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College Classes Now on Net
A S

It is the weekend, time for Fu Yan to go to class. But
instead of taking the bus to Tsinghua University where she is
working towards a master’s degree, the 25-year-old computer
programmer switches on her PC and logs onto the Internet
from home. She enters her student number and password. Fu
Yan attends her classes without stepping foot onto the brick
and concrete campus " in Beijing. She is participating in a post-
graduate pilot program offered by Tsinghua’s School of Con-
tinning Education that primarily takes advantage of the Internet
to deliver lectures.

Once only a theory, attending school electronically is
coming true with the booming of Internet usage in China.

“ You have all the comforts of home while attending
class, " Fu said.

Like her, most students attending online courses are



white-collar workers too busy to make daily trips to the cam-
pus They have neither time nor energy to attend on-campus
classes after a busy day at work

Another attraction 1s the exemption from the university
entrance exammation However, passing the courses require
meeting the same standards that on-campus students must
meet Fu said that she just had no time to prepare for the in-
creasingly 1ntensified entrance examination for postgraduates.

Many universities are offering online courses, although
only five of them have been approved by the Minustry of Edu-
caton * to offer courses leading to degrees

These are Tsinghua Umiversity, Beymng Umversity,
Zhongshan Umversity, Hunan University and Beyjing Umiversi-
ty of Posts and Telecommunications (BUPT)

Tsinghua 1s the only one that uses the Internet as its main
venue to deliver lectures. The other schools provide courses
through video conferences or on TV. BUPT will offer online
courses for bachelor’s degrees in computer science beginning
in September —combining the advantages of the Internet and
video conferencing

Tsinghua also will offer online bachelor’s degree courses
1n September

The munstry expects to grant approval to more umversi-
ties to conduct online degree courses, which ministry officials
say 15 a good way to spread quality education across China
Tsinghua received about 500 apphcations for the 160

places open when 1t introduced 1ts onhine postgraduate degree



program 1 March
“T am getting the same fine education at home as do

those physically attending Tsinghua, ” Fu said Her bachelor’s
degree 15 from the Luoyang Engineering Institute m Henan
Province, from which she graduated two years ago

The Tsinghua lectures are available on the website
www webc com cn, as are the notes highhghting important
pomts that the 1nstructors add The price for each credit 15 240
yuan Thirty-six credits are required to complete the course

While schools developing online curricula hope to make a
profit, they also must take care to maintamn their quality and
reputation  For each course, four face-to-face meetings at Ts-
inghua between each online student and the teacher are sched-
uled During the sessions, students can clanify pomts raised by
online lectures

They were also serious 1n selecting the students. In order
to allow n-person counseling only students in Being are en-
rolled 1n the prlot program, to some extent limiting the advan-
tages of online education

Because only one major 15 otfered—Computer Technology
and Application—applicants have to be computer-science ma-
Jors with a minimum of three years’ work experience The ex-
amination for each course is given at Tsinghua. “They come
to Tunghua and take the same examination at the same time as
the on-campus students, * said Sun Xuewe1, vice-dean of Ts-
mghua’s School of Continuing Education.  “We will not low-

¢ the educational standard simply because 1t 1s online "



Those who pass the 14 courses 1n four years can apply for
thetr master ' s degrees to the Ministry of Education
Words: _ 614
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Notes
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Exercises

I TrueorFalse Decidewhetherthefollowingstatementsaretrue (T) or
false (F) according to the text

( )1 Those who have college classes on net are required

to be less than 25 years old.

( )2. They choose online classes only because they have no
time.
( )3. More umversities are expected to dehver online de-

gree lectures to spread the quality education.

( )4. Each online student 1s required to get 36 credits for
240 yuan.
( )5. Online students have no chance of seeing their teach-

ers face to face, but through computers.

1. Vocabulary:
Section A: Fill 1 the blanks with the proper forms of the given
words
1 TItis of wide (apply)



c

2 He passed the examination for the college

(enter)
3 He gave his to the plan ( approve)
I the volume of the radio so that my mother

could hear me. (low)

5 The number of cars . (increase)

Section B: Choose the words or expressions that best fit the

meaning of the following underlined parts.

( )1 The people in China are the master of the country
A Dboss B owner
C cnitic D head

( )2 He has a good reputation as a movie star.
A request B. fame
C. republic D repetition

( )3 They re trying to improve the standard ot living.
A level B condition
C situation D. 1tem

( )4 “Are they white-collar workers?”

“No, they aren’t They are blue-collar workers. ”

A clerks B workers
C farmers D cleaners
( )5 He attended the international conference.
A confidence B. congress
C meeting D report



Why Is the Native

Language Learnt So Well
KF LRI FIRR 2 41

How does 1t happen that chiddren learn therr mother
tongue so well? Let us compare them with adults learning a
foreign language, tor the comparison 1s both miteresting and
instructive  Here we have a hittle child, without knowledge or
experience; there a grown-up person with fully developed
mental powers. Here a method of teaching without planning;
there the whole task laid out n a system. Here no professional
teachers, but parents, brothers and sisters, playmates ;
there teachers specially tramned to teach languages. Here only
oral instruction; there not only that, but textbooks, dictio-
nartes and wisual aids ' . And yet this 1s the result: here a
complete mastery of the language, however stupid the chil-
dren: there, in most cases, even with people otherwise hgh-
ly gifted, a faulty and inexact command Why 1s there such a

difference?



