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Unit 1
Part A

Leaving the Land of the Blind

(by Stephen Kuusisto)

It’s dog day!

On this morning, long before the regulation wake-up call, there
are the sounds of showers and doors slamming all over the building.

For the past two days, I have been part of a group of blind peo-
ple who have come to Guiding Eyes For The Blind in Yorktown
Height®, N. Y., to be paired with a guide dog. We have worked
with trainers who’ve guided us around the grounds, holding a leather
harness and playing the part of a guide dog. We've practiced com-
mands for sitting the dogs, making them stay.

Out in the kennels dozens of fully trained guide dogs have been
waiting to be carefully chosen for each one of us. The training staff
knows each dog as an individual. Every one has characteristics that
will make a good match witli a student. Some are temperamentally
suited for working in the city, while others really shine in small-town
settings. Some dog= are even trained to help people who are blind and
deaf—they have good comprehension of hand signals.

Later in the morning the trainers assemble us, and one by one
we're told the name and gender of our dog. My dog is Corky, a yel-
low Labrador retrizver female. Will she like me? How long will the
bonding take? Can I trust my life to this creature?

Waiting for the dog call, I sit alone in my room revisiting peri-
ods of my life.



Painful Memories

Born prematurely, I developed a condition called retinopathy of
prematurity, which made me mostly blind, able to see only shifting
colors and shapes. Yet for most of my life I denied my disability, pre-
tended I could see.

Painful memories surface. I'm in grade school, trying to read a
paper on the desk in front of me. I am pressing my nose to the page
when a kid looms over me. “Hey, "he murmurs, “get a little closer,”
and he shoves my nose into the paper.

I am in high school ,asking a question in math class. “Who are
you talking to?”says the math teacher,a very young woman. “Your
eyes don’t look at me.” The class is laughing. I stand up, knocking
over my chair in haste, reeling for the door.

I am in Helsinki, Finland,on a Fulbright grant to study Finnish
poetry, when in the city’s Railway Square I am almost struck by a
trolley I couldn’t see. Two pedestrians have pulled me backward off
my feet. [ sit on the pavement with my strewn bundles, surrounded
by bystanders, realizing that I'm making strangers responsible for
my survival. But I'm determined to appear independent.

Another memory surfaces: of the time I decided to go running
along the river walk in Iowa City.? The sidewalks were good and
level. I felt I could go a long,long way.

Then I heard them, several men shouting. I plunged straight in-
to a smooth slab of wet concrete they had just completed.

One of the fellows lifted me up,spun me around, talking spitfire
gibberish. “What the -+ how the :** didn’t you **+ waddaya blind?”

I had concrete in my hair and beard. It hung from my shirt and
pants. “Yessir,” I said, trying to catch my breath. “I'm blind. It’s
nuts, jogging like this, I know. I’m sorry, really sorry.”

“He’s blind. "It was as though he were telling the others that I
was his mother.

.2 .



Much to my amazement, the guy drove me home. I wish that I
could remember his name.

“My uncle’s blind, "he told me on the way. “He got a dog. The
guide dog’s salvation. ”

I was embarrassed and grateful. Back in my apartment,as I sat
on the floor of the bathroom scraping concrete from my arms and
legs, I realized that a chord had been struck with that mention of a -
guide dog.

But it took another decade for me to admit that I needed help.

Now,in these last pre-dog moments, I know that in the next
few hours my life is about to be forever changed.

Blind Date

Suddenly the loudspeaker crackles, and my name is called.
Trainer Lynne Robertson brings me into a special lounge. I sit in a
straight-backed chair, and Rick Connell, the training supervisor,
hands me a brand-new leash.

“When Corky comes in, ”he advises, “she’s going to be very ex-
cited,and she’ll probably jump all over you. Take a little time to be
your silly self with her. After you’ve had a few minutes, you can put
the leash on and heel her back to your room.”

Then Lynne tells me to call out, “Corky. ”

There’s breeze from the far end of the room. When I call
Corky’s name, my voice is suddenly hoarse. I have to call her twice.

I hear a sound like the snorting of a horse,and the music of dog
tags,and then she’s on top of me, her paws on my knees, her im-
mense head in my face. This dog is kissing me. Her tail is banging
away. I'm unprepared for the speed of it. Tears are running down my
face. A '

I sense that Corky is genuinely observing me. She seems to be
absorbing me. Janet Surman, another trainer, declares, “Corky’s in

’

love.”’

« 3 .



1 snap on the leash, and we walk together for the first time to
our room. It’s the definitive blind date!

Corky is absolutely wild with excitement, and at 80 pounds
she’s powerful. She puts her front paws on my shoulders and starts
nibbling my nose. Her tail knocks things off a chair.

We romp for a while, then I lie down beside her on the floor
and begin talking. '

“I tell you what,Cork. Let’s you and me take care of each oth-
er. Let’s go places. How do you like that idea?”

Tail wag.

“We’ll use our common head. ”

Tail wag.

“Your ears are so soft. Hey, Cork, I bet you like to swim. We're
going to New Hampshire in two months. ”

The tail.

On our first night together she demonstrates another part of her
personality. Unlike my roommate’s dog, who sleeps contentedly
through the night, Corky tries repeatedly to climb in bed with me.
This is not permissible,according to the training rules,and I hiss at
her in the dark. “Get down!”

She ignores me and wags her tail. I begin to worry that the dog
may be too goofy for this job.

But the next morning in the nearby city of White Plains, Corky
pulls me back from a Jeep that is cutting too close to the curb. She
moves straight back. With strength.

Two pedestrians who witness this applaud. One says she’d like
to get a guide dog too. I laugh. But I can taste my fear.

Growing Confidence
Soon the street is more my own. I'm walking without the fight-
or-flee gunslinger crouch® that has been my lifelong posture of
blindness. The harness is a transmitter between me and Corky. She is
. 4 .



confident. At every curb we come to a reliable and firm stop.

At Guiding Eyes the operative phrase is “A little stubbornness
is a good thing in a guide dog. "When I think of this, I'll always re-
member standing with Kathy Zubrvcki, a senior trainer, on a cold
March morning in the White Plains railroad station. We are with
Corky at the sheer edge of a railroad platform. There’s long drop to
the tracks below.

Kathy is telling me how Corky will not let me walk off the plat-
form, and I listen in a bone-chilling wind with my collar turned up
and my left hand on the harness. Behind us a train roars past on its
way to New York City.

“Go on, "says Kathy, “tell her to go forward.”

“I think I'll just wait for the train.”

“Go on. Corky isn’t going to let anything happen to you, and
neither am 1.”

Inwardly I'm thinking, “What if the dog belongs to a suicide
cult?”

Then I laugh and order Corky to go forward.

She yanks me backward, turns, walks me in the opposite direc-
tion until we are safely awzay from the tiacks.

My faith moves from belief into conviction, then to certainty.

Dancing Dog

In a cavernous, shadowy department store I move swiftly
through abutments of stacked perfumes. Wz pass what must be racks
of women’s coats. Then Corky takes me around huge wreath on a
tripod that is precisely in the middle of the aisle. I may be moving in
a visual fog, but I’'m sailing through the store.

Why didn’t I yield to this earlier? Why did 1 take so long?

Corky and I go to New York City,get on and off the subways.
We walk through a complicated and noisy construction site. Corky is
absolutely in focus,in control. She’s not afraid of the jackhammer.

.+ 5 7



It's time to go home. Rushing to catch a train at Grand Central
Terminal, Corky and I are accosted by a stranger. “Did you know
that the end is coming?”he asks in an oddly childlike voice.

I clutch Corky’s leash and suddenly find *hat I'm laughing.
“No,it’s not, I tell him.

Giddiness overcomes me. I begin dancing with my dog. “No, it’s
not! No,it’s not!”I chant,as Corky jumps up on me.

I hear somebody snapping our picture, blind man and dancing
dog with rush hour going on all around us.

The doomsayer walks away without another word.

New Words
kennel[ 'kenl] n. a hut to shelter a dog F1/2
temperamentally[tempro'mentli] ad. MWSJH bk, MNP Lik
gender( 'dzenda] n. sex t£5I
retriever” [ri'tri:zva] n. breed of dog used for finding and bringing
in — LA F EREY 5
prematurely( 'prematjuali] ad. FF=#l, KRB
retinopathy[ iretin'ope6i] n. PRI AR
loom[lum] v. appear indistinctly and in a threatening way B3R
2
murmur” [ 'meoma]  v. utter in a low voice {KFE 14
reel” [ri1] v. walk or stand unsteadily A& E 504
trolley” ['troli] n. THHBE
pedestrian” [ pi'destrion] n. person walking in a street 1T A
pavement” [ 'peivmant ] n. paved way at the side of a street for
people on foot AFTil
strew[ stru:] (strewed, strewed/strewn)
v. scatter sth over a surface T H L
survival® [sa'vaivel] n. state of continuing to live or exist 4 7%
slab(sleb] n. &, H
spitfire[ 'spitifais] n. BEFHA
6 - :



gibberish[ 'dziborif] n. meaningless sounds EEXNEE

pants” [pents] n. T

salvation[ seel'veifn] n. ¥R¥, BBy

scrap” [skraep] v. throw away as useless or worn-out E#H

chord” [kod] n. 3%

crackle[ 'kreekl] n. & HEEMEE

lounge™ [laund3] n. comfortable sitting-room,esp in a club or ho-
tel KE=E

leash(1i:f] n. leather strap or thong for holding or controlling an

animal ¥ 31V B

snort[sn:):t] n. BHA(E)

taglteeg] n. 135, 3RME

snap[snaep] v. try to snatch with the teeth J&B

definitive[ di'finativ] a. B&H)

nibble[ 'nibl] v. take tiny bites B

romp{ romp] v. (esp of children)play about BRI

wag” [waeg] v. move from side to side %12

permissible[ po'missbl] a. that may be permitted B AR

goofy[ 'qu#i] a. silly,stupid BAKAY

curb{kob] n. B, BEZ

applaud® [2'plo:d]  v. show approval by clapping the hands 3{ ¥
ZNyigan

crouch” [krautf] v. lower the body with the limbs together PR

gunslinger( 'ganslige]  n. %k, PO RTF

stubborn” ['stabon]  a. determined, difficult to deal with E R,

B EY

sheer” [ fio] a. complete, thorough R, 45T

suicide® [ 'sjuisaid] v. self-murder H R

cult{ kalt] n. popular fashion or craze SFF B

yank[jeegk] v. XEhL,{ESHHL

conviction” [ken'vikfen] n. BME,#0{E

cavernous| "keevonas]  a. UL 7CEGR B ARE



abutment{a'batmant] n. #f &, HERE
perfume® [ 'pafjum] n. &K, Fk

wreath® [ri®] n. 73,7

tripod[ 'tripod] n. =%

aisle” [ail] n. passage (in a church) FEJ8,EiE
jackhammer[ 'dzzekiheemsa] n. (E)FHFAXE
accost[o'kost] v. iR

clutch® [kiatf] v. seize INEE

giddiness 'dzidinis] n. SEIER ;&
chant{tfant] n. BKAR

Phrases and Expressions
dog day: B E , K#XK
be paired with: Jg---FE# 4, R BB S1EH
trust-+-to: 46, ¥4
shove--into: #ER , 18 {5
catch one’s breath: hold one’s breath 5% &,
to be one’s silly self: not knowing, unawareness AS%15%
go places: (RHTEE BIKE ) I8 BLTh
hiss at: & MRS FR R
what if ; what will/would be the result if Ji—:--E4A ¥
in focus: £ SXTHERT, FE RIS
yield to sb/sth:give way to RM ,JBAR , W4

Notes
1. Yorktown Heights: ZJ 54811
2. Another memory surfaces:of the time :** in lowa city. A FiE
J7 Another memory of the time:” , 1BIE N “surfaces”,

3. fight-or-flee gunslinger crouch: B “B R B H AN IFCT
FEIREREE "



Exercises -

Reading Comprehension

A. Choose the best answer for each item.

. According to the passage, what struck the author’s chord?

A.
B.
C.
D.

The embarrassment and gratefulness.
The salvation of a dog.

The mention of a guide dog.

The shouting of the man.

. On the first night the author thought the dog was silly, but later
she changed her idea. Why?

A.
B.
C.
D.

The dog showed another part of her personality.

The dog tried to climb in bed with the author.

Two pedestrians saw the dog.

The dog pushed the author away from a coming jeep.

. Which of the following statements is not true?

A.
B.

C.
D.

The author accepted a guide dog after they first meet.

The dog was wild with excitement when first meeting with
the author.

A good guice dog should be somewhat stubborr..

There was no difficulty in the autbor and the dog going to
New York City.

. Why didn’t I yield to this earlier? Why did I take so long? What
did the author mean by asking these questions?

A. The author was very satisfied with the guide dog.

B.
C.
D.

The author wasn't satisfied witli the guide dog.
The author wanted to sail through the store.
The author found it difficult to get a guide dog.

. The person who drove the author home was
A. A taxi driver

B.
C.

One fellow who lifted the author from the wet concrete
A guide dog trainer



D. A friend of the author’s

. Translate the following sentences.

. Two pedestrians have pulled me backward off my feet. I sit on
the pavement with my strewn bundles, surrounded by bystand-
ers, realizing that I’m making strangers resposible for my surviv-
al.

Chinese Version:

. Born prematurely, I developed a condition called retinopathy of
prematurity, which made me mostly blind, able to see only shift-
ing colours and shapes.

Chinese Version:

. In a cavernous, shadowy department store I move swiftly through
abutments of stacked perfumes. We pass what must be racks of
women’s coats.

Chinese Version:

AR E A TENEER ARENEREER,
English Version;

B A BB E R,
English Version:

- 10 -



C.

Short answer questions

1. How did the author go out of the classroom when the class was
laughing?
Answer:

2. Why did the author feel embarrassed and grateful?
Answer:

I Vocabulary and Structure

A. Choose the best answer for each item.

1. The Air Force will try to the rocket that was shot off last
week.
A. cohere B. magnify C. retrieve D. reckon

2. Her story may strike a for other women in the same situ-
ation.
A. chorus B. chord C. incentive  D. disillusion

3. I decided to my plan.
A. scrap B. scrape C. commit D. cling

4. Greatly agitated, I rushed to the apartment and tried the door,

to find it locked.

A. just B. only C. hence D. thus

5. It would be to voice his true opinion.
A. impartial B. eternal  C. controversial D. suicidal

6. She gave him a smack in the face that sent him off the
pavement.
A. reeling B. falling C. hovering D. perching

7. Christie stared angrily at her boss and turned away, as though she

out of the office.
A. went B. gone C. togo D. would go

- 11 -



