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Preface (gi=)

This book is written for EFL/ESL learners who wish to study in English-speaking
countries such as the UK, Australia and New Zealand. While applicable to the
general readers of English in the global EFL/ESL context, it is intended, in
particular, for EFL learners from the Chinese language background. The book grew
out of the author’s fourteen years of EFL teaching experience in China and five
years’ studying, teaching and research in Australia and New Zealand. The purpose
of the book is to introduce to learners of English the strategies and skills as well as
the practice essential to IELTS preparation and success.

AP RAASHKBERGFWATRE th, £HEF TREKE RAMT
FHRELNE L, BRASTUATHAFLENA, EEEGRENERR
Wk, KHEEEAL 20 EWM PR ERFMARTGEG LHF 0, L
AU SERABFRRTARAA B LOBERF IR AL EER LS
AR B R AR A R T, SFRE T BRI, UEEH
HEAMES, MERE R E.

The book comprises three sections. The first section is a general introduction of the
IELTS as an English test. The second section deals with academic reading in
particular, including strategies, skills, and practice. The third section, following the
same format of section two, focuses on academic writing. It is anticipated that a
good reading of this book, coupled with the practice provided, will pave the way to
success for readers already having a relatively sound knowledge of English.

KEAEZAHD, F—HoRMR, RENFTHELRNAA, 24, &
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It should also be noted that some of the diagrams and graphs used in the writing
section are intended for writing practice only, and that the data shown in these
illustrations may not be true and factual information.
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PART ONE
GENERAL INTRODUCTION

HE—abar HE B

1.1 Introduction to IELTS: Questions and Answers
HERENT: AESOE

Before starting the actual reading and writing practice, we will first briefly
introduce to candidates all the necessary information concemning the IELTS, so that
they may have a general idea of what the test is like, and what it requires. In order
to make the introduction easily accessible to candidates, the information will be
presented in the form of questions and answers.

TETF AR EAEZ /T, RATE LA EMNB— T A XBBLRNEARR, UERELR
Ft A L K T BB B A AR T, O T T IEAE, RATERAIRA T R
s

€ What is IETLS? 42 E#EK?

TELTS is the acronym for the International English Language Testing System. It is
designed to assess the English language ability of candidates for whom English is a
second or foreign language, and for whom there is a need to study, work or live in
countries where English is the language of communication. It is widely recognized
as a language requirement for all courses in further and higher education,
particularly in countries such as the UK, Australia, and New Zealand. The test is
available at test centers around the whole world, where the test is arranged

according to local demand.

e R EREE SR RANE FRAE . RERRL IR RIGET ]
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& How are the results reported and what do they mean?

AR EMBBREEIXER?

Completed test papers are marked at the test centers in order to avoid
administrative delays. Band scores are recorded on a Test Report Form, showing
both the overall language ability and the performance in individual modules or
subtests - listening, reading, writing and speaking. Altogether there are 9 bands,
ranging from Band 0 to Band 9. The following is a more detailed description of the
different bands.

29 () B B B TE S A DL LR B . GRS RTE (WIAIRER ) (Test
Report Form) b, % EBR@nBUAEFEES, ARG TR B RS, BT, 3%,
EFUL, AP0 E 9, W R 94, LT EE& MK FARR

Band 0 — Did not attempt the test 043 ZEHE
e No assessable information is provided.

BRI A5 B

Band 1 —non-user 143 AfEizH
e Essentially the candidate has no ability to use the language
beyond possibly a few isolated words.
A A BB, (N RFRE

Band 2 - intermittent user 2 4% Wil¥rgEsk
« No real communication is possible except for the most basic
information using isolated words or short formulae in
familiar situations and to meet immediate needs; has great
difficulty in understanding spoken and written English.
RELEHER, RAAZENERSARRERESHERL
R R EENTEE, RV IEREESEE.
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Band 3 - extremely limited user 34> AEH AR
e Conveys and understands only general meaning in very

familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communication
occur.

TERBHFER P, ATMEEFER-ROER, BEXRNET
W
Band 4 - limited user 4 73 HFR
e Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has

frequent problems in understanding and expression. Is not
able to use complex language.

ARTFEBRMIEL T HTRALZR, 2FWAE, FEREE
B FRefREREES

Band 5 — modest user 543 —#%

e Has partial command of the language, coping with overall
meaning in most situations, though is likely to make many
mistakes. Should be able to handle basic communication in
own field.

HEMES RS, TERMAMER T AL, 2% MR 6§
BIE A O KGR A RAT RA RIS -

Band 6 — competent user 6 4 FEB{EH
e Has generally effective command of the language despite
some inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings.
Can use and understand fairly complex language, parti-
cularly in familiar situations.
BARYE, TESEEAMRET, REEEIHY. A HMRELN
5 BEaEE RN E 2 H‘Ji%%‘ , THAEBEERF.

Band 7 — good user 74+ R
e Has operational command of the language, though with
occasional inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunder-

standings in some situations. Generally handles complex



HBH KRS

language well and understands detailed reasoning.

BB ERITE BT, REEERHR . A& M5 R IR
Jio —ROkME, FTLRGF 2 R RRIES, REBEATERN
HEFE

Band 8 — very good user 8 4y dE# R iF
e Has fully operational command of the language with only
occasional unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies.
Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar situations.
Handles with complex detailed argumentation well.
e ERIE S, BENIARE . RUEBFAAE HHHTT .
FEABRIER AP R AR, RBMRIFBHTER, BRH

ik,

Band 9 — expert user 9 7+ L%
e Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate,

accurate and fluent with complete understanding.

RERSSE R BAGET : 1A R, WA, ERED.

As shown above, candidates receive scores on a band scale from 1 to 9. A score is
reported for each module or subtest of the test. The individual module scores are
then averaged and rounded to produce an Overall Band Score. Overall Band Scores
and Listening and Reading scores are reported in whole and half bands; Writing
and Speaking scores are reported in whole bands only. These band scores are
recorded on the Test Report Form along with the details of the candidate’s
nationality, first language, and date of birth.

W EETR, AN 1—9 R&, T BEIEAE RIE AR, &Y
AABUSRED R B4 . B4 W RBE BB R, BAEMOE RERMT
B AAEEEE URIRER) b, B EERICRESEWERE . FEFMHE
H#.

Results are issued two weeks after candidates have taken the test. All candidates

receive identical versions of the Test Report Form apart from indications as to
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whether the Test Report Form is for an Academic or General Training candidate. A
completed Test Report Form bears the center stamp, a validation stamp, and the
authorized center representative’s signature. A sample of the Test Report Form for
the academic module is provided below.

FHESIMEIRGFN R HIA BN AT 2B AR R B T AR @A AR KIS,
FIAEER (IARER) BEE 1. TBH (REMER) LEEHERPOHL
B AMERURPLATANST. TEME 6 (URRER) a4,

INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE TESTING SYSTEM
Test Report Form ACADEMIC
NOTE Admission fo undergratuate and posigracuals courses Shou be based on e ACADEMIC Reading and Witing Modules.

e aeommaree o cosdcse oo s o o ok ot o 18 Sastd s . P o ot

Centre Number AB123 Date 01/Jun/2000 Candidate Number 0001

Candidate Details

Family Name

First Name

Candidate 1D

Date of Birth 2011211969 Sex(MF) F

Country of

Ongin Greece

Repeating Previous
IELTS(YN) Test Date

Test Results
Listening Version
Reading Version
Writing Version

Speaking OVERALL BAND ¢

Examiner Coma;: Centre stamp Validation stamp

Writing Exal Administrator's ]\ 7
Number Signature 3

Speaking Examiner o000 Date
Number

UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE
¥ Local Examinations Syndicate

LTS AR Jee
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€ Who writes IELTS? How has the test developed?
ERAFEIEEERE? RO

The IELTS papers are developed by the EFL Division at University of Cambridge
Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES). For the majority of UCLES EFL question
papers there are five main stages in the production process, beginning with the

commissioning of material and ending with the printing of the question papers. The
five stages are:

ik L R R R R R U A2 A B 2 (AMETR, RTFR (UCLES) &iti. K
ARSI AT B e B R BT E ERIER Z 8 5 I FRRITHEL :

e Commissioning E#

e Editing %48

e Pre-testing X

e Analysis and banking of the material 437 &AFf#H1H
e Question paper construction E7 %

Before the IELTS papers are released there is an additional stage:

Fe RS ER R RATE RS —E LM

e Standards fixing #RAEALFE

& What is the test format?  EiREX B+ LHFR?

All candidates are tested in Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. All
candidates - whether they are taking the Academic or General Training Module,
take the same Listening and Speaking Modules. It is the Reading and Writing
Modules that show the differences between the Academic and General Training
Modules.

PR ERES N . g, BEMEE. Toif Bt @A R REFAREE A, HUT
A B R RN . ARIKZEMEE.

The first three modules — Listening, Reading and Writing must be completed on the
same day. The Speaking, however, may be taken on the same day or up to two days
later, depending on the decision of the test center.
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B ZERATERNT T . BE . BAEERAER-— RASER, DIERTLIESROC, o] LI
BEX, B2 ZilhogsE.

Whether candidates are taking the Academic or General Training Module, the test
will always follow the same order:

Foit A B AGE R AL, BRI T I

e Listening (30 minutes) Wr71(30 535¥)

« Reading (60 minutes) &3 (60 7+%H)

e Writing (60 minutes) E1f (60 735%)

« Speaking (10-15 minutes) Hif (10-15 734F)

& What is the difference between Academic and General Training

Modules? — LBEEFFEREFHARF?

As noted earlier, there are two modules in the IELTS — the Academic and General
Training Modules. Candidates must select the Academic or General Training
Module depending on their own purposes. The Academic Module assesses whether
a candidate is ready to study or train in the medium of English at an undergraduate
or postgraduate level. Admission to undergraduate and postgraduate courses should
be based on the results of the Academic Module.

WETITR, MBS R TR - EA R AL, FEIURE B C 7 B H AR T IR
P SEARKS RN R B A GRS BT R A I RIRE T . KEFFBFIRE
AT A R AR DB IR

The General Training Module is not designed to test the full range of formal
language skills required for academic purposes. Its emphasis is on basic survival
skills in a broad social and educational context. It is suitable for candidates who are
going to English-speaking countries to complete their secondary education, to
undertake work experience or training programmes not at degree levels, or for
immigration purposes to Australia and New Zealand (In this book, we will focus on
the Academic Module only).

%iﬁ?@ﬂ@EE‘J%imﬂﬁﬁ‘irlﬁ]H‘J?ﬁk%%ﬂ?&ﬁ%ﬁ*%%@B‘J%ﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬁ‘é, (IE[E=2=N e
f— BB RIEF A WEIE S T BBLRRE R ERTE. TE. BTG I
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BROFE (ABMUTREARE) .

4 What should you do before, during and after the test?
AT, B ERER G ERNER?

Before the test, candidates should contact the nearest test center to find out the date
of the next test and to obtain an application form and a Handbook which provides
fairly detailed information about the test. Candidates then fill out the application
form, and send or take it to the center. They must also produce some evidence of
identity, which can be a passport, or national identity card with a number, a
photograph, and a signature. The number needs to be entered on the application
form. The test center will then send to the candidates date and time of the test and
other necessary information (if applicable).

AN EAEESBOENZRPOBUSEK R, UHEH R H R X ERMELETF
Wt FHPA AR REN ., AT RFRE, THREFEHRORA R BIEEE
Refutr, BT, A BFURMEEMIER (ATLLEPR. ARSMIE) . B2, J{ikH
UHEESKE, BARNST, SBLFEEERFERLD, FRPOREESKEAE
A, i) LA R AR AR BB A A

On the day of the test, candidates must take with them the same evidence of
identity as the one entered on the application form. They also need to take pens,
pencils, a pencil sharpener, and an eraser. Candidates cannot take into the room any
books, papers, cameras or tape recorders. An IELTS administrator will check the
identification and show the candidates when and where to go for the test.
Candidates will be assigned a number which they must write on all the answer
sheets. There is a break after the Listening and Reading, and before the Writing.
Candidates are not allowed to leave the test room during any module.

HRIY T, BENTESIFRBENSMIEN, SAERETRE. $€. BETIIR
B B AGRSEEEABE. K, BANSEEI. $ESRESHIEHmEER
B XA A ZHE, BANERRABEERS, BELTEE SHENAEREK
F. HREEEEEAE Bk B, REHEELSEE. FEMEEENMGRITE
.

All answers are entered on separate answer sheets. Candidates can write on the
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question papers but they cannot take them out of the test room. Candidates must
write the following details on the answer sheets: name, candidate number, date, the
module (i.e. Academic or General Training), and the test version number.

FiASEREEEAMMERE L, BEGOESEK EHE, BERERFHES. B0
FEALEIELACHES . 9. Bl BREAS SR —ME @RS

Speaking is always tested after the other modules, and the talk between the
candidate and the examiner is recorded.

FEAREHHE RS R G, FEMEEZH AR ERE R

Results are issued within two weeks and Test Report Forms are sent to candidates
and to the receiving institutions. Test center are not permitted to give out test
results over the phone.

R b OATEERFABRAAHE SR, HREREES (MRER) FREENE
FHM . ZiXP ORI TE BRMEIRAE R,

1.2 Test Taking Strategies RIHRES

The English proficiency and skills being tested in the IELTS may take months, or
even years to build up, depending on how well candidates have learned the
language. In general, cramming is not an effective way to prepare for the IELTS.
Candidates need to plan their time and use it efficiently. Hence, even for advanced
learners, some learning and test-taking strategies will prove very useful. The
following are the most commonly used strategies and skills:

AR % e SRR BRI A, e BT R S KPR R A, BERSN
WA A BER S, A, RIS TSR, ZAETHERE A CMAEAR
i R T LA S A R s T Mg RSE KPR % A BE T R NRETT.
R R — SRR I TS

o Carefully plan a timetable and keep to it INELRLE i e AR ST

After selecting a particular test date, candidates need to set goals within the
timeframe, and make sure they get fully prepared by the actual test date.
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HEERRARBESIIESE

WETHRBEE, HARETE—E 6t E RE ¥ S BiRUUER E i
e Fe o I

Allocate time according to one’s needs #% A C\ 175 B AFRt A]

In the IELTS test, each of the four modules — Listening, Reading, Writing,
and Speaking — carries the same weight, so each skill needs to be studied
adequately. However, this does not mean that candidates should divide their
time equally among the four skills. Instead, candidates need to allocate
more time to the skills in which they feel weak, while studying all the skills
carefully. ,

ERELR D, BTG EEREN, ISHERBEL IS, A
B IR . (ELIX FIE B0k % AR 7 BT ) P 4y ICAE 4 TUB R b, fatatd
R, EEEEELHERBOMRET, LRZHNEREACHT L.

Be aware of the exact procedures for the test FiEH XA AAL R

The IELTS is a highly standardized test. Although actual test paper may
vary from one another in details, the overall format remains the same.
Hence, candidates should be clear about the order according to which the
test is conducted. Moreover, they should familiarize themselves with the
order of sections, lengths, and question types. A good knowledge of the
procedures and format of the test not only saves candidates’ time when they
take the test, but also helps to build up their confidence.

R R ARERAL. Fit, BRABEAME, BEERE—RAZRN.
Fipl, ZAEFHELRXMEASE, BES NIRRT . B KR R
W AR T R AR R 2R AT LA 4 B (6] T L R S A (R v

Form a study group or have a partner 1R > /MAB 4% > tkft

While candidates can always prepare for the test individually, it is usually
better to have a study group or partner: This is because they can exchange
ideas among themselves, and learn from each other. Some candidates may
raise issues that have never been considered by other candidates.

SRR AT D AR, RS, R /N B AT E 2 ST K
PERE RSN, BRI 2T O Wi R &) LAAR B
5. ZANZEEERAEFME, AL% R RRm, HoAth % A AT BEM R AR



