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Definitions

1

Match up the definitions on the left (1-16) with the correct idiom on

the right (a-p).

clever, intelligent
inquisitive, curious

rich, wealthy

cruel

stupid, unintelligent
young, inexperienced
old (of a person)

very clumsy, awkward
impudent

stubborn

too weak to leave one’s bed
terrifying

conceited, vain, boastful
tense, excited

ill, not well

covered with bruises
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all thumbs
bedridden
bigheaded

black and blue all over
brainy

cheeky
hair-raising
heartless

keyed up

long in the tooth
nosy

off colour
pigheaded

thick

well off

wet behind the ears




Choose the idiom 1

Choose the word or phrase which best completes each sentence.

I really must go and lie down for a while; I've got a ................ headache.
a cutting b splitting ¢ ringing d cracking

SOp eeereieee about the bush, James! Just tell me exactly what the
problem is,

a rushing b hiding ¢ beating d moving
Tusually buy my clothes ................ . It’s cheaper than going to a dress-
maker.

a off thepeg b onthe house ¢ inpublic d on the shelf

David’s leaving on Friday. I suggest weall ............... and get him a
going-away present. £1 each should do.

a dish out b chip in ¢ pass the buck d pay on the nail
The sky got very dark and soon it began to ................ down.

a roar b bath ¢ bucket d pouring

My father ................ when he found out that I"d damaged the car.

a hittheroof b saw pink elephants ¢ made my blood boil
d brought the house down

[f you want a flat in the centre of the city you have to pay through the

a teeth b back of your head ¢ nose d arm

[ caught the Jast bus by the skin of my ................ .
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a mouth b leg ¢ neck d teeth

Because the owner wanted a quick sale, the house went for ............... —
only £30,000.
a loose change b asong ¢ aloaf of bread d asmile

You didn’t think 1 was being serious, did you, Brian! It was a joke! I was

pulling your ............... , that’s all!

a thumb b hair c toe d leg

The accident was caused by a taxi driver ................ the traffic lights.

a rushing b missing c jumping d beating

Lend me £20, please, John. I'm ............ at the moment.

a broke b down the drain ¢ stuck up d abit thick
She would do anything for her youngest son. He was the ................ of
her eye.

a plum b centre c star d apple
Lalways get ...ooeeenne. in my stomach before visiting the dentist.

a worms b butterflies ¢ crabs d hedgehogs
Those second-hand Walkmans are selling like ................ . If you want

one, you’d better buy one now before they’re all gone.

a shooting stars b fresh bread ¢ hot cakes d wild oats



3 Idioms with “at”

Fill in the missing words in the sentences below. Choose from the

following:
at a loose end at death’s door at one’s wits’ end*
at a loss at fault at random
at a pinch at first sight at short notice
at a standstill at least at sixes and sevens
at all costs at loggerheads at the crack of dawn
at all hours at most atwill
at best at once

(* change as appropriate)

1

We must ................ catch the 7.30 train. Otherwise we won’t get to the
meeting in time.

It is difficult to know who’s ................ in the matter. Perhaps we’re all to
blame.

It’s late. I think you’d better go to bed now, darling. Remember, you’ve
gotto getup ..., tomorrow.

Since it’s his first offence he’ll probably get off with a warning —
................ asmali fine.

Ifyou're ... this weekend, Joan, why not come over for a meal?
It’11 give us a chance to catch up on some gossip.

I may be getting on a bit, but I’'m certainly not ................ yet! T hope to
live for at least another ten to fifteen years!

When her daughter didn’t come home on the last bus with the other

girls, Mrs Jenkins was .............. — she was terrified that something
dreadful had happened to her.
Like you, I'm ................ to explain the sudden fall in share prices. I've

4



10
11

12

13
14

15

16

17

18

19

absolutely no idea what can have caused it.

When Richard Burton saw Elizabeth Taylor it was a classic case of love
Traffic was ................ this morning because of an accident on the A21.
I’'m afraid everything’s ................ this week. Both the secretaries are ill
and no one knows where anything is.

The hotel wasn’t that modern, but ................ it was cheap and reason-
ably clean.

I’ve got room in the car for three—four ................ .

Mrs Smith’s daughter is terrible, isn’t she? Out ................ and never a
kind word to anyone.

You should be able to sell your stereo equipment for £200—...............
£250.

If you don’t get out ................ then I shall have you thrown out,
Pamela and David are always ................ Jreally can’t imagine why they
got married in the first place. They’ve got absolutely nothing in com-
mon.

A chameleon is a remarkable creature—it is able to change the colour
of itsskin ................ .

You can’texpect me to work overtime ................ such ..o ! I need
to be told at least two days in advance.

I was in a hurry for my train, so I chose a book .............. .




4 Whatare they saying? 1

Look at the drawings below and try to work out what the people are
saying. Mark the appropriate letter(a—) in each of the speech bubbles.
Choose from the following:

a “I’ve got a splitting headache again, Arthur.”

b “Well, it looks as though the rain has set in for the night.”

¢ “Isn’t there any other way for you to make a living?”

d “I must have caught a cold on the way.”

e “He’s a bit absent-minded sometimes.”

f “Nottoo loud! She’s all ears, you know.”

g “Jack’s always had green fingers.”

h “Everyone has an off-day now and then!”

1 “Give me a hand, would you?”

J “You’re down in the dumps again, aren’t you, Albert? I can tell, you
know.”

k “He’s full of beans, isn’t he?”

I “You lost your tongue or something? For the last time— where to?”










