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UNIT 1

Ex. 1 Focus
Before reading the text study these questionss
. What is a museum ?
2. Who_ usually visits museums ? -
3. What is the modern trend of museum dcvelopmen; ?

—n s W L it et «

TEXT A

Museums in the Modern World

Muscums have changed.. Thcy are no longcr places
- for the privileged few'or for bored: vacatxoncm w vmt»on

rainy days. Action and. dcmocracy are ‘wordsgaised in
descnpuons of museums now. . - B e B
5 At ascience museum. in -Ontarie, - Canada, you. can

fccl your hair stand on end as harmless electricity passes-
through your body. At the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York City, you can look at seventeenth century
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thstruments while ‘listening o their mudlc. At the Medern
10° ‘Museum in Sweden, you can put on costumes provided by
the Stockholm Opera. At New York’s American Mu-
seum of Natural History recently, you could have helped



15

20

25-. .

30

35

attcndancc is mcreasmg

TEXT 4 3

make a bone-by-lone reproductlon of the museum’s stes~
osaurus, a beast that lived 200 million ycars ago.

As these examples show, museums are reaching out to

 new audlences particularly the young, the poor, and the

less educated members of the population. As a result,

I\/‘any museums havc changed in appearancc. Some
of the old, gray museums have been rebuilt, and the newer
ones .are open and modern in their architecture. d'Inside,
there is modcrn lighting, color, and sound Instead of dis«
playmg everythmg they own, museum directors show.
fewer objects and leave open spaces where visitors .can
gather and sit down. They also bring together m one
display a group of objccts drawn from various ,parts:,of the
museum in an effort to represent the whole life‘-st_ylc‘of a

region or a historical peried. In one room, for instance,

you may find materials;, clothing, -tools‘, cooking pots,

furniture, and art works of a particular place and time.
More and more museum directors are r‘oa?izingi,;}(;g,téypgple
learn best when they can somehow become -part of :}Yhat
they arc seeing. In many sciencc IuSEUIS, fqr exap;pl%»\

~ there are no guided tours. The visitor 1s enspu;aged

to touch, listen, operate, and experiment sq. as tQ dlSqover

) sc1ent1ﬁc principles for himself.- . He can have t.hc cquncnce

of operating a spaceship or a computcr“ Hc can cxpen-
ment with glass blowing and paper making. The ‘purpose
is not only to provide fun but also to help people feel at
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home in the world of science. The theory is that people
who do not undersiand science will probably fear it, and
those who fear science will not use it to best advantage.

Many museums now provide educational services and

* children’s departments. In addition to the usual displays,

they also offer film showings and dance programs. Instead
of being places that one “should” visit, they are places to

" enjoy.

One cause of all these changes is the increase in wealth

“and leisure time. Another cause is the rising percentage of

young people in the population. Many of these young
people are college students or college graduates. They

“are better educated than their parents. In the words of

Leon F. Twiggs, a young black professor of art, “They
see things in a new and different way. They are not con-
tent to stand and look at works of art; they wantart they can

* participate in.” The same is true of science and history.

65

The effect of all this has been to change existing museums
and to encourage the building of new ones. In the United
States and Canada alone, there are now more than 6,000
museums, almost twice as many as there were twenty-five
years ago. About half of them are devoted to history,
and the rest are evenly divided between the arts and scio
ences. The number of visitors, according to the American
Association of Museums, has risen to more than 700 million
a year. '

The problem is how museums can continue to serve as



TEXT 4 5

storehouses for treasures while encouraging the general
public to enjoy visiting them. Somehow museums must
learn to do both. In the meantime, they are a majoryedu-
70 cational force. It has been said that it would tuke you eight-
een years to visit all the museums now existing in North
America if you could visit one each day. Furthermore,
eighteen years from now there will be at least 4,68G new

museums. . Abcut five new ones are opening every week.

Ex, 2 Comprehension : . C }
Say whether the following statements are the same (S) as
or different (D) from the statements in the text. Use the
given line reference to locate the relevant statements.
e.g. (S) Instead of “Hands Off” warnings, visitors in modern
science museums are encouraged to- touch, operate and
experiment. (L. 34-36)
{ ) 1. Museums today are places for vacatipners
to visit on sunny days. (L. 1-3) —
( ) 2. Museums are now places for political action.
(L. 4-5) . .
( ) 3. Young, poor and less educated people are the
main visitors of museums today.. (L. :13-17)
( ) 4. Modern museums are often different from
older ones in appearance, architecture, and
inside decoration. (L. 19-22)
{ ) 5. Museum directors now display fewer objects
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to the audience because they don’t want to
show everything they own. (L. 22-25)

. More museum directors are beginning to

understand that if visitors become part of
the museum they will be able to discover

scientific principles for themselves. (L. 31--36)

. Visitors to science museums are allowed to

experiment with glass blowing and paper
making so that they can learn to produce glass

ware and paper at home, (L. 37-40)

. It is thought that only if people understand

science can they make use of it to best advan-
tage. (L. 40-42)

. Modern museums have become more or ‘less

a place of entertainment, partly because peo-
ple are richer and have more free time.
(L. 45-47) |

There are far more museums in North Ameri-
ca than you could ever visit, even if you visited
one each day. (L. 70-72)

Ex. 3 Information Processing

3A. Choose 6 expressions that can best summarize the features

of modern museums.

action and democracy

seventeenth century instrument3

‘bored vacationers



