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ADDRESS OF SATE COUNCILOR ISMAIL
AMAT AT 2000 AWARD PRESENTATION
CEREMONY OF HO LEUNG HO LEE FOUNDATION
AND THE NAMING CEREMONY OF HLHL STAR

Guests, comrades and friends:

Today the Seventh Award Presentation Ceremony of HLHL Foundation and the Nam-
ing Ceremony of HLHL Star are held in Beijing, this a great event in the circle of sci-
ence, technology and education of our country. On the behalf of the State Council, I
would like to extend warm congratulations to the outstanding scientists, Prof. Zhang
Xiangtong and Prof. Wu Rukang who win the Prize for Science and Technology Achieve-
ments of HLHL Foundation and other 57 scientists who win the Prize for Science and
Technology Progress of HLHL Foundation, I also would like to extend warm congratula-
tions to the Naming of HLHL Star being approved by the International Asteroid Naming
Commission.

The current world sees the wing-footed development of science and technology, the
frontier of high technology had been gestated great breakthrough, human beings are expe-
riencing a global science and technology revolution. Next year, we will enter into the 21st
Century, the “The Suggestion of the Tenth Five-Year Plan on the National Economic and
Social Development” that have been approved by the fifth plenary meeting of the Fifteenth
Chinese Communist Party Central Committee recently pointed out that “Promoting the sci-
ence and technology progress and innovation is the crucial factor to strengthen the compre-
hensive national power ”. The realization of our country’ s Tenth Five-Year Plan and
much long-termed development will depend on the advancement of system reform and sci-
ence and technology progress. In the new century, our country will continued to carry out
the national strategy of “Revitalizing country through science, technology and education”,
to accelerate the science and technology progress and talent nurture, to fully play the de-
cisive role of science and technology as the foremost productivity. According to the guide-
line of attaching great importance on some science and technology fields to gain the break-
through while keep the pace with world advanced level in the other fields, we are going to
improve the continuously innovation capacity of science and technology, to realize the
leapfrog development of technology, to provide the strong technology support for the eco-

nomic structure adjustment and modemnization construction.




Chinese nation is a industrious and intelligent great nation, had made great contribu-
tion to the world science and technology development. Since carrying out the reform and
opening up policy, many excellent talents and achievements emerged in the process of na-
tional modemization construction and developing science and technology undertakings.
Loving knowledge, Respecting intellectuals is one of the important policies of the Party
and government. The scientists who win today’ s HLHL Prize are the outstanding repre-
sentatives of our country’s science and technology personnel. They made outstanding con-
tribution for the science prosper, technology advancement and economy development by
their intelligence and extraordinary achievements, they are respected by all of the society.
Awarding the scientists who made great contribution is one of the important measures to
stimulate the science and technology personnel to climb the summit of science and tech-
nology. While keep on perfecting the nation’ s science and technology awarding system,
China will encourages and standardizes the science and technology awards established by
non-government organization, make joint effort to promote the development of our coun-
try’ s science and technology undertakings. The Science and Technology Award found by
HLHL Foundation had been operated successfully for seven years, not only in China, but
also the overseas, it has a great influence. Here I would like to express my sincere appre-
ciation to the founders, the managers of Board of Trustees and the experts of Selection
Board of HLHL Foundation for their solicitude and support to the development of science
and technology of China.

Innovation is the soul of one nation’s progress, and the ceaseless impetus for coun-
try’s development. China’s great undertaking of revitalizing the country through develop-
ment of science and technology and the socialism modernization construction had provided
us a broad stage. I hope the science and technology personnel to excite the spirit of inno-
vation, devotion and realism, strive continuously for progress in scientific and technologi-
cal frontiers, and make more contributions to the economic and social development of our

country and the progress of human civilization.
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PREFACE

The year 2000 was a fruitful year for the Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation. The Founda-
tion held its seventh Award Presentation Ceremony at the Diaoyutai State Guest House on
19 October, handing out a total of 59 awards, namely two Awards of Scientific and Tech-
nological Achievement and 57 Awards of Scientific and Technological Progress, to eminent
scientists. We the donors were greatly honoured to have Mr Ismail Amat, State Council-
lor; Mr Ding Shisun, Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Chinese National
People’s Congress; and Mr Zhu Guangya, Vice-Chairman of the National Committee of
the Chinese People’ s Political Consultative Conference, preside over the ceremony and
would like to express our heartfelt appreciation.

It was announced at the Ceremony that the Minor Planet Foundation had approved
the naming of an asteroid, discovered in 1978 and numbered 4431 by The Purple Moun-
tain Observatory of the Chinese Academy of Sciences of the People’s Republic of China,
after the founders of the Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation, in recognition of the contribution
of the Foundation to the promotion of science and technology in mainland China.

A Naming Certificates and Bronze Plaques Presentation Ceremony for the Ho Leung
Ho Lee Star was held at the Penthouse of Hang Seng Bank Headquarters in Hong Kong on
7 November 2000. Ms Zhu Lilan, Minister of Science and Technology of the PRC, and
Professor Hui Yongzheng, Chairman of the Foundation’ s Board of Trustees and former
Vice Minister of Science and Technology of the PRC, presented Naming Certificates and
Bronze Plaques to the donors. This honour carries special meaning for the donors. Not
only does it reflect wide recognition of the work of the Foundation, it also gives great en-
couragement to our fellow workers.

The smooth running of the Foundation in the past seven years, particularly its finan-
cial management and award selection work, owes much to the joint efforts of the Founda-
tion' s Board of Trustees and Selection Board. We the donors are extremely grateful.

Awardees were selected under the prudent and impartial selection principles of the Selec-
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tion Board. To date, a total of 19 scientists have been presented with the Award of Scien-
tific and Technological Achievement and 351 scientists have received the Award of Scien-
tific and Technological Progress. A sum of HK $ 72 million has been paid out in prizes.

We the donors would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to Profes-
sor Chen-Ning Yang for his invaluable contribution as a member of the Board of Trustees
and a Vice Chairman of the Selection Board since the establishment of the Foundation.
The term of his office as a member of the Board of Trustees expired in 2000 and we are
glad he has agreed to be re-appointed for a further term of three years so that the Founda-
tion can continue to seek his precious advice.

In view of the significant weight of the work of Chinese scientists in the fields of pa-
leontology , paleoanthropology and archaeology in the global academic world, the Board of
Trustees resolved in 2000 to include paleontology and archaeology in the categories of
award from 2001 onwards in recognition of the contributions of scientists in these areas.

The knowledge economy is becoming more and more dominant in the world and the
industrial, commercial and agricultural sectors are following the trend to develop through
the use of advanced technology. Hence, promotion of technology and education is one of
the keys to enhancing national power and increasing the Country’ s competitive edge. In
furtherance of the Country’s strategy of “building the nation through science and technol-
ogy , the Foundation would like to contribute in the area of technological research by

continuing to encourage scientific talent.

Ho Tim David T. C. Ho(eldest son of the
late Dr. Ho Sin-Hang)
Lee Quo-Wei Wong Leung Kit-Wah (daughter

of the late Dr. Leung Kau-Kui)

May 2001, Hong Kong
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TO THE READERS

——Address at the 2000 Award Presentation Ceremony of
Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation and the Naming ceremony of HLHL Star

Today we gather here to hold the 2000 Award Presentation Ceremony of HLHL Foun-
dation and the Naming Ceremony of HLHL Star. Firstly, on behalf of the Board of
Trustees and Selection Board of HLHL Foundation, I would like to express our heartfelt
welcome and sincere appreciation for the presence of all your respected leaders, represen-
tatives and friends from the press.

The HLHL Foundation is a scientific and technological foundation, established at
Hong Kong in 1994, with a donation of HK $ 400 million from the S. H. Ho Foundation
Limited, Dr. Kau Kui Leung, Dr. Ho Tim and Wei Lun Foundation Limited of Dr. Quo-
Wei Lee. Its objective is, through annually awarding Chinese scientists who achieved out-
standing results, to advocate a favorable social climate of loving knowledge, respecting
intellectuals and pursuing sciences, to encourage science and technology personnel to
strive for climbing the summit of science and technology and to accelerate the modermiza-
tion of China. The foundation establishes the Prize for Science and Technology Achieve-
ments to award those who have worked for promoting scientific and technological progress
in China for a long time and made significant contributions and attained world-class re-
sults; and establishes the Prize for Science and Technology Progress to award those who
have made important inventions, discoveries or research results in specific natural science
fields.

Adhering to its principle of faimess, openness and impartiality, the HLHL Founda-
tion implements an awarding mechanism in accordance with worldly usual criteria and has
established a strict procedure of nomination, review, preliminary selection and final se-
lection. It has constituted a large nominator team of over one thousand domestic and over-

seas experts, invited nearly one hundred eminent Chinese scientists to conduct preliminary
3




review and selection, and set up a selection board which consists of 20 famous scientists
from home and abroad to decide prize winners through secret balloting.

This year the HLHL Foundation delivered 1 994 invitations and received 399 recom-
mendations by the time of deadline, Actually 272 scientists were nominated and sent to
preliminary selection panels. After conscientious reviewing and evaluating by the nine
panels, 94 scientists were screened and as candidates for final selection. According to the
result of the secret ballot held by the Final Selection Board, Prof. Zhang Xiangtong,
electrophysiologist, and Prof. Wu Rukang, palaecanthropologist are awarded the HLHL
Prize for Science and Technology Achievements; and other 57 scientists including Prof.
Shi Zhongei are awarded the HLHL Prize for Science and Technology Progress.

HLHL Foundation have operated successfully for seven years since the found, there
are 370 scientists were awarded by the foundation. HLHL foundation has won recognition
and commendation from various community sectors in the past years and is becoming more
and more worldly influential .

Considering the great influence of HLHL Foundation in every social circle, in order
to show the grand respect to donor’s solicitude and support to the development of science
and technology of our country, Ministry of Science and Technology wrote a letter to the
Chinese Academy of Science through with apply for the International Asteroid Naming
Committee to name a asteroid by HLHL. The asteroid is the only celestial body can be
named by the name of discoverer and be legalized by the international communities till
now. Naming the asteroid by the name of some famous persons like outstanding littera-
teurs, scientists and businessmen is a grand international permanent honor.

In August 2000, Intemnational Asteroid Naming Committee issued the bulletin,
which approved to name the asteroid coded 4431 which was discovered by Nanjing Zhijin-
shan Astronomical Observatory of Chinese Academy of Science in November 1978 as the
“HLHL Star” . Hereafter, the No.4431 star named HLHL will permanently shining in the
universe.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and Selection Board of HLHL. Foundation, I
would like to take this opportunity to express sincere appreciation to Nanjing Zhijinshan
Astronomical Observatory, to extend once more my respects to the donors and their family
members, to all the communities concerned for their support to the nation’ s science and
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technology development, to the people who are working in various science and technology
fields, to the members of the Panels and the Final Selection Board and the staff con-

cerned. Let us make efforts together to create a more bright future.

Hui Yongzheng
Chairman of the Selection Board of the Foundation
October 19, 2000 Beijing
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