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PREFACE

PREFACE

Dear Mr. Changhover,

I have read the outline of your book, and I have a
few comments for you. Overall, I like the idea, and I
hope you find a good publisher and get your ideas published
and circulated.

Your idea of RQ is interesting, in light of China’s
political - cultural situation, and especially because you seem
to frame the idea in personal/individual terms, but refer
then to Chinese society. So you are working fundamentally
with the idea of “individual rule follower” and for “maxi-
mizing personal benefits and comforts” but at the same
time you hope to inspire an improved China that is more
and more part of the international/global system. So, is
your idea to improve the overall society by increasing indi-
vidual rights and responsibilities? If so, then of course you
are speaking of a very Western concept of society, quite
different from Confucianism. This seems to be something
of a contradiction, and I think you have to carefully ex-
‘plain how the individual-society connection takes form.

I agree with you that some kind of fundamental




changes in social rules must take place for China to im-
prove its position in global affairs. I have always noticed
that in China people look out for their own interests, and
interests of their families, very much but seem to have on-
ly 2 minimum commitment to the public-cultural-social
sphere. Now, of course, it is very important for China
(and all societies, including the USA) to have open and
flexible systems that promote democracy, equality, and
justice. But Chinese society has always been so conserva-
tive/slow and it will not be easy to change the country,
especially in the rural areas, to become more open, flexi-
ble, and cosmopolitan. The process will be slow, gradual.
The WTO will help, of course.

The importance of law is crucial, but again this brings
up the issue of “protecting the individual and promoting in-
dividual rights” which is very much against Chinese histo-
ry . The economic and cultural worlds are changing fast,
and unfortunately I think this in many ways is not so good
either, because the capitalist mentality can also be too
strong and can damage democracy. A balance is required,
and your approach seems quite promising. In general, I
certainly agree with your logic in the ten principles.

Your honest and smart approach is exactly the kind of
thinking that will benefit China, a country I love very
much, so I encourage you to keep working on your pro-
ject.

Best wishes with your work,

James Lull
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