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1. A BRIEF OF THE REVOTLUT-
IONARY WAR IN AMERICA

The Revolutionary War in America gave birth to a
new nation. Thirteen British colonies won their freedom
and became the independent United States of America.
The war began on April 19, 1775, when a group of colo-
nists fought British soldiers at Lexington, Massachusetts.
Hours later in nearby Concord, colonists fired “the shot
heard round the world” when they battled British troops
near a bridge. The war lasted eight years.

The news of war shocked people in both the Ameri-
can colonies and England. But ill-feeling between the
British government and its colonies had been gradually
developing for more than 10 years. After gaining control
of the French empire in North America in 1763, the
British had tried to restore their authority over the Ameri-
can colonies and to tax them more heavily. The Ameri-
cans, who had enjoyed a large measure of self-govern-
ment, wanted even greater freedom from British control.
They refused to pay the Stamp Tax of 1765 and the Town-
shend duties on imports in 1767. Citizens of Boston or-
ganized a “tea party” in 1773 to dump incoming tea into
the harbor rather than pay a tax on it. Britain sent troops
to support its authority.

The First Continental Congress demanded that the
British abandon their efforts to make Massachusetts bow to
British authority. It asked Britain to admit that parliament

had no right to tax the colonists for revenue. But the
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Famous American Revoilutonary War Heroes

British government considered Massachusetts and its
neighbors to be in rebellion. British troops in Boston were
ordered to take swift action.

The Second Continental Congress adopted the Decla-
ration of Independence on July 4, 1776. Ties between the
colonies and the mother country had now been cut. Brit-
ain launched a great offensive to crush the rebellion. A
British army under Lieutenant General William Howe as-
sembled at New York. General George Washington, who
had taken General of the Continental Army, slowly with-
drew his men in face of the British attacks. The patriots
forced Lieutenant General John Burgoyne and his army to
surrender at Saratoga in 1777. They gained an active ally
in 1778, when France recognized the independence of the
United States and entered the war. Spain declared war on
Britain in 1779, and Holland did so in 1780.

Faced by so many enemies, Britain found it difficult
to assemble an army powerful enough to destroy the patriot
forces. Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis tried to
conquer the Southern States after Lieutenant General Sir
Henry Clinton captured Charleston, South Carolina in
1780. But he found himself checked by Nathanael Greene
in the far south. Cornwallis then concentrated his forces
at Yorktown, Virginia. A French fleet cut him off there,
and Washington’s army of American and French soldiers
attacked. On October 19, 1781, Comwallis’ army surren-
dered at Yorktown in the war’s last major action.

The Revolutionary War did not involve large numbers
of men. It was a small war compared with modern
ones. The size of the fighting forces rarely exceeded
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