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PREFACE

Catherine Tseng, or to use her native name 'Teminawi',
of the Seedin Atayal who make their home in the beauntiful
mountain areas of Taiwan around Ful:, was tuspired to recover,
transcribe and thus preserve the largely oral traditions of her

people,

She has already prepared for publication three separate

vwolumes, including this present:

Volume One; A Study of Seediq Atayal's Foods and their

Steories,

Volume Two: A Study of Atayal Weaving Life,

Volume Three: A Study of Seedig's House Constructien.

This noble enterprise may eventually require further
efforts from Teminawi, or from others, but the studies now
betng published already represent very extensive research on the

basics of "food, clathing and shelter".

In the process, the author makes many wide excursions

inte the technigques of house construction, the intricacies of
spinning and weaving, into agriculture, forestry, botany

and the culinary arts.

Using her own multilingual ability, Teminawi has also
provided parallel translations in Chinese and exhawstive
glossaries in English on all of these topics, As the designated
proof-reader of these glossaries I have read the manuscripts
carefully and presumed to suggest the oc¢easional variation in

gpelling or the usage of rertain verbs.



That scarely makes me gualified to contribute this
brief preface but is has given me an opportunity to preview
the texts in their entirety. Even the humble perspective of
the proof-reader gives me confidence that experts in anthro-
pology and lexicography will appreciate the authentic scholarship

of her work,

- Dr. T. A. White

date: 1%97, August 5.
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NOTES ON THE TRANSCRIPTION OF THE ZEEDI]D LANGUACE

Tn the transcription used for this wolume, 211 syiwols are
pronounced according to their value in IPA transcription
{capitals excluded), with the following cxceptions:

a¢) the grapheme “c¢" represcnts the dental affricate /ts/.

) the graphoeme "¥" represents ihe semivowel fil.

c} the compound grapheme "ng" represents the velar nasal
fof-

d) All stops are unaspirated exoept in word-final prosition.

Stress 15 on the penultimate sylleble.

o

f) Pre-stress vowels are always neutralized, and are Lhus
not graphically represented, with onc exception: ii the
pre-stress vowel is separated from the stressed vowel by a
glottal stop. both vowels are written te mark the presence
of the glottal staop.

eX. "seadiq” = fsco'édig)



The phonetic value of pre-stress vowels ic fully predict-
able:

1) If separated from the stressed vowel by an fhf or
a glottal stop, the vowel copies the value of the stiressecd

vowel .

ex. "muudus”. "meepah”
"bhege™ - fbohige/. "mhido” - fmahidof

i1} I separated from the stressed vowel by any

other consonant, it haz the value juf.
ex, "pnsltudan” - /pansulutGodan/

1f compound graphemes occur in pre-stress position, they
are differentiated from consecutive phonemes by the latter
being scparated by an apostrophe:

Cngeyt = /CpCv/, "en'gev” = /CagCv/

ey, "dngeyun" - {duqéyunf
"dn'gese” - fdun-gése/
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