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Welcome to Modern English! What’s Modern English, you may ask? Well, it’s English that is used
by North American native speakers, it’s colloquial, and it’s what people are saying these days. Once you
know Modern English, native speakers will understand what you are saying, and you will understand them.
It’s colorful and fun to use. It’s all about conversation.

You are about to discover a wealth of useful, practical, and, above all, conversational English. The
Survival Guide book series was designed with one important goal in mind — to help Chinese people improve
their conversational English skills. As you will quickly see, these books are not about teaching basic
grammar or vocabulary or reading and writing skills, although some elements of these are included when
necessary for explanatory purposes. What you will find inside each book is hundreds of
phrases/terms/sentences, grouped by situational content, that native speakers use on a regular basis. There is
also plenty of supporting material to help you understand the primary content. There are explanations,
examples, multiple usage descriptions, alternate expressions, and more. There is culture information, general
knowledge, the 5 W’s, and conversational passages relevant to each situation. Last, but definitely not least,
there is the pronunciation section. Here you will find a representation of the correct colloquial pronunciation
for each of the key sentences. Designed and implemented by a language expert, this IPA-based system also
includes a comprehensive pronunciation guide to take you through the steps of correct pronunciation.

Why this emphasis on conversation? Because it’s been my experience that many Chinese people are
quite proficient in English grammar, and some know many thousands of words. By the time they graduate
from college, many students have already spent 5 to 10 years or more studying English. However, they often
have difficulty using the language for ordinary conversation, especially if the conversation is with a
foreigner. This is understandable, since most Chinese people do not have access to the main thing which can
help them to master English communication: a native speaker. The Survival Guide is the next best thing to
having a live conversation with a native speaker, because all of the English content has been written by
native speakers to help you become more fluent in the language.

Did I mention colloquial speech before? All of the English that you will find in this Guide is typical,
colloquial North American English, written and edited by native speakers from the United States and
Canada. 1 was born and raised in Canada, and have lots of experience dealing with people learning the
English language (mostly French-Canadians, prior to arriving in China). I’'m also well versed in computer
technology. Tony is our language expert. He’s from the Chicago area of the United States, and already
knows 7 languages (and counting). He’s no stranger to the sciences either, and holds degrees in physics.
William brings a novel approach to language learning based on the concept of absorbing a language through
conversations in real-life situations. He’s also an American, from the San Francisco area, and holds a degree
in psychology.

Together, we have endeavored to produce another quality Modern English product, joining a growing
family of products and services which have been designed with the same goal: helping Chinese people to
improve their communication skills in the English language. Other products and services include our popular
TV programs, VCD’s, conversation classes (based on our popular and proven technique of using native
speaker and Chinese co-teachers), member classes (also with co-teachers), and a forthcoming web site,
among others.

Now , it’s time for you to turn the page and start enjoying Modern English!

Norm Roy
Chief editor
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GENERAL INFORMATION

B

The Modern English Survival Guide
series is a set of books designed to help
Chinese speakers learn useful, modern
English. Native English speakers from
the United States and Canada have written
and verified all of the English content in
each book. Except where otherwise
noted, the words, terms, expressions, and
examples reflect current usage by most of
the people from these two countries.

The main content is based on 10 major
topics, and each major topic is divided
into a number of sub-topics. There are 50
‘units’ in each book, each dealing with a
different sub-topic. Every unit contains
ten key sentences, expressions or terms,
and lots of supporting material. To make
your learning experience more useful and
enjoyable, the entire Survival Guide is
built around a story line and a cast of
characters going about their daily lives.
Each unit leads to the next in a natural,
believable sequence, and the
characterizations allow us to show you
how people use normal, everyday English
in their day-to-day conversations.

Each unit is divided into 4 sections: an
Introduction section, a Usage section, an
Options section, and a Pronunciation
section. Following are descriptions of the
contents of each section, of the connection
between the unit material and other
Modern English products, and of the
supporting material included in the book.
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