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English songs give a snapshot view into western culture. In many instances songs have in-
fluenced or even have changed the ideas and morals of western society. The West has many art
forms, however, songs and music are the art forms that best mirror life. In the West music
has chailenged people to rethink their views and their values. It has also brought about many
social changes.

Music underwent a fundamental change in the early 1920%. When radio took it from the
parlour room to the living room, the majority of the population now had access to popular mu-
sic of the day. At this time song writers realized the importance music could have on a society.
This era was prosperous and was reflected in its music.

Songs took on a social reverence when time’s turned bad. Fock singers emerged during
this time with earthy music. These songs inspired people to change their social plight. To-
wards the late 1930’ and early 1940’ and early 1950’ it underwent another change. It swung
towards big Band Orchestrated Instrumental music. People were move interested in how it
sounded and felt rather than what it said.

The music of the west greatest change came when rock’n’ roll shook society to its roots. It
challenged morals, views and values of a conservative society to such an extent, that some peo-
ple were afraid and believed it was evil. They thought it would break down their society. This
era in music liberated song writers to unrestricted self-expression.

Learning the lyrics of English songs is important and necessary to better understand the
English language. The words of the songs are rich and the usage is very particular. The lyrics
reflect how people express themselves and how they viewed their existence.

This collection will cover a broad range of music which basically reflects the history of
“modern” western culture. Each English speaking country has its own musical style that re-
flects its own cultural identity. This style can also influence another country’s culture.

The expression of this book is brief and to the point. It will take glimpses of western cul-
ture at certain points in time and this makes it possible for people especially high school and uni-
versity students to learn about the lives of everyday western people. The lyrics of music give a

picture of all facets of society.

[Canada]Grant T yreman
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