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Xishuangbanna, a miraculous green land, extends on|
the southwestern border of China. Rolling mountains that rise
and fall one after another are covered with boundless virgin
forests. Nestling deep in the mysterious tropical rainforests are
rows of bamboo story—buildings of the Dai ethnic group, moun— §
tain villages of the Aini, Lahu, and Blang minority groups, |
and long houses of the Jino tribe. Xishuangbanna has a popu—(
lation of 850,000, who are building their beautiful homeland
with wisdom and creative labor.

There are 13 ethnic groups in Xishuangbanna. They are
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the Dai, Han, Hani, Lahu, Blang, Yi, Jino, Yao, Va, Hui,

Zhuang, Jingpo, and Miao, with people of the Dai ethnic

group making up the majority of the total population. Each of

the ethnic groups has a long history, a splendid culture, vari—

ous social formations, and colorful customs and habits.

Xishuangbanna is a state scenic resort and a state nature

| reserve. It is the only oasis on the desert belt of the Tropic of
i Cancer. On its 19,112.5 square kilometers of land, or one—
504ths— of China's total territory, there are more than 5,000
.species of plants, over 600 species of terrestrial vertebrates,
and 429 species of birds, accounting for one—sixth, one—fourth,

"and more than one— third of China's totals respectively. Of the
plant species, 340 are species unique to Xishuangbanna, rare

.species, relic species, wild species of cultivated plants, or spe—
‘cies of distant and kindred plants and 58 were listed as the
first group of rare species or species in imminent or gradual
danger of extinction now enjoying priority of state protection,
'making up of 15% of China's total species of plants under key
fstate protection. Podocarpus imbricatus and other plants have
'their origin one million vears ago, during the Tertiary period.
They are known as "living fossils" in the flora kingdom. In

+1982, 13 fauna species including the slender loris, leopard,
wild elephant, wild ox, and hornbill were designated as first—
class animals under state production, 15 fauna species as sec—
ond—class animals under state protection, and 24 species as

third—class animals under state production, accounting for 19%,

30%, and 39% of China's totals respectively. In short,

Xishuangbanna is a "kingdom of plants, " a "paradise of animals,

" and a "gene pool of animal and plant species. " Xishuangbanna

is also home to Pu'er tea, a tea known in and outside of China
lfor its fine quality. Wild trees with large leaves found 1,700

years ago and trees planted 800 years ago still grow Pu'er tea
leaves. ‘

The Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefecture adjoins
Myanmar and Laos with a border stretching for 966.3
kilometers, creating a fine environment for the developmernt
of border trade and transnational tourism. The Lancang River
flows though the middle section of the prefecture from east.
The section of the river outside China is known as the Mekong
or the Danube of the Orient. It is a golden waterway linking
up China with Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and
Vietnam. Aboard a ship at Jinghong Port in Xishuangbanna,
one can make a downstream trip to the mysterious Golden
Triangle Area 300 kilometers away on the border between
Thailand, Myanmar, and Lacs. Further ahead, one will reach‘
Luong Probang and Vientiane of Laos, Phnom Penh of
Cambodia, and Ho Chi Minh City of Vietnam. With the deep—
ening of reforms and development, the state made investment |
to open Jinghong Port, an airport, and Mohan Port — threel
state—class ports — and the Daluo and Menglong provmcial}
ports. Materials produced in China are shipped from the ports!
to Myanmar, Laos, and Thailand and then transshipped to‘
Singapore, Malaysia, and other countries. Meanwhile, timber |
and medicinal materials from Southeast Asian countries are‘
transported to Xishuangbanna through the ports. The enchant— ‘
ing tropical and sub—tropical landscapes, colorful customs and‘
habits of the ethnic groups, and the broad and profound eth—‘
nic cultures have promoted a rapid development of tourism in‘
Xishuangbanna. |
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A Buddhist temple of the Dai ethnic group
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TROPICAL RAINFORESTS VEILED IN MYSTERY
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In 1982, Xishuangbanna was promulgated by the State

Council as one of the 44 state scenic resorts. The prefecture
boasts of a 253, 334—hectare state—class nature reserve, includ—
ing 46,667 hectares of virgin forests under good protection.
Xishuangbanna has a forest coverage of 62.5%. Tropical
rainforests refer to forests with trees and other plantsg rowing
and animals living at different heights on wetland in the tropi—
cal zones. Dense mist condenses to sform water on the sur—
face of tree and grass leaves that drops to the ground like rain
drops in the morning even without rainfall or at night during
the dry season. The tropical rainforests in Xishuangbanna are
a huge gene pool of fauna and flora species, giving mankind a
constant supply of food, medicinal materials, timber, and other
raw materials. Like lungs on earth, they produce large quanti—
ties of oxygen that reduces the content of carbon dioxide in
the air. The plants growing in various postures in
Xishuangbanna take one's breath away in astonishment.
Parashorea chinensis that grows 30 to 70 meters tall is
called a giant tree by botanists. There are also shrubs less than
one meler high. Generally speaking, plants blossom and bear
fruit on tender twigs. But the flowers and fruit of the cluster
fig and jack fruit tree appear on their thick trunks. In the plant
community, there are Tetrastigma planicaule with a strong
water—storage capacity known as a natural water kettle, Alocasia
odora whose leaves can be used as umbrellas, and the banyan
tree whose aerial rools are oflen seen to entwine round the
trunks and branches of other arbor trees and grab their nutri—
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ents and air till other arbors wither, The tropical rainforests n i B8 A R AR
A quiet and secluded forest

Nishuangbarmna are ideal [or scicntific investigations, explora—

tion in nature, and tourism.







A tropical rainforest A giant buttress root







