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Unit One China’s People and Their Impact

F—x PEARRLEREGTR

Text A Chinese and Their Influence

BX A PERKREZM

1. Unified and multi-ethnic, the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) is far and away the world’s most populous nation. China’s
official census of 2000 listed a total mainland population of about 1.3
billion, making China the home of nearly one out of every five per-
sons in the world. China is a multinational country in which roughly
92% of the population is Han, or ethnic Chinese. The remaining
8% with more than 96.5 million people are distributed among 55
“minority nationalities” ranging in the biggest size from Zhuang,
Hui, Uygur, Yi, Miao, Manchu, Tibetan, Mongolian, Tujia,
Bouyei, Korean, Dong, Yao, Bai and Hani. Most of the minorities
differ from the Han in language and customs. The Mosiem Hui are
distinguished by religion alone, and the Manchu are almost com-
pletely assimilated. China’s national policy encourages cultural conti-
nuity and political autonomy in the areas of minorities, and repre-
sentatives are trained for local leadership at nationalities institutes or
universities which also promote research in ethnic languages and his-

tory. Most of these ethnic groups are scattered in the sparsely-set-
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tled border regions or mountain areas, five of which — Inner Mon-
golia, Ningxia, Xinjiang, Xizang (Tibet), and Guangxi — have
been designated “autonomous regions” . Both within these regions
and in western provinces such as Sichuan, Yunnan and Guizhou,
autonomous prefectures and counties have been created. Minorities
have been exempted from China’s stringent birth control program,
and their numbers have been increasing at a greater rate than the
Han. Although Chinese culture is mosaic, yet it is most influenced
by the Han’s subculture.

2. The Chinese (the Han and the remaining nationalities) de-
veloped in relative isolation, a civilization which has endured longer
than any other in the history of the world. Its unique products —
silk, porcelain, tea — have long been coveted trade commodities.
Not only has Chinese culture left its indelible mark upon that of her
neighbors — Japan, Korea, Vietnam, and Thailand — but Chi-
nese inventions such as the magnetic compass, gunpowder, paper
and printing have also had far reaching impact upon the development
of the West. Visitors from Marco Polo in the 13th century to Mat-
teo Ricci in the 16th reported favorably upon a society which in

many aspects outshone the Europe of their own times.

Words and Expressions:

. far and away HSEHL, TEH#
. populous ABREH

. census WELIT

. multinational % RKHK

. roughly K

N & W N -
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. ethnic Chinese R

. assimilate ®lE, R, R4k

. cultural continuity CLROFFLEHE

. nationalities institutes or universities RIEBER
10. sparsely-settled AR K

11. designate &

12. autonomous prefectures and counties BHIEM (&
13. exempt &R

14. stringent K

15. mosaic L&4HY, PFRLEY

16. subculture ¥F3C4L

17. isolation FEE

18. porcelain & #%

19. coveted BHEHN

20. trade commodities 5 B

21. indelible #FAHK

22. the magnetic compass 188§

23. far-reaching HiZH)

24. impact W, fEfA

25. Marco Polo BT -HF (BRFKTH, TARTE)
26. Matteo Ricci FHE T (BRMEH L, BRKSTH)
27. outshine {# 87 .44

o0 SRS B @Y

Oral Work:

1. What does PRC stand for?
2. How much is China’s population so far?

3. What does the writer mean by “multinational” ?
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Please talk about the composition of the Chinese nation.
. Are the Moslem Hui concentrated in one area or two?

. What is China’s policy towards the minorities?

NN

. What is the main function of nationalities institutes and u-
niversities?

. Where do most of the ethnic groups reside in China?

\O 00

. Is the policy of birth control stringent in the areas of mi-
norities?

10. Please explain “mosaic” in English.

Translation Work (Both Oral And Written) :

FTEHE-TAOREHNEREER, R ELSFT
A —1TE2EPFEHA. EXTEHR,XNERKEEER
B, SBAOM 92%, Hfth 55 NP0 HEBEMNEALDB
8% ,BAAEFE; EAMNMER LA EMWX (L FH X F &S
A% . o E A E 5 B B R 24 8 R OR ih X 4R 17 B ik S
B ELEEMELITEE REFR AT, RIFEAZ iR
AEFTHERY™HRRBRE. E£FEH, LEREFERMXKE
2 RIALF

Text B Urban Lifestyles in China
RXB HEBHMHTANEERTR

1. A Chinese person asked to describe urban lifestyles in the
People’s Republic would no doubt be quick to point out their great

diversity across the nation. When northerners or southerners are



