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On the Feudal Monarchy of England
—From the Norman Conquest to Magna Carta
Meng Guanglin

Abstract

This book, directed by Historical Materialism, using the rich
historical sources and applying the method of statistics, inspects the
character and status of the feudal monarchy of England systematically
during the historical period which began with the Norman Conquest and
ended before the Magna Carta. Not only does this work expound
institutions of governance, laws and decrees of the English kings, but also
it inquires into the political psychology and political behaviour of the
kings, the secular aristocracy and church in England as well as the
related Christian theocratic tradition.

Based on concrete inspections, the author maintains that after the
Noman Conquest, as king of the Kingdom and as powerful feudal
suzerain, the kings of England took advantage of their dual political status
constantly, to surmount centripetal trend of feudalism and set up step by
step a centralized political system dominated by the kings in person and
their court. Thus, the feudal monarchy of England, while bearing the
imprint of private prerogatives of a feudal suzerain, became in fact the
political authority that exercised supreme public power over all subjects of

the kingdom. In addition, the author points out that, in spite of the fact
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that the feudal monarchy was in conflicts with the secular aristocracy and
the church in England, close political cooperation and political union
were main trends of their mutual relations. Generally, the secular
aristocracy and the church supported the monarchy. Sometimes indeed
their resistance and struggles also hindered the political centralization of
the kings in some degree, and imposed some limitations on the royal

power.
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