj.
H B
border {‘bo:dal n.




66. vice-chairman 67. region ['ri:dsn]

['vais't{eamon] n. WX
n BlERE 68. southern ['sadon]
adj. BJIEIM

Notes to the Text

. ...are not afraid to have them pointed out and criti-
cized, ...

------ EN TIP3 T

them 3§ shortcomings,

“to have + Filf + FHEHHE” AMEHHE RS ENA
RS,

Fifn: I had my hair cut yesterday.

. “better troops and simpler administration”
“HRmiB”

. We hail from all corners of the country ...
RIMBER G LHMKE, -

hail from = come from, A hail aJ a8 & H 57 sk > 4b,

. ... more are needed.

more #§ more base areas,

. Wherever there is struggle there is sacrifice, ...

B RO, o

Wherever there is ..., there is ... &—4-¥ &,
BT WILEH 7

$n. Wherever there is oppression, there is resistance.

. .., be he soldier or cook, ...

""" ’ K‘E’%k’&gﬁ, ﬁ&:t’ rroece
s 8
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XA LE#] = let he be soldier or cook

. ... have a funeral ceremony and a memorial meeting

in his honour.

""" HHhikEE, FFEMS,

have a funeral ceremony in his honour Ygfi2E47# 3,
in his honour & in honour of somebody JE#& % “Ifj
""" TR,

;. We gave a dinner in honour of the foreign

guests.

. Vol. = volume ['voljum] ». % Vol. I %=%

Dialogue

It’s quite a long time since we parted after

graduation.

Indeed it is. Five years ago we answered
Chairman Mao’s great call and went to the
countryside to be re-educated by the poor and
lower-middle peasants. We have got a lot
of new experience. [ am sure we have much

to tell each other.

We certainly have. There in the countryside
we take part in the three great revolutionary
movements of class struggle, the struggle for
production and scientific experiment,

s 9 .
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Yes, this enables us to raise our political con-
sciousness and remould our world outlook.
The poor and lower-middle peasants give us
education in class struggle by telling us their
past misery and present happiness. They
criticize and repudiate Lin Piao’s revisionist
line and expose his vain attempt to restore
capitalism. We have learned a lot from the
poor and lower-middle peasants, indeed.

We have raised our consciousness of class
struggle and the struggle between the two
lines by taking an active part in the struggle to
criticize Lin Piao and Confucius. And we
have come to understand better that we must
‘“read and study consecientiously and have a
good grasp of Marxism,”” so that we may be
able to tell genuine from sham Marxism.

Yes, we must. With Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetung Thought as a weapon, we shall
be able to see through the scheming activities

of the class enemies.

We must also bear in mind Chairman Mao’s
teaching: ‘‘In order to have a real grasp of
Marxism, one must learn it not only from

10 -
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books, but mainly through eclass struggle,
through practical work and close contact
with the masses of workers and peasants.”
The poor and lower-middle peasants always
show deep concern for the growing-up of the

younger generation.

Yes, they do. They often give us lessons in
class education. They patiently teach us how
to grow crops, raise livestock, build houses and
do other kinds of farm work,

Yes, we have learned much through their help.
Five years’ life in the countryside has enabled
us to see more clearly the significance of this
great call of Chairman Mao’s: It is highly
necessary for young people with education to
go to the countryside to be re-educated by
the poor and lower-middle peasants.”> We
must listen to Chairman Mao and serve
the people heart and soul as Comrade Chang
Szu-teh did, so that we may become worthy
successors to the revolutionary cause of the

proletariat,

e 11 o



