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oh 30
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ou au
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yoo  ju:

Word

act
star
dare
also
flavor
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eat
learn
sir
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deer
fear
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boy
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flower
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rule
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use
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(dir)
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(hoot)
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Reading a Literature

P Background
Information 14wk
Imagine yourself talking
and laughing in a room filled
with people. They seem to be
having a wonderful time,
but you can’t hear them.
When you speak to them,
you can't even hear yourself.
Caroline lives in such a world;
she is deaf, and her world is
forever silent.

P> Skill Focus ik

All fictional characters can
be classified as static or
dynamic. Static means
“standing still” or “staying
the same.” Dynamic means
“full of energy” or “active,
changing, productive.” A
static character is the same
kind of person at the end of a
story as he or she was at the
beginning of the story. A
dynamic character
undergoes a permanent
change in some aspect of his
or her personality or outlook.
In most novels and short
stories, the main character
changes as the result of a
crucial situation in his or
her life.

An author may reveal how

6 Lesson 1 Understanding character

a character either changes or
remains the same through a
combination of ways:

1. the character’s actions and
speech

2. the character’s thoughts
and feelings

3. the opinions and
comments of other
characters in the story

When you read a story,
the following questions will
help you distinguish between
static and dynamic
characters.

1. How do the character’s
actions, speech, thoughts,
and feelings reveal what
he or she is like?

2. What do other characters
say or feel about the
character?

3. Does the character change
or remain the same in the
story? Is the character
static or dynamic?

4. What conclusions can you
draw about the kind of
person the character is?

P Word Clues il k%
When you read a word that
you do not know, look for
context clues to help you.
Read the following
sentences.

Elliot evaded his
partner’s glances; he was
disgusted. What a terrific
weekend this was going to
be, he thought, with more
than a trace of sarcasm.

Sometimes there are no
context clues to help you
clearly understand the
meaning of a new word. You
will need a dictionary to help
you. You may find it
convenient to finish what you
are reading first before looking
up the word.

Use a dictionary to find the
meanings of the three
underlined words in the
selection.

C o

b Uication in
Uilding 4 rela

and |

tionship
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Elliot evaded his partner’s glances; he was
disgusted. What a terrific weekend this was
going to be, he thought, with more than a trace
of sarcasm. He’d thought that it would be
exhilarating to clear last winter’s debris from
the hiking trails with all the local high school
conservation clubs. How

“He didn’t understand your words; you
haven’t learned to enunciate clearly yet. It
takes time and some people won’t ever
understand you—but there are other ways to
communicate.”

“How? He doesn’t understand signs or

finger spelling.”

was he to know that he
would be working with a
student from the Madison
School for the Deaf?

v Elliot made numerous
attempts to talk to

Caroline, but it was the world.

B e ] “Its a
Gallaudet College, founded
in Washington, D.C., in
1864, is the only liberal arts
college for deaf people in

e et e e ]

problem, I
know,” signed Mr. Soong.
“But I’m sure you can think
of something.”

After lunch, Elliot
collected trash in the brush
off the trail. He looked up,
saw Caroline walking

hopeless. He couldn’t
understand a word she
said, although he pretended that he did. He
simply smiled and nodded pleasantly.

x As Elliot swung his mattock angrily,
Caroline observed him out of the corner of
her eye. Just because they can hear, she
thought, they think they know everything.
She knew that she could show Elliot how to
use that mattock properly, but why bother?
He’d just smile, nod ignorantly, and continue
using it incorrectly. They think that we don’t
know anything because we’re deaf.

Caroline swung her mattock easily. As
the hard sod crumbled beneath her
blows, Caroline relished thinking about how
Elliot’s arms would ache by the end of
the day.

At lunch, Caroline and her friends sat on
a grassy knoll. They “talked” animatedly, lip
reading and using finger spelling and sign
language. Her hands flew as she discussed the
events of the morning. Caroline pantomimed
Elliot’s clumsy efforts for the benefit of her
friends, and everybody laughed. The hearing
students sitting nearby glanced up, startled,
and pretended not to notice. But the deaf
teenagers noticed.

“Who wants to talk to them anyway?”
Caroline’s friends signed to Mr. Soong, their
counselor. Mr. Soong wasn’t deaf, but he used
manual communication as fluently as they
did. “It’s easier not talking to them, isn’t it?”
he said.

“I talked,” Caroline scowled. “He didn’t
understand me.”

toward him, and looked
away again. Caroline tramped through the
brush to where Elliot was working. When she
got there, she couldn’t believe her eyes—Elliot
was standing knee-deep in poison oak.
Caroline burst out laughing—she couldn’
help it . . . until she remembered the time that
she had had a reaction to poison oak. It was
a horrible and painful ordeal.

Lesson 1 Understanding character 7




As Elliot bent down to extract a stubborn
bit of trash from the brush, Caroline,
exasperated, yelled, “That’s poison oak!”

But Elliot couldn’t understand her. “Yeah,
sure,” he said, shrugging. Caroline glared at
him. Then she gestured at the brush and
yelled. Elliot ignored her.

Suddenly, Caroline began to pantomime.

She pantomimed somebody whose body is
itching all over. As Elliot stared at her,
fascinated with her performance, Caroline
pointed at the brush again. This time
Elliot turned and looked where she was
pointing.
v “Hey!” he said. “That’s poison oak!” He
leaped away. “I didn’t even see it—is that
what you were trying to tell me? I'm so
allergic to that stuff, you wouldn’t believe it.
Listen, thanks, Caroline.” He turned and
stopped, realizing that Caroline was staring
blankly at him, uncomprehending.

Later Elliot approached Mr. Soong and
told him what had happened. As Elliot turned
to leave, he said, “So would you tell her
thanks for me?”

REcALLING

Write the answers to the following questions
on the lines provided. You may go back to
the selection to find an answer.

1. Where do the events in this story take place?

2. Why does Caroline tell Elliot about the
poison oak?

3. Why is Elliot angry at the beginning of
the story?

8 Lesson 1 Understanding character .

FACTS

Mr. Soong just looked at him. “Why don’t
you tell her yourself?”

“Caroline doesn’t hear,” said Mr. Soong.
“That doesn’t mean you can’t communicate.
She can read lips. If you enunciate clearly,
speak slowly, and look at her when you talk,
she can understand you.”

Elliot hesitated for a moment, and then he
said, “Would you show me something?”

Later, Elliot went back to where Caroline
was working. He felt foolish, but he realized
that undoubtedly Caroline occasionally felt
foolish too. Caroline looked up, and Elliot
smiled at her. Then, putting his fingertips to
his lips, palms flat, he made the gesture that
Mr. Soong had said meant “thank you.”

For an instant, Caroline looked quite
astonished; she peered suspiciously at Elliot,
looking in his face for a sign of a joke or
betrayal. Uncomfortable but determined,
Elliot kept beaming at her. Slowly, Caroline’s
face relaxed; she broke into a smile.

X When Elliot picked up the mattock again,
Caroline took it from his hands; wordlessly,
she demonstrated the correct way to hold it.

PR >CE &

4. What do Caroline and Elliot have in
common?

5. List two ways in which deaf people can
communicate.

6. Match the following words with their
correct meanings.
mattock  a. expressed by actions
or gestures instead of
words

pantomimed b. a mound or small hill

knoll ¢. a cutting and digging

tool similar to an axe
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INTERPRETING FACTS HRARHEL e s

R R I

Not all the questions about a selection are answered directly in the selection.
For the following questions, you will have to figure out answers not directly
stated in the selection. Write the answers to the questions on the lines provided.

1. Identify the following statements by writing fact or opinion on the line provided.

Trying to communicate with the deaf is a hopeless effort.

The deaf have many ways of communicating with others.

Sign language can be learned quickly.

2. The people in this story communicate in many ways.

a. Which ways are deliberate?

b. Which ways are unconscious?

3. Why do Elliot and Caroline distrust each other at first?

4, Why does Elliot’s embarrassment enrage Caroline?

5. Why does Caroline look suspicious when Elliot uses sign language?

6. How do you think deafness has influenced Caroline’s personality?

7. Some people become deaf after they have learned a language; others are born deaf.
Imagine that you were born deaf and that you didn’t know what language was. How

would life be different for you?

Lesson 1 Understanding character 9
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1. An author can reveal the personality of a character through a combination of ways:
a. the character’s actions and words
b. the character’s thoughts and feelings
c. the opinions and comments of other characters

Read the following passages about the main characters in the story. On the line or lines in
front of each passage, write the letter or letters of the technique that the author uses. On
the line provided after each passage, tell what the passage reveals about the character.

After lunch, Elliot collected trash in the brush off the trail. He looked up, saw Caroline
walking toward him, and looked away again.

_ She... could show Elliot how to use that mattock . . . but . . . he’d just smile, nod
ignorantly, and continue using it incorrectly.

Caroline burst out laughing—she couldn’t help it . . . until she remembered the time she
had had a reaction to poison oak. It was a horrible and painful ordeal. As Elliot bent
down to extract a stubborn bit of trash from the brush, Caroline, exasperated, yelled,
“That’s poison oak!”

2. Reread the two passages with check marks next to them. What do these passages reveal
about the kind of person Elliot is?

3. Read the two passages with Xs next to them. What do these passages reveal about the
kind of person Caroline is?

4. Are Elliot and Caroline static or dynamic characters? Write a paragraph of four or five
sentences for each character. Explain how each character does or doesn’t change during the
story.

Elliot

Caroline

P> Real Life Connections “#1.8Jil  Research the basics of American Sign Language,
including the ASL Alphabet. Practice signing a message with a partner.

10 Lesson 1 Understanding character



Lesson 2

Primary and Secondary Sources B3R

— Reading a Social Studies Selection & #3EiE

P Background
Information vtk

On April 28, 1947, six men
set out across the Pacific Ocean
on a log raft called the Kon-Tiki.
The leader of the expedition
was Thor Heyerdahl, a
Norwegian anthropologist. For
more than three months,
Heyerdahl, his crew, and their
pet parrot drifted on the
Kon-Tiki westward across the
Pacific Ocean.

The following selections tell
about Heyerdahl’s voyage. The
first, “A Voyage on a Raft,”
was written by someone who
did not participate in the
voyage. The second is
Heyerdahl’s own account of a
portion of the voyage, taken
from his book Kon-Tiki,
published in 1950.

P Skill Focus ik
Information about an event
can be found in both primary
sources and secondary
sources. Primary sources
(meaning first or original
sources) are accounts that
give firsthand information.
They are written by
eyewitnesses to history,
usually at the time an event
occurred. Diaries, letters,
autobiographies, newspapers,
and photographs are all
primary sources. Secondary

sources are descriptions or
interpretations of an event by
someone who did not witness
the event. Often they are
written long after the event
occurred. History books,
biographies, encyclopedias,
and other reference works are
secondary sources.

Because original information
sometimes offers the best
historical evidence, historians
use mostly primary sources
when studying or investigating
a past period or event.

When comparing
information from two different

sources, follow these guidelines:

1. Identify the source.

a. Who wrote the
information?

b. When was it written?

c. How was the author
involved in the event?

d. Isit a primary ora
secondary source?

2. Analyze the information.
a. What event is
described?
b. What time period is
covered?
c. How reliable is the
information?

3. Evaluate the information.
a. Why is one source
apt to be more
accurate than the
other?

Lesson 2 Comparing primary and secondary sources 11

b. Why is one source
apt to be more biased
than the other?

¢. What conclusions can
you draw based on both
sources of information?

P Word Clues il .k
Read the sentence below.
Look for context clues that

explain the underlined word.

Finally, in one surge, the
sea rose and lifted them
inside the reef.

The word surge is explained
by the words that follow it.
These words give details to
help you understand the
meaning of surge.

Use detail context clues to
find the meanings of the three
underlined words in the

selection.

Use the
\ uest;
Skill Focys ‘Zo estion

Compare the

Sin the



A V()}fzige on a Raft

Pl s R B

ARTE L

While visiting Fatu Hiva, a Polynesian
island in the Pacific Ocean, Thor Heyerdahl
heard a fascinating legend—a tale about an
ancient god and chief named Tiki, who had
brought people to the islands many centuries
ago. Before that time, they had inhabited “a
big country beyond the sea.”

The old legend seized Heyerdahl’s
scientific curiosity. He wondered where these
people might have come from and how they

kilometers) from the coast to catch fish. At
that distance, they were in the Humboldt
Current, which runs north along the coast of
Peru and then swings west just below the
equator to join the South Equatorial Current,
which goes straight to the Polynesian Islands.
Tiki could have reached those islands on a
raft.

Heyerdahl was determined to test his
theory, even if he had to cross the Pacific on a
raft himself.

had crossed the ocean.
Heyerdahl went to Peru,
where he heard a legend
about Kon-Tiki, the sun
king, who once led a group
of people across the Pacific
Ocean. This legend was
similar to the Polynesian

For almost four montbs,
they would not encounter
another human being.

X With five other men, he
built a raft exactly like
those described in ancient
records. They chose nine of
the thickest balsa logs that
they could find. They cut
deep grooves into the
wood to prevent the ropes

story about the god Tiki.

Could the two legends be descriptions of the
same event?

After years of research and speculation
regarding these questions, Heyerdahl
formulated a startling theory. He proposed
that the first settlers on the Polynesian Islands
had traveled over 4,000 miles (6,400
kilometers) from Peru.

X The facts supported Heyerdahl’s theory.
First, the wind blows constantly toward the
west from South America. Second, the
Polynesian settlers had once carved huge
stone statues similar to statues found in South
America. Third, the ancient Incas of Peru had
gone to sea in rafts, sailing over 50 miles (80

holding the whole raft together from slipping;
not a single spike was used. In the middle of
the raft, they erected a small, open bamboo
cabin. The men then set up a sail and a steering
oar. When the raft was completed, they
stocked it with a four-month supply of food.

On April 28, 1947, the six men and their
parrot began their voyage from Callao, Peru.
A tug towed them about 50 miles (80
kilometers) from shore into the Humboldt
Current. For almost four months, they would
not encounter another human being,.

At first, the raft tossed about in the
treacherous sea. When the water became
calm, the men caught fish for food. At night,

THE ROUTE OF THE KON-TIKI EXPEDITION

Key

Route of Kon-Tiki

Current direction ~ H:wm
500 1000 miles
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they charted their progress by the stars and
found that the current was carrying them—
just as Heyerdahl had predicted—westward
toward the Polynesian Islands.

On July 3, 1947, the crew saw land birds
for the first time. Several weeks later, they
saw a small cloud on the horizon. It did not
move with the wind but rose steadily like a
column of smoke; it was caused by the warm
air rising from an island.

On July 30, the crew saw land, but they
couldn’t reach it because the wind and
currents carried them away from it. They

soon passed another remote island and
headed toward it. The raft hit the coral wall
of the reef innumerable times. Finally, in one
surge, the sea rose and lifted them inside the
reef. Although the raft was severely damaged,
the men were not injured.

Maps showed that they had landed on
Raroia Reef in the Polynesian Islands. Their
voyage did not prove that such a voyage had
been made centuries ago. It did prove,
though, that it could have been made. Thor
Heyerdahl, however, was satisfied that his
theory was valid.

From Kon-Tiki

“COKBIAR S AHE H L&

As the troughs of the sea gradually grew
deeper, it became clear that we had moved
into the swiftest part of the Humboldt
Current. This sea was obviously caused by a
current and not simply raised by the wind.
The water was green and cold and
everywhere about us; the jagged mountains of
Peru had vanished into the dense cloud banks
astern. When darkness crept over the waters,
our first duel with the elements began. We
were still not sure of the sea; we were still
uncertain whether it would show itself a
friend or an enemy. . . .

About midnight, a ship’s light passed in a
northerly direction. At three, another passed
on the same course. We waved our little
paraffin lamp and hailed them with flashes
from an electric torch. But they did not see us,
and the lights passed slowly northward into
the darkness and disappeared. Little did we
on board the raft realize that this was our last
ship and the last trace of men we should see
till we had reached the other side of the
ocean.

We clung like flies, two and two, to the
steering oar in the darkness and felt the fresh
sea water pouring off our hair while the oar
hit us and our hands grew stiff with the
exertion of hanging on. We had a good
schooling those first days and nights; it
turned landlubbers into seamen. For the first
twenty-four hours, every man, in unbroken
succession, had two hours at the helm and
three hours’ rest. We arranged that every

hour a fresh man should relieve one of the
two steersmen who had been at the helm for
two hours.

v The next night was still worse; the seas
grew higher instead of going down. Two
hours of struggling with the steering oar was
too long. A man was not much use in the

Kon-Tiki, shown leaving Callao Harbor, Peru, was named
after the Peruvian sun god, who long ago vanished
westward across the sea.
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second half of his watch, and the seas got the
better of us and hurled us round and
sideways, while the water poured on board.
Then we changed over to one hour at the
helm and an hour and a half’s rest. So the first
sixty hours passed, in one continuous struggle
against a chaos of waves that rushed upon us,
one after another, without cessation. . . .
After a week or so the sea grew calmer,
and we noticed that it became blue instead of
green. We began to go west-northwest instead
of due northwest and took this as the first faint
sign that we were out of the coastal current
and had some hope of being carried out to sea.
The very first day we were left alone on
the sea we had noticed fish around the raft,
but we were too much occupied with steering
to think of fishing. The second day, we went
right into a thick shoal of sardines, and soon

Wirite the answers to the following questions
on the lines provided. You may go back to
the selection to find an answer.

1. Why did Heyerdahl name the raft Kon-
Tiki after the Peruvian sun king?

2. Heyerdahl and his men kept the raft
going in the right direction by which of
the following ways? Check two items.

a. charting their movement
according to the stars

always looking for the equator

sailing with the Humboldt
Current

3. Sequence the events below in the order in
which they happened.

— Kon-Tiki travels on the Humboldt
Current.

—  After research in Peru, Heyerdahl
formulates his theory.

14 Lesson 2 Comparing primary and secondary sources
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afterward an eight-foot blue shark came
along and rolled over with its white
belly uppermost as it rubbed against the raft’s
stern. . . . It played round us for a while, but
disappeared when we got the hand harpoon
ready for action.

Next day, we were visited by tunnies,
bonitos, and dolphins, and when a big flying
fish thudded on board we used it as bait and
at once pulled in two large dolphins weighing
from twenty to thirty-five pounds each. This
was food for several days. On steering watch
we could see many fish we did not even know.
One day, we came into a school of porpoises
which seemed quite endless. The black backs
tumbled about, packed close together, right in
to the side of the raft, and sprang up here and
there all over the sea as far as we could see
from the masthead.

— Kon-Tiki leaves Peru.

— Heyerdabhl first visits Polynesia.

— Kon-Tiki arrives at a Polynesian island.
4. What ocean current moves in a northwest

direction along the coast of South
America?

5. Between which two latitude lines did the
Kon-Tiki sail?

6. Reread the two paragraphs that have Xs
next to them. Then in each paragraph
underline the sentence that states the
main idea of the paragraph.

7. Draw a line to match each word with its
meaning.

cessation based on evidence
chaos ceasing
confusion

valid
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Not all the questions about a selection are answered directly in the selection. For
the following questions, you will have to figure out answers not directly stated
in the selection. Write the answers to the questions on the lines provided.

1. Identify each of the following statements as fact or opinion by writing F or O on the line
provided.

___ The crew of the Kon-Tiki risked their lives to make the voyage.

____ Heyerdahl was wrong to risk the lives of his crew members.

2. The crew sighted land birds and a small cloud that didn’t move with the wind but rose
steadily like a column of smoke. What did the crew conclude?

3. Reread the paragraph with a check mark next to it. Write a sentence describing its main idea.

4. From what you have read about Thor Heyerdahl, how would you describe his character?

5. Write a generalization based on the three facts below.
Facts a. The crew of the Kon-Tiki was alone on the vast Pacific Ocean.
b. The ocean waves crashed across the small raft with great force.
c. Sharks swim up close to the raft.

Generalization

6. Look at the sail of the Kon-Tiki in the photograph on page 13.
a. Whose face do you think is on the sail?

b. Why do you think it is appropriate?

SKiILL Focus HEgEE e e

To answer the questions below, compare the information presented in “A
Voyage on a Raft” on pages 12-13 and “From Kon-Tik" on pages 13-14.

1. Identify the source.
a. Who wrote the information?

“A Voyage on a Raft”

“From Kon-Tiki”
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