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Foreword by Mr. James Lilley

A president’s inaugural speech is an invocation,
a call to future action, an expression of the hopes
and aspirations of a new-born administration. As
such, it characterizes and encapsulates not only a
president’s plans for the next four years, but also
captures the spirit of the times. The greatest of
these inaugural addresses have become a part of
our country’s heritage. From Lincoln’s plea that
“with malice toward none, with charity for all,...
let us strive...to bind up the nation’s wounds...” to
Kennedy’s to “ask not what your country can do for
you: Ask what you can do for your country,” to
Reagan’s summons to “renew our determination,
our courage, and our strength,” the words of our
presidents’ have often rallied the American people
to face the challenges ahead.

These speeches are sometimes eloquent, some-



times pedestrian, but they are always a window into
the American character.

Tamkang University in publishing these speech-
es has made an important contribution for our cul-
tural and intellectual exchanges.I am honored to be
asked to write this foreword and express my deep
appreciation to Tamkang.

PSS
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