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Foreword

This is a book of special interest. What makes it so specialis that it not only tells the happenings
during the most turbulent period in modern history, but also reveals a lot of behind the scene events
which have never been recorded by any other writers on the same subject. Furthermore, it was
written by the person who was deeply involved and played an important part in these activities
in vivid details.

Japan had been regarded as the most dangerous enemy of the Chinese since the later part of
the 19th Century. Anti-Japanese feelings were greatly intensified as soon as the Japanese troops
marched across Korea into Chinese soil in Manchuria in their blatant aggression against China.

The Chinese in Singapore and Malaya responded immediately. In almost every town, meetings
were called to map out actions to be taken against the Japanese. All the major actions are related
now in this book, including the activities carried out underground during the Japanese occupation
of this part of the world.

Many have heard the name of Force 136. But few has any Knowledge of its functions, how it
came into existence, how the organisation worked, how the operations were conducted and how its
missions were accomplished both within and without the Japanese occupied territories. The readers
will find all these interesting facts in this book.

To those who were born after the Second World War, this book will certainly enhance their
knowledge of the sufferings their parents have undergone. To those who have lived through this
period, this book will not only refresh their memories, but also enable them to have a better under-
standing of what happened around them during those miserable days, when the Allies were making
preparations to stage their liberation.

As an ex-comrades-in-arms of Colonel Chuang Hui-Tsuan, I, therefore, have great pleasure in
recommending this book to all of you.

Singapore, 1984. Lee Kim Chuan



Editor’s Note

The 1930s and 1940s were a turbulent era. It began with the Japanese invasion of China
followed by a massive fund-raising campaign by the Overseas Chinese in aid of the resistance against
the invading forces. Later, the Overseas Chinese also launched anti-Japanese movements in the
countries they were residing in.

In the past 40 to 50 years, many people had recounted their experiences during the turbulent
period in newspapers and magazines. Some even wrote books about the period, especially about the
first 20 years after the War.

With the belief that we can learn from our bitter past, the late Mr Chuang Hui-Tsuan, who was
the assistant chief of the Chinese Section of the Force 136, decided to compile his colleciton of
valuable documents of the Force 136 and other historical materials into a book more than 10 years
ago. The job was then entrusted to the late Prof Hsu Yun-Ts’iao. It was unfortunate that both

Mr Chuang and Prof Hsu could not see the book published in their lifetime. Thus in 1983 I picked up
from where they left off.

I managed to retain their original format, bearing in mind their object. However, I took the
liberty to add new articles wherever I thought necessary, and to remove those that were superfluous,
a process which necessitated my rearrangement of the order of some of the material.

Besides the historical documents and essays, the book also included many personal recollections
of the war by people from diverse backgrounds. These articles, written in an easy-to-read style,
contained vivid descriptions of their real-life experiences. They are therefore a valuable source of
material for researchers as well as any member of the general public who would like to have a better
understanding of the era.

Singapore, Malaysians and Japanese in their fifties and above would have a good memory of
the war. I hope that this book will encourage them to come forward with other valuable materials
and help make the history of this period as complete as possible.

Finally, I would like to express my heart-felt thanks to my friends for their support and
assistance when I was putting the book together.

Chua Ser Koon
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