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PREFACE

In 1988, the Institute c¢f Chinese Studies of The Chinese University of
Hong Kong put forward a proposal for the establishment of a computerized
database of the entire body of extant Han and pre-Han traditional Chinese
texts. This project received a grant from the UPGC and was given technical
support by the Computer Services Centre of The Chinese University of Hong
Kong. The project was to be completed in three years.

From such & database, a series of concordances to individual ancient
Chinese texts will be compiled and published in printed form. Scholars
whether they are interested in Chinese literature, history. philosophy.
linguistics, or Tlexicography, will find in this series of concordances a
valuable tool for their research.

The ICS Ancient Chinese Texts Concordance Series is planned in two
stages. In the first stage. texts without existing concordances will be
dealt with. In the second stage, texts with existing concordances will be
redane with a view to greater accuracy and more adequate textual notes.

In the Western tradition, the concordance was looked upon as one of the
most useful tools for research. As early as c¢. 1230, appeared the
concordance to the Vulgate, compiled by Hugh of St. Cher.

In China, the first concordance to appear was Laozi Laojielao in the
early nineteen twenties. Cai Yaotang who produced it was in all probability
unaware of the Western tradition of concordances.

As the laojielao was not for sale, it had probably a very limited
circulation. However, Cai VYaotang's contribution to the compilation of
concordances to Chinese texts should not go unmentioned.

The Harvard-Yenching Sinological Concordance Series was begun in the
1930s under the direction of Dr. William Hung. Unfortunately., work on this
series was cut short by the Second World War. Although some sixty
concordances were published, a far greater number of texts remains to be
done. However, with the advent of the computer the establishment of a
database of all extant ancient works become a distinct possibility. Once
such a database is established, a series of concordances can be compiled to




cover the entire field of ancient Chinese studies.

Back in 1932, William Hung in his "What is Index ?" used the term 5|{&
for "Index" in preference to the Japanese #5l. and the term #3EME for
concordance. However, when he came to compile the Harvard Yernching
Sinological Concordance Series, he abandoned the term H M and used the
term 2148 for both index and concordance. This was unfortunate as this blurs
the difference between a concordance and an index. The former, because of
its exhaustive listing of the occurrence of every word, is & far more
powerful tool for research than the latter. To underline this difference we
decided to use FFFsl for concordance.

The ICS Ancient Chinese Texts Concordance Series 1s compiled from the
computerized database. As we intend to extend our work to cover subsequent
ages, any ideas and suggestions which may be of help to us in our future
work are welcome.
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