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'99International Horticultural Exposition Kunming, China is the first
time for the Chinese Government to host a top-grade world exposi-
tion of the kind and the only international horticultural exposition to
be held therein. This Book is a collection of the 40 Chinese gardens
devoted to the Exposition, of which 34 are gardens from the prov-
inces, autonomous regions, and municipalities including Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Macao. In addition, there are also 6 gardens de-
signed by domestic enterprises for the Area of the Outdoor Exhibi-
tion. The Book consists of brief explanations of the creative concep-
tion and design methodology employed in the schemes of all these
gardens, as well as the pictures and the lay-out of the key scenery
spots of the gardens rich in literary presentation, pictures and draw-
ings, the book is so comprehensive in contents that it serves as a
good reference for the broad mass of garden and horticultural work-
ers, architects, garden designers and students and faculties of all
colleges and departments devoted to the science of architecture.
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PREFACE

'99 International Horticultural Exposition Kunming, China is the first large scale professional exposition rated Al spon-

sored by the Chinese Government. According to the master plan of the Expo Site, 34 Chinese gardens have been designed and
built to compose the Chinese outdoor exhibition area, including those designed by Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.
Macao and non-governmental organization from Taiwan. Participants of the Exposition have contributed their utmost energy
into the construction of their gardens. In spite of the limited area, the elaborate designs combining with different cultures make
the Chinese gardens the most attractive ones. Representing grand historic achievements in the field of Chinese horticulture and
gardening arts, they will definitely have a significant effect on Chinese garden design and construction in the future.

The design schemes of the Chinese gardens are the proud creation of the best garden professionals from the various
Provinces, regions and municipalities. To secure the best designs, some municipalities have even gone so far as to collect
design plans from the public of their locality and make comparisons and selections thereamong. All the designs accepted by the
Exposition have been carefully examined and fully approved by the governments of all these provinces, regions and munici-
palities.

At the request of the Organizing Committee of the '99 International Horticultural Exposition Kunming, China and spon-
sored by Yunnan Horticultural Exposition Bureau, a coordination meeting on the design schemes was convened in Kunming in
October 1997 Present at the meeting were among others, experts from the Ministries of Construction and Agriculture, National
Forestry Bureau and Yunnan Province. They, speaking quite highly of the schemes, were all for the opinion that the design
schemes of Chinese gardens were designs of such brilliance and of such an unprecedented level that they are all deserving
examples representing the wonders of the Chinese horticulture and gardening.

Reviewing the 34 Chinese gardens, five categories can be classified as follows.

1.Typical Traditional Chinese Gardens

Provinces and municipalities with rich tradition of the Chinese gardening, like Jiangsu Province representing the southern
private gardens, Beijing Municipality and Hebei Province representing the northern imperial gardens, as well as Guangdong
and Fujian Provinces with their gardens in the style typical of the south of the Five Ridges and Sichuann Province with gardens
in its special local style, all have designed their gardens embodying their respective traditional techniques with novel concep-
tion, but without exactly copying or imitating the classical models. Novel and creative in contents, the gardens have demon-
strated an innovation based on tradition and served as the outstanding examples of the exploration and experimentation in their
garden design and construction.

2.Gardens Displaying History and Culture

There are designs featuring the long history and distinctive culture of some provinces and regions. Take for example, the
garden of Shanxi Province depicts the culture in the Tang Dynasty with the Wild Goose Pagoda and the Scenery of the Qujiang
River; that of Shandong Province presents the charm of its culture embodied in Mount Tai and Confucia's Mansion; the garden
of Zhejiang Province manifests the ancient Hemudu culture; the garden of Henan province exemplifies the long history of the
Shang- Dynasty; Helongjinag Province has designed its garden in the colourful culture of the North China; Shanxi in its
distinctive local culture; Hubei Province in the culture of the region north of the Tongting Lake and Gansu Province in the
culture of the famous Dunhuang Grottoes. The garden of Macao represents a nice integration of the Chinese and Western
cultures with miniatures of its city council, the Dasanba memorial archway, the beacon and gateway of Mazu Pavilion.

3.Gardens Displaying Ethnic and Regional Beauty

Gardens designed in this manner are the richest in contents. These designs draw heavily on the diversified local life and are
creatively realized in a distinctive, novel and plain style, with full sentimental contents, and strong ethnic and regional charm.
For example, the garden of Jiangxi Province, built with painted walls and gray tiles, is exquisitely simple and elegant; the
garden of Anhui Province, incorporating the architectural style of the local civil residences of Huizhou and gardens of Shuikou.
is a superb composition; the garden of Tibet is built in the style of the Tibetan religion; the garden of Liaoning is heavily loaded




with the Manchu sentiments; the garden of Xinjiang, depicting the theme of the Journey to the West, is as purely fresh and
colourfully beautiful as the Uygur ethnic dance; the garden of the Inner Mongolia, comprising Mongolian yurts, grassland.
windmills, flags and lamps, is a true home on the prairie; the garden of Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, using white and
green as the base colour, is really a Islamic garden in the spring; the garden of Guizhou province, depicting the life of the Dong
and Miao ethic communities and duplicating its karst topography, is a garden of the hills and rivers of the region; the garden of
Guangxi is an attractive song in praise of the local picturesque landscape; and the Colourful cloud Garden of Yunnan a closely-
knit embroidery of the cultures of the indigenous 26 ethnic nationalities.

4.Gardens Displaying Local Geographical and Natural Features

This category of designs is a salient indication of pursuit for the characteristics residing in the various regions as exempli-
fied by the Guangxi garden depicting the world-famous charming hills and rivers in Guilin and the Hunan garden displaying
the gorgeous natural attraction of the tourist spot of Zhangjiaje. Additionally, creative efforts to show the local geographic and
natural beauty can also be found in the garden of Chongqing ,with the Giant-foot Sculpture and the Three-gorge scenery
imitated therein; the garden of Sichuang, with Gaihua Spring symbolizing its spot of natural scenery of Jiuzhaigou; the garden
of Shandong showing its famous Mount Tai; the garden of Jilin, presenting the renowned Changbai Mountains; the garden of
Qinghai, depicting the mountain scenery as a source on the largest rivers in China; and the garden of Hainan, marking the
remotest corner of the earth.

5.Typical Modern Chinese Gardens

Gardens of Hong Kong SAR, Shanghai and Tianjin are representatives of this category of garden designs, which are
simplest in conception, spacious in space and lively in hues of colour. For example, the Windows on China, a garden con-
structed by Hong Kong SAR with spiral metal curtains and a over-flying path, is a precise and significant expression of the
romantic and lucid beauty of the contemporary gardens.

There in all these gardens, the scenery carved with bright clouds exceeds the miraculous making of the nature and the
luxuriant trees, flowers and grass flourish by the wonderful skill of genius gardeners. Extensively drawing on the rich classic
Chinese style and closely integrated with the nature, all the 34 Chinese gardens devoted to the '99 International Horticultural
Exposition in Kunming, China are remarkable accomplishments realized by skillful borrowing from the tradition, brave inno-
vation and diligent search for perfection. All in all, these 34 gardens are the truthful expression of our respect for the nature and
aspiration for the future, demonstrating the harmony developed between the humanity and nature, the ideal of and pursuit for
their shared existence and glory. Without exception, these gardens will be forever remembered, along with the International
Horticultural Exposition, in the annals of history.

Guo Fangming
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