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Martin Luther King, Jr, A Man of Peace
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Martin Luther King, Jr. was the son of a black
Baptist clerg¥man. His mother was a schoolteacher.
Young Martin spent a fairly, quiet childhood in Atlanta,
Georgia. After high school, he went to c¢ollege and
studied to be a minister, like his father. Nobody could
have guessed, in those days, the place in history, that
Martin Luther King, Jr., was to have.

It all started in Montgomery, Alabama, on December

1, 1955, THhe buses in Montgomery, were segregated,

—_1 —



Black people had to sit in the back of the bus, or stand,
if the back was full. One day, a black woman, Rosa
Parks, was returning home after a hard day’s work.
She sat in the front of the bus, and then refused to
give up her seat to a white passenger who got on the
bus after her. Rosa Parks was arrested, and the black
community of Montgomery was outraged.

Martin Luther King, Jr., persuaded the black citizens
to protest peacefully. He organized a boycott of the
bus service. For 381 days, the buses of Montgomery
rolled back and forth on their routes, virtually cmpty.
It was not easy for the blacks to give up riding the
buses, For most of them, the buses were thcir only
means of transportation. They walked, hitch-hiked,
rode in car pooils—even in horse-drawn wagons—and
the buses stayed empty. King and his supporters were
threatened. King’s house was destroyed by a bomb.
But still, the buses rolled on empty. At last, the bus
company gave in. The law was changed. Martin
Luther King, Jr.,, had won his first protest against
injustice—peacefully. King’s name became synonymous
with non-violent demonstrations.

King led protests and demonstrations all over the
country during the next few years. Everywhere he
went, he preached love, patience, and most of all,
non-violence. He believed that blacks could win their

struggle for equal rights without violence. Millions of



peopie all over the world knew about King and his
beliefs. He was both admired and ridiculed, loved and
hated. ‘

In 1964, King won the Nobel Peace prize. He was
only thirty-four vears old—the youngest man to ever
receive this high honor. .

In the Years he had worked so hard for equality,
new laws had been passed. Many promises had been
made. Real change, for most blapk people. however,
was very slow in coming. For rnilliqns of blacks, life
was Scarcely better than it had been before. Some of
King’s supporters began to question his belief in peaceful
protests. They were tired of waiting. They wanted
change NOW. Suddenly, there was a period of terrible
violence and hatred between blacks and whites. Every-
thing king had worked so hard for seemed lost. The
nation was divided by fear, hatred, and violence.

In April of 1968, King was in MEmphis, Tennessee.
He had gnne there to help garbage workers strike
peacefully for better pay and working conditions. THe
strike had not been peaceful, however, and King pleaded
for both sides to be patient and calm, In the last speech
he made, he also talked of death. He had been threa-
tened many times, but he said. “ .., But it really doesn’t
matter with me now, because I've been to the moun-
taintop ... And I have looked over, and I've seen the

”

promised land. I'm not fearing any man ...

3



He stayed in his hotel most of the next day. talking
to friends and suypborters. About dinner time, King was
on the balcony ountside his room. He was chatting
with his friend Jesse Jackson, about the meeting that
night,

It was time to leave. King’s driver sugZgested that
he put on a coat, as it was getting cold. King said
that he would. He stood up to go inside. Suddenly
there was a rifle shot. King fell backwards. shot in
the neck. He didn’t live to say another word.

Martin Luther King, Jr.,, a man of peace, had been
~ killed by an assassin’s bullet.

“We must learn to live together as brothers, or we

will perish together as fools ...”
' Martin Luther King, Jr,
‘Memphis, 1968

New Words and Expressions

clergyman ['kle:d3zimen] n. a christian priest M %
3 .

schoolteacher a person who teaches in a
school below the college
level #IfF

segregated ['segrigeited] a. separated or kept apart; ma-

king separate zrran2cments
for different. esp. racial,
grouns AL EHY, LATH
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give up (to) hand over (to sb,) .
iLl, ZEHEIN

arrest [a'rest] ¥, . seize (sb.) by, the authority

- of the law "HUffs ## -

community - : " a group of people living in

ika'mju: nitil ’ the same locality and under,

the same government; the
' public R—HXHE 4 kE
B AR
outrage ['autreid3]' vZ,” = to produce anger or resent-
, ment in 88 LM
persuade [pa(:) 'sweid] v, cause (sb.) (to do sth.) by
reasoning ik, fdi--+ e A
protest [pra‘test] v, . toexpress one’s disagreement
of unfairness Xt AAFHY
HERRs il
['prautest] =, formal statement or action
objecting of official policy,

A

organize ['o:genaiz] v, to form (parts) into a whole
HHR

boycott [ boikat] n, the act of boycotting B4
i 478D

back and forth FRAEHHs Cpi)a ) kHE

route [ru:t] n, way, taken or planned from

one place to another B§£R

—



virtually ['ve:tjuali] adv.
give up (doing sth.)
transportation

Litraenspo: 'teifon] n.
hitch-hike [ hitfhaik] wvi.

pool [pu:l] n.

ride in car pools

wagon ['wagon] n.

threaten [ Oretn] wv.

give in

injustice [in'd3astis] n,

synonymous
[si'nonimas] a.

non-violent
{‘non'vaislent} a,

demonstration

[demans'treifon] n.

—_6 —

Bk CBIEE)

the act of transporting &

K, BH

travel by asking motorists or
lorrydrivers for free rides
WG PR M N SR AT

common supply or service,
provided by or shared
among many (& A HE
B A 1) 4k 57 4 RIS

Fe Ap I 7] i R GO 3R

four-wheeled vechicle for
carryin2 goods, pulled by
horses or oxen JU#5iE4%
(4%

to express a threat against
(someone)

T I

lack of justice: unjust act,
etc. ARIE, AAIEMTTE)

A} 1

ARR 11

demonstrating ( all sens~s)

N IERH



preach [pri:tf] v.
ridicute ['ridikju:1]’ Vi,

scarcely ['skeasli] adv.

be tired of (doing)‘ sth.

garbage ['ga:bidz] n

plead [pli:d) w.
mountaintop
['mauntintop] =,

the promised land

balcony [’baelkem] .
rifle {'raifl] n.
shot [fat] n,

assassin [a'szsin] n.

perish ['peci]] w.

recommend; urge {EHS; ¥

1/¢
make fun of W7 WFE;
RiE
almost not JLFHHE
B (4 K2

worthless matter; trash J¥
Kl Bk

ask earnestly BoR, ﬁ*

T

any state of future happiness

M EEER

L WE
S

(sound of the) firing of a
gun  Gfif R

R% .

be “dekst.roxed, come to an

end, dic BUK:FETS

Proper Nouns

Martin Luther King, JR.

(1929—1968)

DT« B g December

10, 1964, Oslo, Norway Dr.
Martin Luther King recei-
ves the Nobel Peace Prize,
He is the twelfth American

—_ 7 —



Baptist ['baptist]l
Atlanta [at'lenta]

Georgia ['d3o:dzjpl
Montgomery

{mant 'gamari]
Alabama ['zlo'bema]
Rosa Parks [‘rouza'pa:ks]
Memphis [‘memfis]

Tennessee [fena’si:]]

Jesse Louis Jackson
[ dzesi luzis 'dzeksnl!

*o be so honored.
BES (RBHAHE)
WHZKCEERREMZ T
75
PR CEEBHB—H)D
FEHIA )
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First Readinz Exercises

[. Comprehension questions:!

1. King received the Nobel Peace Prize inem—me—,

a, Atlanta, Georgia

by Montgomery, Alabama

¢ Memphis

d. Oslo, Norway

2. One of the examples of segregation was thaf

in Montgomery, the black

ay had to have their own buses

b, were not allowed to take the same bus with

the white



3,

¢. were only, allowed to sit in thHe back of the
bus, or stand if the back was full

d. could only stand in the bus

King is a man of :

a, church b. American Kistory

c. Georgia state government

d. Nobel Foundation

For 381 days, the buses of Montgomery stayed
empty because

a. the buses were out of order

b. King and his supporters were threafened

¢. the blacks protested against injustice

d. the bus drivers and conductors were on strike

. King won the Nobel Peace Prize for his ‘

a. place in history;

b. success at a young age

c. high honor

d. belief in peaceful profests

In the years King Had worked Hard for equality

a. but things changed little

b. and he kept his promise

c. but ali his efforts were in vain.

d. and most blacks began to live a:better life

. According to the text, King was assassinated

by
a. one Of his former friends



b. his driver ’
c. one of his supporters who betrayed him
d. a murderer whose name was not mentioned
in the passage
I. Choose the best item to explain the italicized past
of each sentence:
1. After high school, he went to college and studied
to be a minister, like his father.
a. Christian clergyman b. politician
c. government official d. non-violenist
2. The buses in Montgomery were segregated.
a. divided b. degraded
c. graded for people of different ranks
d. arranged separately for different racial groups
3. Some of King’s supporters began to question his
belief in peaceful protests.
a. ask questions b. raise doubts about
c. investigate d. think over
4. He organized a boycott of the bus service,
a. an act of damaging the bus
b. boys’ going on strike
¢; an act of refusing to take the bus
d, an act of closing the bus company
5. For most of them, the buses were their only
means of transportation.
a. meaning b. significance
c. Way, d. income

— 10 —



