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Tom Brennan was working in a Philadelphia office building when he noticed a black bag.
The bag contained a book.

This chance discovery ended a 12-day search by the Library Company of Philadelphia for
a historical treasure a 120-page diary kept 190 years ago by Deborah Logan, “a woman
who knew everybody in her day, "James Green, the librarian told the magazine American Li-
braries.

Most of the diary is a record of big events in Philadelphia. It also includes a description
of British soldiers burning Washington, D.C. in the war of 1812. She describes President
James Madison on horseback as”perfectly shaking with fear” during the troubled days. George
Washington, she writes, mistook her for the wife of a French man, and praised her excellent
English.

The adventure of the lost book began September 4 when Cory Luxmoore arrived from
England to deliver the diary of his ancestor(#H 5% )to the Library Company, which he and his
wife considered to be the best home for the diary.

Green told American Libraries he had the diary in his possession“about five minutes”
when Luxmoore took it back because he had promised to show it to one other person. On re-
turning to his hotel after showing the precious book to Green, Luxmoore was shocked to real-
ize that he had left it in the taxi.

Without any delay, Green began calling every taxi company in the city, with no luck.
“I’ ve felt sick since then,”Luxmoore told reporters.

According to Green, no one has yet leamed how the diary came to the office building.
Tom Brennan received an award (2#J3h) of $ 1,000, Philadelphia gained another treasure for
its history, and Luxmoore told reporters, “It’s wonderful news. I’m on high.”

I . This article mainly tells about the story of _

A. a lost diary B. Deborah Logan

C. Cory Luxmoore D. the Library Company
2. From the text, we learn that the diary is now owned by
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A. Tom Brennan B. an unknown person

C. a Philadelphia magazine D. the Library Company of Philadelphia
3. Philadelphia is thought to be the best home for the diary because __

A. it was written in Philadelphia

B. it tells stories about Philadelphia

C. people in the city are interested in old things

D. the British and the Americans once fought in Philadelphia
4. Which of the following shows the right order of what happened to the diary?

a. Tom Brennan found the book in an office building.

b. The book was shown to James Green.

¢. Cory Luxmoore arrived from England.

d. The book was left behind in a taxi.

A. a,b,c.d B. c,b.d,a C. a,c,d,b D. c,a,b,d
5. What did Cory Luxmoore mean when he said“1’ m on high”?

A. I'm rich. B. I'm famous. C. I'mexcited. D. I'm lucky.
CEERNT

loIATXE AR E L, i 8E SCE AT, A EE R JEAR a lost diary” . Fr LA ik
A

2. D)X R B, B B — A% “This chance discovery ended a 12-day
search by the Library Company of Philadelphia for a historical treasure.” @] 41, 5% 4= 45 /&
-F“the Library Company of Philadelphia”, FfLAi% D,

3. [BIXRE-—BMY /R, ASE = B —47i% “Most of the diary is a record of big events in
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Computer people talk a lot about the need for other people to become“computer-liter-
ate” . But not all experts( %2 )agree that this is a good idea.One pioneer, in particular, who
disagrees is David Tebbutt, the founder of Computertown UK. Although many people see this
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as a successful attempt to bring people closer to the computer, David does not see it that way .

He says that Computertown UK was formed for just the opposite reason, to bring computers to

people and make them“people-literate” .

David Tebbutt thinks Computertowns are most successful when tied to a computer club

but he insists there is an important difference between the two. The clubs are for people who

have some computer knowledge already. This frightens away non-experts, who are happier

going to Computertowns where there are computers for them to experiment on, with experts to

encourage them and answer any questions they have. They are not told what to do, they find

ou

t. The computer experts have to learn not to tell people about computers, but have to be

able to answer all questions people ask. People don’t have to learn computer terms( A i) ,

but the experts have to explain in plain language. The computers are becoming “ people-liter-

"

ate .

6

. Which of the following is David Tebbutt’ s idea on the relationship between people and

computers?

A. Computer learning should be made easier.

B. There should be more computer clubs for experts.
C. People should work harder to master computer use.

D. Computers should be made cheaper so that people can afford them.

.We can infer from the text that"computer-literate” means ___

A. being able to afford a computer
B. being able to write computer programs
C. working with the computer and finding out its value

D. understanding the computer and knowing how to use it

.The underlined word “it” in the first paragraph refers to the idea that Computertowns

A. help to set up more computer clubs
B. bring people to learn to use computers
C. bring more experts to work together

D. help to sell computers to the pubic

.David Tebbutt started Computertown UK with the purpose of .

A. making better use of computer experts
B. improving computer programs

C. increasing computer sales
D

. popularizing computers
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Want to save money when traveling by train? Here are some ways.
Day Returns
This ticket can save you up to 45% on the standard fare( % 2%) . You have to travel after
the rush hour period Mon.—Fri., but can travel at any time on Sat. or Sun.
Big City Savers
These are special low-priced tickets on certain trains. You have to book in advance—at
the latest by 16:00 the day before you travel. It’s first come, first served.
Weekend Returns
Weekend Retums are available (#5 ) for most journeys over 60 miles. Go on Fri.,
Sat. or Sun., and return the same weekend on Sat. or Sun. , and save up to 35% on the stan-
dard fare.
Monthly Returns
These are available for most journeys over 65 miles. Go any day and return within a
month. Monthly Returns save you up to 25% on the standard fare.
Family Railcard
For £ 20 this railcard allows you to take a second adult (A ) and up to 4 children for
only £3 each when you buy single or return tickets. You can travel as often as you like until
the card becomes out of date.
10. Which is the best ticket to buy if you live in London and want to go to a small town 80
miles away for four days?
A. Big City Savers B. Monthly Retums
C. Weekend Returns D. Day Returns

9
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11. A man bought himself a ticket of £ 15 and three tickets for his family with a family rail-
card. How much did he pay? .
A.£4 B.£29 C.£24 D.£15

(4 AT )

10. [B X B—EHIN . 45+ T A, Monthly Returns 27 65 % B LA |-, {Ffa] — K
AAT LA &, — > A Z NBER— K# AT LR Bl FrLLi% B.

1. [CIXERE—BITHE, MIEXE, B =KERGK L3 ITER £9,. Mk £15,
BP £24, FrLAi% C.
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Maybe ten-year-old Elizabeth put it best when she said to her father, “But, Dad, you
can’t be healthy if you’re dead.”

Dad, in a hurry to get home before dark so he could go for a run , had forgotten to wear
his safety belt—a mistake 75% of the US population make every day. The big question is
why .

There have been many myths about safety belts ever since their first appearance in cars
some forty years ago. The following are three of the most common.

Myth Number One: It’s best to be “thrown clear” of a serious accident.

Truth: Sorry, but any accident serious enough to “throw you clear "is also going to be
serious enough to give you a very bad landing. And chances are you’ll have traveled through
a windshield (£4/A3%#) or door to do it. Studies show that chances of dying after a car ac-
cident are twenty-five times greater in cases where people are “thrown clear” .

Myth Number Two: Safety belts“trap” people in cars that are burning or sinking in wa-
ter.

Truth: Sorry again, but studies show that people knocked unconscious( & 3 )due to not
wearing safety belts have a greater chance of dying in these accidents. People wearing safety
belts are usually protected to the point of having a clear head to free themselves from such
dangerous situations, not to be trapped in them.

Myth Number Three: Safety belts aren’t needed at speeds of less than 30 miles per hour
(mph) .

Truth: When two cars traveling at 30 mph hit each other, and unbelted driver would

meet the windshield with a force equal to diving headfirst into the ground from a height of 10
meters.
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12. Why did Elizabeth say to her father, “But, Dad, you can’t be healthy if you’re dead”?
A. He was driving at great speed. B. He was running across the street.
C. He didn’t have his safety belt on. D. He didn’t take his medicine on time.
13. The reason Dad was in a hurry to get home was that he
A. wasn’t feeling very well B. hated to drive in the dark
C. wanted to take some exercise D. didn’t want to be caught by the police
14. According to the text, to be“thrown clear” of a serious accident is very dangerous because
you .
A. may be knocked down by other cars
B. may get seriously hurt being thrown out of the car

C. may find it impossible to get away from the seat
D. may get caught in the car door

15. Some people prefer to drive without wearing a safety belt because they believe _
A. the belt prevents them from escaping in an accident
B. they will be unable to think clearly in an accident
C. they will be caught when help comes
D. cars catch fire easily

16. What is the advice given in the text?
A. Never drive faster than 30 miles an hour.
B. Try your best to save yourself in a car accident.
C. Never forget to wear the safety belt while driving.
D. Drive slowly while you’re not wearing a safety belt.

CERRAT

12. [CIXR—iHAM VT, M B % —h]a] Al ,Elizabeth #9508k R 245 . Frllik
G,
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When a group of children politely stop a conversation with you, saying:*“We have to go
to work now”, you’re left feeling surprised and certainly uneasy. After all, this is the 1990s
and the idea of children working is just unthinkable. That is, until you are told that they are
all pupils of stage schools, and that the” work” they go oft to is to go on the stage in a theatre.

Stage schools often act as agencies ({{HE#1#4) to supply children for stage and televi-
sion work. More worthy of the name" stage school” are those few places where children attend
full time, with a training for the theatre and a general education.

A visit to such schools will leave you in no doubt that the children enjoy themselves. Af-
ter all, what lively children wouldn’ t settle for spending only half the day doing ordinary
school work, and acting, singing or dancing their way through the other half of the day?

Then of course there are times for the children to make a name and make a little money
in some big shows. Some stage schools give their children too much professional work at such
a young age. But the law is very tight on the amount they can do. Those under 13 are limited
to 40 days in one year; thosc over 13 do 80 days.

The schools themselves admit that not all children will be successful in the protession for
which they are being trained. So what happens to those who don’ t make it? While all the
leading schools say they place great importance on children getting good study results, the
facts seem to suggest this is not always the case.

17.People would stop feeling uneasy when realizing that the children they’ re talking to

A. attend a stage school B. are going to the theatre
C. have got some work to do D. love singing and dancing
18.In the writer’s opinion, a good stage school should __
A. produce star performers
B. help pupils improve their study skills
C. train pupils in language and performing arts
D. provide a general education and stage training
19. “Professional work"as used in the text means

A. ordinary school work B. money-making performances
C. stage training at school D. acting, singing or dancing after class

20. Which of the following best describes how the writer feels about stage schools’

Jo
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A. He thinks highly of what they have to offer.

B. He favors an early start in the training of performing arts.

C. He feels uncomfortable about children putting on night shows.
D. He doubts the standard of ordinary education they have reached.

B
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New York, 10 November,5:27p. m., yesterday. Biggest power failure in the city’ s
history .

Thousands of people got stuck in lifts. Martin Saitzman spent three hours between the
2]st and 22nd floors of the Empire Stare Building. “There were twelve of us. But no one
panicked. We passed the time telling stories and playing word games. One man wanted to
smoke but we didn’t let him. Firemen finally got us out.”

“It was the best night we’ ve ever had, "said Angela Carraro, who runs an ltalian restau-
rant on 42nd Street. “We had lots of candles on tables and the waiters were carrying candles
on their trays. The place was full and all night, in fact, for after we had closed, we let the
people stay on and spend the night here.”

The zoos had their problems like everyone else. Keepers worked through the night. They
used blankets to keep flying squirrels and small monkeys warm. While zoos had problems
keeping warm, supermarkets had problems keeping cool. “All of our ice cream and frozen

B O
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foods melted. " said the manager of a store in downtown Manhattan. " They were worth
$ 50,000.7
The big electric clock in the lobby (A FT°) of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in downtown

Manbhattan started ticking (%% )again at 5:25 this moming. It was almost on time.
21. Throughout the period of darkness, Martin Saltzman and the eleven others were .

A. nervous B. excited C. calm D. frightened
22 In what way was the night of November 10 the best night for Angela Carraro”

A. She had a taste of adventure.

B. Burning candles brightened the place.

C. Business was better than usual.

D. Many people stayed the night in her restaurant.
23. How long did the power failure last?

A. Nearly 12 hours. B. More than 12 hours.
C. Nearly 24 hours. D. More than 24 hours.
LB AT

21 . [CIX R EAM 19 8, MU 38 2 BEAY 4] 7 “But no one panicked.” nf M1, %5 % ik C
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The easy way out isn’ t always easiest. I learned that lesson when I decided to treat
Doug, my husband of one month, to a special meal. I glanced through my cookbook and
chose a menu which included homemade bread. Knowing the bread would take time , I start-
ed on it as soon as Doug left for work. As I was not experienced in cooking, I thought if a
dozen was good, two dozen would be better, so I doubled everything . As Doug loved or-
anges, I also opened a can of orange and poured it all into the bowl. Soon there was a sticky
dough ( i#i [4] ) covered with ugly yellowish marks. Realizing T had been defeated, I put the
dough into the rubbish bin outside so T wouldn’t have to face Doug laughing at my work. I
went on preparing the rest of the meal, and, when Doug got home, we sat down to Comish

chicken with rice. He tried to enjoy the meal but seemed disturbed. Twice he ot up and went

5T EASE




outside, saying he thought he heard a noise. The third time he left, I went to the window to
see what he was doing. Looking out, I saw Doug standing about three feet from the rubbish
bin. holding the lid up with a stick and looking into the container. When I came out of the
house, he dropped the stick and explained that there was something alive in our rubbish bin.
Picking up the stick again, he held the lid up enough for me to see. [ felt cold. But I stepped
closer and looked harder. Without doubt it was my work. The hot sun had caused the dough
to double in size and the fermenting yeast( % £} ) made the surface shake and sigh as though it
were breathing. It looked like some unknown being from outer space. I could see why Doug
was so shaken. I had to admit what the “living thing” was and why it was there. I don’t know
who was more embarrassed ( fif fifi. )by the whole thing—Doug or me.
24 . The writer's purpose in writing this story is

A. 1o tell an interesting experience

B. to show the easiest way out of a difficuity

C. to describe the trouble facing a newly married woman

D. to explain the difficulty of learning to cook from books
25.Why did the woman’s attempt at making the bread tum out to be unsuccessful?

A. The canned orange had gone bad.

B. She didn’t use the right kind of flour.

C. The cookbook was hard to understand.

D. She did not follow the directions closely .
26. Why did the woman put the dough into the rubbish bin?

A. She didn’t see the use of keeping it.

B. She meant to joke with her husband.

C. She didn’ t want her husband to see it.

D. She hoped it would soon dry in the sun.
27 . What made the dough in the bin look frightening?

A, The rising and falling movement. B. The strange-looking marks.

C. Its shape. D. lIts size.
28 . When Doug went out the third time, the woman looked out of the window because she

was .

A. surprised at his being interested in the bin

B. afraid that he would discover her secret

C. unhappy that he didn’t enjoy the meal

D. curious to know what disturbed him



