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Chapter One

Effective Sentence Structures

CEHRAAHRZO

(1)Subordinate Sentence Structures (A JB € F L))

A subordinate sentence structure consists of a main
clause,and one,or two,or even more subordinate elements (JA
B When it is expressed in a main clause,an important
idea can be made more impressive and more emphatic. The less
important ideas can be pﬁhﬁ‘gﬁ%ﬂgﬁate p}jrg@’—vvsk)r.clauses.
Tips(387) :

1. Subordinate (48 -+ ¥E 2y B\ /& /77 Dless important ideas to
the main idea by phases,such as

present participle phrases (BfESEEE),

past participle phrases (Gt X4 1REIE),

adjective phrases (FEAIFEIE),

noun phrases - (Z#RIYEEIE),

infinitive phraes (GhHEAEREE),

or prepositional phrases (J]A & 1E).

e.g.

a)The car was moving so fast that it ran into another car,
resulting in a collision.m .

b)Influencd by a famous psychologist she chooses to major
in psychology.




c)Shrewd and energetic,he is well-known in this district.
d) Mr. Jones, a lecturer at Warwick University, will visit
our university next month.
e)In order to climb the ladder of science,you have to climb
over the first step before you can get to the second.
f)Because of its small size,it might escape people’s atten-
tion. '
2. Subordinate less important ideas to the main idea by
clauses,such as
adverbial clauses CIRiE M A]),
e}ttribute clauses GE & \AD ,
appositive clauses ([@ & M\ 4]),
or noun clauses (&7 A A]).
e. g.
a) Although Jean takes six courses in the air university(H
FL A %) ,she still works full time at the bank.
b)When I was twenty-one years old,1 heard a wise man
say“Don't give your heart away. ”
¢) Yesterday, there was an accident in which five people
died.
"d)In fact,most literature is so complex in meaning that it
could cause whole essays and books of explanation.
e)He is devoted to his friends,swhich has won him a good
reputation.
£)The fact that he will be elected is certain.

g)That he will be elected is certain.
2




h) Women are beginning to realize what is the importance
of this movement.

3. Subordinate less important ideas to the main idea by
parentheses (3fi A& ) ,or dashes (BI85 ) ,e. g.

Most of the papers are special-interst papers

papers
Jfor black readers;trade and educational papers; and foreign-
language editions.
Examples:

Read the following passage carefully. Notice how the writ-
er alternately (32 & #) uses subordinate and other structures

for various purposes.
Dr. Martin Luther King

He was born in Atlanta,Georgia,on January 15,1929. He
was black. He lived only thirty-nine years, but he became
world-famous in that short time. He grew up in thé south-
erneast part of the United States. He studied at -Morehouse
College where he met many outstanding men whose ideas he
found important and exciting. There he read the writings of
Thoreau, which gave him many ideas about freedom.

After he graduated from Morehouse ; (he went on to study
at the University of Pennsy?}ania, Harvard University, and
Boston University. ) At Boston University, he met his wife,
Coretta. In 1954 ,after he got his Ph. D. degree, (he became the
minister of a small church in the South. There he became the
leader of the black people,)who were poor and without power.

' 3
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He gave speeches and led marches. For these ideas and actions
he went to jail for a short time.

Many years later,in Washington, D. C. , he spocke to a
crowd of 150,000 people,and told them“I have a dream.”

That speech is still famous. In 1964 he won the Nobel
Peace Prize. His work was not finished when ke died on April
4,1968.

Comment :

This brief introduction of Martin Luther King is written
with simple words and sentences,but the ideas are clearly and
logically arranged. The main events in this famous man’s life
are told in main clauses,or short sentences as shown in brack-
ets (3§ 5 ) ; wherease further information about these main
experiences are added by subordinate structures as shown in
the izalics.

Exercises;

1. Make one sentence following each example given,and
be sure to include a cornma G&%5 )after the subordinate clause.

a)If it were up to me,I would not be there. - be.

¥ 7 _,j,&m y o gl Tain clause I powel WAW‘/\ N

b)Although she is my wife ,she does not cook my meals.

Although g, fews ﬁn‘(lf Mnain clause . Aw é‘ wl. W

¢c)While tacting the stew ,my father burned his tongue.

While (doing) ymain clause
d) The truth is that he never invits me to dance.

The truth is that -

; Pul .
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e)No matter how hard he tried ,the teacher was not satis-
fied.

No matter how ,main lcause

2. Rewrite the groups. of sentences. Pay attention to em-
phasize the main idea and at the same thim,relate the separate
sentences to one another:

Example : He made his first trip to Italy in 1769. He was

thirteen years old. His father went with him.
Revised :

In 1769, when he was thirteen years old, he
made his first trip to Italy,accompanied by his
father.

a)She was waiting for the bus. She saw a purse on the
sidewalk. It was a puple purse.

b) “Anglosaxon Street”is one of E. Birney's best-known
poems. It has been reprinted in many anthologies (3£8).

c)He got the garden planted. It cost him a lot of money for
fertilizers ,a new tool and flower seeds.

d)He pawned (£ 29D his watch. He needed money for gro-
ceries at the end of the month. He was unemployed.

3. Corréct the faulty subordination in the sentences be-
low.

a)lt was a day that everything went wrong.

b)That he could raise his grade by studying harder had
never occurred to him.

c)Whether or not we should reviee our foreign policy was
’ 5




the principal topic of discussion.

d) Usually the winner is the person has the most en-
durance.

) The reason he lost the election was because he lacked
organized support.

4. Choose an idea in each sentence to subordinate in the
way mentioned in the bracket.

a)The company manager sent a letter. In it he expressed
his apoiogy for the delayed delivery of my goods. (relative
clause)

b)The river was slowly rising. It began to overflow its
banks. (present participe phrase)

¢)There is a large stadium: It is in the south of the city.
(prep. phrase)

d)He packed his luggage as quickly as he could. But the
train was away when he reached the station. (adv. clause)

5. Write a short paragraph on “Soccer” according to the
following information by combining the sentences,using rela-
tive clauses,barentheses and dashes.

Soccer is an outdoor goal game.

Soccer is also called association football,or simply foot-
ball.

The game is played on a grassy fieild.

The field usually measures 110 meters by 70 meters.

On each end line there is a goal.

The goal is 7.3 meters wide and 2. 4 meters high.

6 x5
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The goal is backed with a net.

A soccer team has eleven members.

The members include a goalkeeper, two fullbacks, three
halfbacks, and five forwards. (—A<FI TR . HW 4G L, =10
T HEAHE

There are two continuous playing periods.

Each period consists of forty-five minutes,

The object of the game is to advance the ball to the oppo-
nent’s goal.

The ball is about 71 centimeters in circumference. ([&] &
K>

The ball is kicked or advanced by other parts of the body.

Only the doorkeeper may use his or her hands.

FEach goal counts one point.

6. Write a brief introduction of yourself. Try to use two or
three subordinate structures in your introduction,wor& limit ¢
100 words.

Sample reference GE#| &%) .

Sample 1.

[ am currently working at the Center for Applied Lan-
guage Studies (CALS) at the University of Reading (Reading
K%M EE %% 0),England. I have worked as a teacher
trainer in Africa,the Far East,and the Middle East. In Thai-
- land, Y was Director of Studies for the British Council’ s(ZE[E ¢
1£.% 5} £ ) Direct Teaching Operation,and I have recently re-
turned from Jordan where 1 was teaching on a postgraduate

7



teaching English as a foreign language Diploma (3L %£) Pro-
gramme,
——by Margaret Mattews
Vocabulary Exercises

1. Words related to occupatioms. These words may come to
your help when you are writing a self-introduction.

doctor ,engineer , manual laborer (F TV % 1% ) ,profes-
sional (Ml A ) ,bus driver,railroad worker,supervisor (% [g]
13 A ) ,administrator FTH'E i) ,foreman ,cook ,chef (B i),
kindergarten teacher, editor, surgeon, physician ([§ # & 4 ),
practitioner, bus conductor,office worker, postman, milkman,
hospital nurse, policeman, shop assistant, manager, director ,
principal ,
2. Words related to people:

a)He is a very _ person—— always smiling and in a
good mood.

cheerful , delighted, gay, glad

b)They are very good friends and they _ well togeth-
er.

get down, get off, get on, get up

¢)Heis a very __ person;I wish he would try to be a bit
mote easy-going.

bad-tempered, furious, mad, wild

d)It is best not to tell her off (f# I8 ) because she is very
____and she may start to cry.

sensible , sensitive, sympathetic, understanding

8



e)Everyone agrees that he is a very __ man.

beautiful, gorgeous, handsome,pretty

f)She invited all her ___ to her wedding.

compatriots, parents, relations, companions

g)People enjoy his company because he is very ____ .
adorable, likeable, loveable, sympathetic

h)She has excellent tasts in clothes and always dresses
sloppily, smartly, tidily, fashionably

i) She has excellent tasts in clothes and always dresses

sloppily, smartly, tidily, fashionably

i) Although wearing clothing and staying at home
used to be the rule,today many women are going into profes-
sions ,such as medicine,law and engineering.

traditional,tidy,national ,counrty

k)They fell in love at first ____ .

glimpse, look, sight, viewing

D Their marriage has ____ and they are no longer togeth-
er.

broken down, broken in,

beoken out, broken through

m)They aren’t divorced yet but they're living - .

apart, aside, separately, singly

n) Jim knelt down and_ made an old-fashioned romantic

9




application, o.ffer, proposal , proposition
3. Word forins:Choése the correct word form to fit into each
sentence. Make changes in verb tenses,singular or plural forms
for nouns ,and passive voice if necessary.

1)maturity,to mature ,mature

a. She is only eight,but she is very

b. This little girl early.
c. - is.an important quality for. anyone in that po-
sition. 7 A

2)wisdom , wise , wisely

a. He listened to both sides before he made his
decision.
b.He is a man.’

c. People admire true

3)intelligence ,intelligent ,intelligently.
a. She couldn’t deny his

b. It was an decision.

c. He handled the matter

4)creator ,creative ,create ,creativity

a. Though he is definitely intelligent ,he is not

b. Who was the of that wonderful machine?

c. It is important to an active atmosphere in the
classroom.

d. The of human beings is surprising.

5)achievement, achieve,achievable

a.Is your goal " in one week?
|10




