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I have observed that he was a simple good-natured man; he
was, moreover, a kind neighbor, and an obedient hen-packed hus-
band. Indeed, to the latter circumstance might be owing that meek-
ness of spirit which gained him such universal popularity; for those
men are most apt to be obsequious and conciliating abroad, who are
under the discipline of shrews at home. Their tempers, doubtless,
are rendered pliant and malleable in the fiery furnace of domestic
tribulation; and a curtain lecture is worth all the sermons in the
world for teaching the virtues of patience and long suffering. A ter-
magant wife may, therefore, in some respects, be considered a tol-

erable blessing; and if so, Rip Van Winkle was thrice blessed.
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One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty
cents of it was in pennies. Pennies saved one and two at a time by
bulldozing the grocer and the vegetable man and the butcher until

one’s cheeks burned with the silent imputation of parsimony that
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such close dealing implied. . .
... In the vestibule below was a letter-box into which no letter
would go, and an electric button from which no mortal finger could

coax a ring.
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