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Preface

Most Chinese learners of English are more or less handi-
capped Ly the lack of ready access to timely original readings in
that language. In an attempt ‘o {ind a way out. we have pre-
parcd this collection of well-written articles, which are selected
from various latest American, British, Canadian and Australian
publications. They will guide you through the colonrful world of
English, making learning not only a pleasant experience but a
way to keep vourself in touch with both the past and the pre-
sent.

Therefore, we believe that this collection and the ones 1o
come, with handy compact knowledge, could-FEHmwyve vour
needs for an enrichment of mind and a Zapwd mprovefpt .n
English.
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The Man with the Iron Grip

‘Havelange’ even sought to extend his influence
beyond his scheduled retirement date’

Joao Havelange bestrode the France 98 draw Itke a colossns,
Like hinv.haie himothere was oo ignoring him, His iron grip sver
the world game (hrongh the FIFA < presidency was alnnst iangi-
bl in erery aspeet currounding the draw—and he ¢ven sought w
extend his influence way beyond his scheduied retrement
June,

That was.however.news for Seuth African hopes of hosting
the 2006 *World Cup®, Havelange.discussing their prospects.of
fered the thought that “South Africa have ooly 10 ask™ But nath-
ing could have heen guaranteed 1o Hne up Europe amd Asig a-
ganst a Sonth Aflrican bid more firmly than a percewved atlempr
hy the outgaing president to tie his successors” hands.

Havelange added . “South Alrica 16 ihe diamond snd gold
centre of the world. its financial hase is solid and it has the cam
muricaiions. lransportation and accommodation nfrastruciure
necessary to put on a Warld Cup.,

Even if one accepts that, the decision vn an alreadv-con-
ientious [ootball issue will not he taken until the summer of
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& Federation Internationale des Frotball Asseoctarion; the gowerming body rhat
runs mierrational fnotba.l and organizes the World Cop BR R F B 5 2

W Assoranon Faothall s most prestigrous comepetitton, held every four yoars nn-
der b auspices of FIFA. National reams cormmpets for the Jeles Rinet Trophy . named
after the honosary president of FIFA from 921 tc 1854, who first proposed the menpe-
titicn.,
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200t by which lime Havelange and nis baleful?® influence will be
history. Anc.ent history.il Lennart Johansson, president of UE-
FA " hecomes president of FIFA in a few months' time,

Waether Johansson will accede remains an open guesiion,
Other candidates have until April 7—¢0 days belore Congress—-
to declare themselbves, Speculation continues to surround general
scervtary Sepp Blatter and now ., also.Michel Platini—altcer all.he
will e oul of a job after the World Cup linals. The Asian confed-
cranon.according to secrelary Peler Velappan, may vet throw a
candidate into the ring if .presumably . the manifestos of the other
contenders do not “come up to seratch®. (O Julio Groadona. the
Argentinian who was Havelange’s original blue -eyed bov .nothing
note has been heard,

What bappens to Blatter if Johansson gets the joh? (ne sce-
nario sees Blatter staving on [or continuily’s sake. Another envis-
ages™ Blatter being handed a luerative™ new eontract—and then
asked 1o clear his desk.

Ore thing s for certain:this is a game being plaved out o a
European agenda, Anyone who expects a non-European World
Cup in 200—and Fngland or Germany are the only options—
should think again.

Havelange.in the meamime ,has more inunediate projects ro
secure and prizes to pursue, He made little secret of his original
prelerence [or fapan in the World Cup 2002 wrangle'®.hut when
South Korea came on the scene he mayv not have heen entirely
oblivious to the siren voices suggesting a2 Nobel Peace Prize if the
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World Cup carrot™ could be uscd as a device for unifving the two
Korcas. Certainiy ,that was high on the list of priorities of Chung
Mong-joon when he battled his way out of the South Korean fed-
eration and on to the FIFA executive. Now his cause appears to
be that of Havelange’s as well.

Havelange reiuctantly accepted defeal over the co-hosting
principle for 2002—having little faith in a shared World Cup—
and has now *stuck his own oar into muddied waters™ with his
suggestion that the South should be proactive in seeking to
“bring the grumpy® North on board¥.

Simultaneously , Havelange also has been working hard to
promote a Palestine v. Israel friendly international in New York,
the appropriate venue as it is the home of the United Nations.

Expect frantic efforts 10 be made on hoth these {ronts belare
the witching hour when Havelange's jet turns back into a pump-
Kin'*,

One nasty problem Havelange will bequeath is the growing
unrest among Westcrn European elubs over the apparently open-
ended rights of national federations to detnand the telease of their
plavers for internationals.

The World Cup, given ongoing efforts to standardise dates,
anc the regional championships (Copa America.Alrican Nalions
Cup.eleywould be accepiable. But ihe inclusion in the ‘want? list
of the Confedcrations Cup on top of {ive or six (riendlies was
over the top and brought whispered threais of legal action [rom
the Ttalian clubs.

Not that FIFA itsell has 1o worry about money.

Impoverished when Havelange succeeded Sir Stanley Rous in
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1974,FIFA now boasts warking capital of almost £ 2 billion and
football may claim to be the biggest employer on the planet,with
450 million people kept busy by an industry generating nearly
£100 billion a year.

FIFA itsell will raise £1. 8 billion by selling TV nghts to
the 2002 and 2006 World Cups to a consortium® headed by pri-
vate Germau group Kirch. But Havelange’s successor may also
find this something of a poisoned chalice® because of FIFA’
hack-pedalling insistence that it retains the right to order that
games are screened on so-called ‘free TV? 1hrough the public
broadcasters. Kirch paid its hugely inflated sum for the rights on
the expectation of being able to sell pictures on to the likes of
cash-rich Sky?,

Initial concern over the Kirch deal was raised .appropriately,
in Germany. Sepp Blatter said: “if the political pressure in Ger-
many were to become enormous then FIFA would ask the holders
of 1the rights to make sure that the matches were shown live an
[ree television. ™ But what if the subcontracied TV channel had
bought the rights in confidence that they would have exclusive
coverage? How could FIFA exert pressure? And who will foot the
bill?

Not Havelange. He will have been long gone by then.

(From World Soccer. Jan. 1998
by Keir Radnedge’
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Lichens’
More Than Meets
the Eye

Often overlooked or ignored, symbiotic organ-
isms known as lichens., such as the Xanthoria
parietina dotting a Martha’s Vineyard farm-
house. are attracting new attention for their
medicinal, decorative, and pollution-detecting
properties.

Lichens to dye for

An arsenal® of nearly 600 chemicals unique to lichens helps
thent survive in marginal environments and ward off attacks by
bacteria. other [ungi.*¥ and grazing herbivores.

Called lichen substances, these pigments,® toxing. and an-
tibiotics have made lichens very useful to people in diverse cul-
tures.especially as a source of dyes and medicines.

The warm browns in rugs made by members of the Ramah
Navajo Weavers Association come from boihng the vagranm
lichen
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Xanthoparmelia chlorochroa, seen in a basket with a skein®
of dyed wool. The lichens once used to dye Scottish Harris
Tweed contain substances that gave the fabric an earthy aroma
and reputedly made t moth repellent. Shrubby gray lichens,
scraped off Mediterranean coastal rocks and socaked in ammonia-
rich® stale® urine, € yielded® some of the famous royal purple
dyes of antiquity. ®

The most widely used dye lichen among Native Americans
was the eyc-catching wolf lichen Letharia vulpina(above right).
The Chilkat Tlingit in Alaska traded coastal commodities such as
fish oil for wolf lichen from the interior to color their prized
dancing blankets, still worn by the Chilkat Dancers of Haines,
Alaska, in their performances.

Though famed as a wolf poison, the wolf lichen often found
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a place in the Native American pharmacopoeia. & The Okanagan-
Colville, Blackfoot, and others made a medicinal tea from it or
used it externaily to treat skin problems. While scores of lichens
have served as traditional medicines, few can compete with mem-

- ; [ LT

bers of the genus Usnea®® as effective healers, used in teas and
salves in nearly every part of th: world. The lichen substance us-
nic acid has been used in some European antibictic creams.

Designer rocks

As if painted by a mad hand, a slate outcrop® is encrusted
with lichens in the Sierra Nevada foothills of California. In west-
ern Nevada the Northern Paiute name for brightly colored crus-
tose® lichens used as medicines, such as Pleopsidium oxytonum,
translates literally as “lizard semen (top)®,” alluding to the
push-ups that lizards do during courtship® displays.
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In iegends of the Northwests Interior Salish peoples,
Covote’s™ long hair became entangled in a tree and was magically
transformed into food, hanging from branches in thick clumps,
Seen here interspersed with larch@ needles. Bryoria {remontii
was a delicacy for some tribes and distasteful famine food for
others. Some Taterior Salish mixed the lichen with mud and used
it for chinking log cabins. (Qthers used it as fiber to make cloth-
ing.

Northern flying squirrels® build nests of it. which serve as
cozy live-in larders,providing winter food. Anthropologist Craig
Kirkpatrick of the University of California at Davis recently dis-
covered that two other Bryeriz species are the primary food of
the endangered Yunnan snuh-nosed® monkey in China.

One of the most important of the so-called * reindeer
lichens , ® Cladinastellaris is a favorite {ood of Nocth American
caribou® and their Eurasian® counterpart, reindeer. When the
lichens are covered by snow, the animals dig craters as deep as
three feet to reach them, fighting off competitors horning 1n for a
{ree meal,

Arctic peoples once ate reindeer lichens when times werc
rough, boiling them in water. They were considered a treat,
however, when consumed, fermented, from caribou stomachs.

(From ANational Geographic. Feb. 1997;
by Sylvia Duran Sharnoff’
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What’s the Best Time to
Exercise for Energy?

Encrgy levels ebb and llow throughout the day, influenced
by cverything from your mood tu your body's circadian
rhythms—daily fluctuations in things like heart rate. tempera-
ture, and blood pressure. Here are the pros and cons of exercis-
ing at various times of day.

MORNING ; The main hurdle in the morning is dragging yoursell
out of bed. Once you've done that, however. there’s little else to
distract yon from the business at hand. That may be why people
who work out in the A, M, are more likely to stick with 1t over
time. whicl means thev’re well on their way to reaping the long-
term encrgy boost that being fit hrings.

LUNCHTIMVE :Most people fcel an energy dip between two and
three in the afternoon. “It’s not related to eating; it’s just part of
the bodv’s natural eycle,” says Thomas Reilly . an exercise phys-
iologist. Exercising in the middle of the day can smooth out the
dip. Reilly says, because it increases the {low of cpinephrine and
naiepinephrine , hormones that perk you up for a {ew hours after
a scssion. But don’t skip lunch 10 work out. A light meal an
hour hefore you exercise will give vou the energy to gel moving.

EVENING :1n the late afternoon and early evening- peaple
breathe easier because the lungs’ ariways are more open. muscle
strength peaks since body temperature is higher. But. dont
work out 100 close to bedtime or the resuliing burst of vigor may
make it difficult to fall asleeep.

[From Health . 11/12.1996)
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Crossing Cultures

In Canada, exploring two cities’ international
flavors: Vancouver’s expanding Asian communi-
ty and Montreal’s not-quite-French allure.

My first stroll through Vancouver’s Chinsse neighborhood
led me down crowded sidewalks to a courtyard where the shadow
of a plum tree fell gently in a jade-colored pond, the yin® of a
waterfall tumbled against the yang® of rocky cliffs, and droplets
of rain trickled down a bamboo roof like a beaded curtain. 1 had
stumbled into Dr. Sun Yat-Sen® Classical Chinese Garden, the
recreation of a celebra:ed place of nature designed five centuries
ago during the Ming Dynasty in the city of Suzhou,

Drawn into the soul of Asian Vancouver, 1 was compelled to
explore further.

And so the next day found me savoring * sauteed scallops®
in a sauce of cherry blossoms at Tojo’, a Japanese restaurant
where dining is grander and more enticing than a geisha's®
dance. T devoted the following afternoon to foraging through
shops along the main arteries of downtown Chinatown and re-
turned with a bag of delicacies; tea made from the leaves of

{ (in Chinese philosophy and religion) two principles, one negative, dark, and
feminine(yin). and one positive, bright, and maseuline ( vang}, whose interactivn in-
fluences the destinies of creatures and things (FEW £ 4EHERR
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chrysanthemums, a dessert concocted from the eggs of snow
frogs. and candy made {rom seaweed. On Sunday I took a 30-
minte taxi ride to the bustling new Chinatown in the suburb of
Richmond, where 1 knelt among immigrants from Hong Kong in
a DBuddhist temple. In between came lunch with an East Indian
track driver in the Punjab Market district. a sally through a
Japanese garden laden with cherry blossoms on the Grouse
Mountain —Vancouver easily lives up to its reputation s a gate-
way to Asia. Immigrants from China. India. Korea and otber
Asian countries and their offspring make up more than 26 per-
cent of the 1. 8 million residents of the region, giving it the dens-
est concentration of Asians in North America. Last vear’s Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperatinn forum. whbich brought leaders
from North America and more than a dozen Asian countrics 1o
Vancouver to discuss the economic future of the Pacific Rim.
buttressed the city’s position as the crossroads between North
America and Asia.

Even for the casual traveler, a visit to this far-off corner of
the Pacilic Northwest provides a rare opportunity for immersion
in " the culture of the rice bowl® without leaving the shores of
North America. For serious "China aficionados®, it is possibie
to spend entire afternoons in Asian shopping malls or tea salons.
and end the night at the movies or a karaoke bar™. without hear-
ing anything but Cantonese or Mandarin.

As a student of multiculturalism, T was curious about how a
part of the world with deep Anglo roots and puritanical mores
had absorbed such a large and visible Asian subculture.

Vancouver was first settled by the English n the mic-
1800s . and residents with English roots still make up the majori-

i the Asan culture ,esp. that of East Asa (MM L4k
@ & berson who is very enthusiastic about China F 8 %
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ty of the population. In recent years, however, it has attracted a
mix of 1esidents {rom various backgrounds.including Anglos, I-
talians, Greeks and Germans. The thread that seems te bind the
disparate population is a love for the great outdoors and a casual,
down-home® spirit. Many are urban cowboy types who balance
high-powered jobs with a strong love ol naturc.

Vancouverites descended {rom Asia. iike tneir counterparts
in San Francisco and other North American cities, and are large-
ly concentrated in enclaves: olda Chinatown is an eighi-square-
block district of restaurants, shops and apartments that dates to
the end of the last century: the new Chinatown, a sectivn of the
suburb of Richmond, is dominated by Chinesc shaps and patron-
ized by recent immigrants from Hong Kong. Asians have left a
mark on the look of the city far bevond those communities. To
the past decade. the city’s skyline has sprouted glossy new
skyscrapers., many of which have been built with heavy Asian in-
vestments - according 1o Ron Richardsor . spokesman for the A-
sia Pacific Foundation of Canada, a “think tank¥. Smaller signs
of the impact Asians have had beyond the Asian neighborhoods
crop up everywhere. This is a place where ATMs™® ask if cus-
tomers prefer conducting business 1n Chinese, where everyore
eveivwhere seems proficient in the use of chopsticks, and locals
from everv quarter celebrate the Chinese New Ycar with ithe
same kind of gusto® with which Bostonians greet *Si. Patrick’s
Day <.

The emergence of an Asian stronghold i this region has not
come without tension, Chinese c.tizens, first brought 1o Canada
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in the 1800s as railroad laborers, were invited to go home aflter
the railroad was completed at the enc of the last century. Large
numbers of immigrar.t children arrive with only seant knowledge
of English. lor example. giving rise to camplaints. “When we
have to pay so much for the teaching of English. it clearly de-
tracts from the money which could go to reaching other things.”
said Karen Malody, a local writer,

About 40 percemt Asian. Richmond has become the first
stop [or many new immgrants to the Vancouver arca. The ma-
jority of the ncweomers are Hong Kong natives who, [earing the
worst, feft the bustling Asian eity before it was returned to {hi-
ua last vear., The Asian neighborhoods here. which date 10 the
1970s. have burgeonad with their arrival. In & series of five
malls along the city™ main thoroughfare, Asian entreprencurs
have re-created the kind of shopping and eniertainment options
thev enjoved hack bome. Here was an herlial shop offering «
gamut - of cures, ~[rom bear claws to ginscng and the private

. There was a shopping center with all mianner of

parts of deer
things Asian, including more than 50 brands of sov sauce. rice
cakes, “chile sauces ™ and teus.

Abave the Radisson President Hotel and Suites was a 3ud-
dlist temple . down the hall a bookstore featuring thousands of
Chinese authors. across the sirert a movie theater showing only
films from China. “For many wao have come [rom Asia. this 15
home. and so it is made to feel like home.™ explained Hong. a
Radisson spokeswoman. as she guided me through the neighhbor-
hood ., “Unless you make a trip to China. it would be hard to get
morte Asian than this. ”

[From Washington Post, April 26.1998:by Gary Leel
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New Directions in U. S. -
China Relations

Ambassador James R. Sasser?!
Remarks as Prepared
for Delivery at Qinghua
University . Beijing
December 11. 1997

Tondav.T’c like to speak about challenges and opportunities
facing our two conntries,

First.we nerd a dizlogue which is “strict. diligent , realistc
and creative, "I that sounds familiar.well it 18— is the lcarnimg
stvle of Qinghua University. T found it on your Enghlish language
homepage on the Tnternet,

Second. we need a dialogue that prevents eny single issue
from holding the entire reiationship captive. In the past.we have
sometimes allawed our exchanges on certain issves 1o delinc
whether we had a dialogue at all. Well.in Washington our two
Presidents had candid exchanges on these fundamental issues.in-
cluding those upon which we have major differences.such ax hu-
man rights, As a result.our bilateral relationship today is much
stronger. | expect that when President Clinton visits China next
vear-he and President Jiang will further expand our broad agenda
ard strengthen the foundation for conmiinued growth in our rela-
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