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The flowers of plants and trees bloom almost everywhere on
earth. Some flowers grow on high mountains at the edges of snow
fields and glaciers. Others live in the shallow parts of oceans.
Even hot, dry deserts have many bright blossoms during and after
the rainy season. Most flowers need soil in which to grow!, but
some can grow on tree branches. Others? float on lakes and
streams. About the only places flowers do not grow are in the
ice-covered parts of the Arctic and Antarctic and in the open
seas’. Man depends completely on flowers and flowering plants
for his food. Flowering plants include almost all of our grains,
fruits, and vegetables. There are about 200,000 known kinds of
flowers. They range in size® from water blossoms so small they
can be seen only with a microscope, to® tropical flowers that are
three feet wide. The smell of flowers ranges from pleasant to
unpleasant—from delightful fragrance of the lily to that® of the
pelican flower of South America, which smells like rotting meat.

(from Harold Norman Moldenke, “Flower”)
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snow field [ 'snoifild] n. FJE
glacier ['glefor] n. YK
shallow [ 'feelo] adj. Bl
Arctic ['arktik] n. tRHEX

” Antarctic [eent'arktik] n. BRHE
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.range [rendg] v, FEereees JEEZ W
microscope ['malkra.skop] n. BB
tropical ['trapikl] adj. ARy
pelican flower [ 'pelikon-] n. 3ERETE
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1. Flowers bloom almost everywhere except
a. in deserts.
b. on mountains at the edges of glaciers.
¢. in the ice-covered Arctic and Antarctic.

d. on South American islands.

2. Most flowers grow
a. in shallow soil.
b. in soil.
c. on tree branches.

d. near rivers or lakes.

3. Desert flowers bloom
during rainy seasons.
after dry seasons.

before rainy seasons.

oo oo

on trees.
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Tigers are the largest and most powerful members of the cat
family. In fact, there are tigers in Siberia, in northern Asia, that
reach 4 meters in length! and a weight? of 2900kg—the biggest of
all “big cats”. But most tigers are about the same size as® lions—
about 2.8 m from the nose to the tip of the tail and weighing
190kg.

Lions and tigers are very similar internally, but their external
appearance differs greatly. Tigers do not have the thick mane of
the male lion. They have smooth, glossy fur, thicker than a lion’s
body hair. Tigers are light brown with many irregular dark
stripes.

Unlike lions, tigers live alone. They generally sleep during
the heat of the day* and hunt when it is cooler, or at night. They
attack and eat almost any but the biggest animals, and their main
food supply is antelope and wild cattle. They rarely attack man
unless’ frightened or very hungry. The female tiger gives birth to®
two to six cubs. They begin to hunt at 7 months, but do not
reach maturity until they are three years old.

(from “Tigers,” The New Junior World Encyclopedia )
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mane [men)] n. £
glossy ['glost] adj. HH1ERY
antelope [‘aentliop] n. ¥¥(FHATMATARM s)



