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Lesson Thirty - nine

Text
The Gift of Fire

The ancient Greeks told many stories to explain
things of nature. They imagined a whole family of gods
—creatures who were somewhat like humans but had great
powers. These gods were said to live on Mount Olympus.
The Greeks made up stories about each of the gods. One
story, concerning Prometheus, presents the Greek expla-
nation of how man got fire.

After Zeus became chief of all the gods on Mount
Olympus, he sent for Prometheus, a god who had fought
on his side and helped him win the war against
his enemies. In gratitude for Prometheus’s help, Zeus
gave him great power, He sent him to earth and told
him to make mortal man cut of clay. When Prometheus
had made his statues of men out of clay, said Zeus, he
would come and breathe life into them. There were to
be only men—no women or children.

Zeus told Prometheus to teach the mortals anything
they needed to know in order to live. He was also to
teach them the arts, so that they could build beautiful
temples to honor the gods. There was, in fact, only one
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thing he could not teach them.

“You may give the mortals any gift except the gift
of fire,” said Zeus. “Fire belongs to the gods only, and
must be kept on Mount Olympus.”

Prometheus was happy to be of service to man. He
taught people how to make their own tools and how to
build homes for themselves. He taught them how to
plant and grow their own food, and how to use animals
to make their work easier. He even taught them how
to make music and how to paint. But without fire, life
on earth was very difficult. Food had to be eaten raw;
houses could not be kept warm. Tools had to be of stone,
because there was no fire for working metal.

Athena, daughter of Zeus, had been watching over
Prometheus and had helped him in his work. Now,
because Prometheus was kind and wanted man to be
comfortable on earth, he called upon Athena to help him
get fire from Mount Olympus. She knew that Zeus was
away and promised to lead Prometheus to Mount Olympus
by a secret path.

Just as Prometheus arrived there, Apollo came back
from his day’s journey in his chariot of the sun.
Prometheus lit a torch from the chariot and put the fire:
in a hollow stalk that he concealed under his cloak.
Then he stole away without being seen by any of the
gods and brought his fire to earth.

Prometheus knew that when fire was discovered to
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have been stolen from the heavens Zeus would be very
angry and would punish Lim severely. But he also
knew that, powerful as Zeus was, once a god had
given a gift it could not be taken away. So he quickly
taught the mortals to use the gift of fire.

Soon Zeus returned to Mount Olympus. Loecking
down to earth at night, he saw sparks of light from
the earth, and he knew Prometheus had given man fire.
Angrier tnan he had ever been before, he called his son
Hephaestus, god of metalworking, and commanded:

“Go down to earth and capiurc rrometheus. Carry
him to the great mountain at the edge of the world.
Forge a metal chain that cannot be broken, and with
this chain bind Prometheus to a rock and leave him
there, with a vulture forever tearing at his vitals. He
shall stay there aiways, for he is an immorial and
cannot die. He will freeze in winter and be scorched in
summer. He will be an example to any wio dare to
disobey the god of the heavens.”

Sorrowfully, Hephaestus carried out his father’s
wishes. Because he had helped mankind, Prometheus
stayed chained to the rock for many years. Then at last
the mighty Hercuies came forth and broke the chain
forged by kephaestus — but that is another of the
wonderful stories of the Greeks.



New Words and Expressions

gift n.

fire (fais) n.
imagine (i‘maedzin) w.
god n.

somewhat adv.
concern (kan‘sa:nl) v.
present (pri‘zent) wv.

explanation n.

Prometheus (pro'mi:Ojuss) n.

gratitude (‘greetitju:d)} n.
mortal (‘mo:tl) n.
cilay n.

statue [(‘stxtju:l n.
breathe (bri:d) v.

art n.

hono(u)r (‘ond) v.s Ds
service n.

tool (tu:l] n.

paint (peint] V.

raw (ro:) adj.

metal n.

comfortable (‘kamfatobl) adj.

secret [ ‘si:krit) adj.
path [pa:6) n.
chariot (‘tfeerisot) n.
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torch n.,

hollow (‘holou) adj.
stalk (sto:k] n.
conceal (kon'si:l] .
cloak (kiosuk) n.
steal
angry (‘engri)
discover v.
(Chevn] n.

stole, stolen v.
adj.

heaven
severely (si‘vieli] adv.
spark n.

capture (‘kaptfa] V.
(edz) n.

forge v.

edge

chain n.; v.
bind (baind] bound, bound
Mvaltfe) n.
vitals (‘vaitlz) n.
forever (fo‘reve) adve.
(i‘mo:tl) n.
freeze froze, frozen v.
scorch [‘sko:t_[] Ve
example (ig‘za:mpl) n.
dare (ded) v.

disobey [(‘disa‘bei) v.
sorrowfully (‘sorofuli)

mankind n. (FERHO

vulture

immortal

adve.
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forth (f5:01 adv. 1A, o
come forth HE
wonderful (‘waAndoful) adj. E3 310!

1.

2.

4.

Notes to the Text

These gods were said to live ... 15 105X B3l fE e,

“to be said” = “pecple say (said) that” Z AR,

AANBL, FHE.

A strange new animal is said to have appeared in
the Jingpo Lake in the northeast.

it is said that some more students from the French
Department will be sent to study abroad before
the end of the year.

Mount Olympus AL, HEESHLU, & 979

ER, MtEhE AR SRR, Zeus EERR®K L.

Zeus (zjuss) W, HREHBERHEN. BELS

#hhk, Hades, Poseidom ZEfy#iBh T, 5XI&K) Titans

FHBETELE, BREBSAMIMRBEAN Cyclopes fy3%B),

M Titans, Zi—H, ik Hades 4SH1AR, Posei-

dom %#th, BOEEFEH, BHIEK.

Prometheus’s help AidtRBiA#KE, mASARLL

s R, £ «s” i#fE Gz), mERAFLLs g es

ZRMEm «’” , ZEAE.

#m: Charles’s (Mfa:lziz) desks Gauss’s (‘go:siz) meth-
od; the students’ club; the workers’ life

Food had to be eaten raw. iy BeEn 8y, X By

raw RAE, FMELIE food pyibiE. TE— 9
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6.

8.

10.

live

Houses could not be kept warm. i [REERIZH.
Athena (2'0i:n0) FEHLEE, Zeus Mok L, R&E MM
R BELLM, FIRBAREANERTHEEE. 8
L. B, BRISEFAS. BAERE TR A,
Apollo (o‘poulou) & Z M HBIE P HIKBAM, JEHAZHR
S5x ey, &M Zeus LT,
Hephaestus [hi‘fi:stes) #FHIBEWIXLT], Zeus N Hera
ZF, BER, ARREKEZM, bk Zeus HlEEHR,
Bigeh il s,
powerful as Zeus was .. SERBFHHAXFERNRD
el AT IEREIA as WiXFRAE. BRKSIR—IR
FiESHRIBAD, BEE ‘BR”, “RE” . %
#9611 4ns
Late as it was, they went on with their work.
Much as I am interested in modern novels, I seldom

have time to read them.
He shall stay there ... XB¥= AFRMA shall, 2
FREZMERRALSE. X

He shall go at once. (b HAL LE.

The enemy shall be wiped out completely.

BN —EE BB K,

Word Siudy

i. v.— to be alives to have life
If he goes on driving like a madman he won’t

live long.



An artist’s works live beyond his death.

2. V.— to have one’s home; to dwell
My uncle lives next door to us.

This house is not suitable to live in.

3. live on—to have as'one’s only food or income
Some animais live on meat, but some domestic

animals live on grass.
teach (taught, taught)

v.— to give knowledge or skill to sb.

My father teaches English at a middle school.

He was never taught painting.

The father said he was going to teach his
naughty son a lesson.

n.— teaching
We should study the teachings of the great

revolutionary leaders, and not just follow
blindly.
make (made, made)

1. v.— to have the qualities of
He would make a fine artist.

The hall would make a good theatre.

2. make of v.— to form; to change or produce
She made a skirt out of that piece of cloth.
The father wants to make a musician of his son.
What he said made him angry.

3. make up — v. to invent; to prepate
He made up such a story that everyone believed
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promise
1.

2.

3.

carty

2,

3!

him at first.

He made up another bottle of medicine.

The tea is made up from a mixture of several
types.

v.— to make a promise

I promised to return him the bieycle in good
condition.

They promised that the work would be done
the next Wéek.

promising adj. likely to be successful

He is a promising young man.

n.

Bhe said she would keep her promise.

The boy is showing great promise as a baseball
player.

v. — to take up sth. and move it from one place
to another

The woman was catrying a child in her arms.

The mailman carried a huge bag on his backe

v.— to do sth. or get it done; to fulfil

He cartied out his father’s wishes, left home
and went to join the Army.

We must carry out the orders immediately.

carry on — v. to continue; to keep going

He carried on the task left behind by his
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feilow students.
In spite of many difficulties he carried c¢xn the
work to a victorious end.

Exercises

1. Fill in the blanks with the given verbs in their
proper tenses and voice:

1) —HOW .eeseeses you (like) ancient Greek stories?
wseseser YOU (read) many of them?

—Oh, yes. I w.weeee (be) interested in read-
ing Greek stories since childhood, and now I
eessansee (read) a story about Prometheus,

2) Wang PiNg .eveese. (speak) French quite well.
She seeenae (study) French only for two years.
She weeeeees (begin) to read French novels in
the original. She NOW .wseees. (Write) a letter
in French to a friend of hers in Paris. She
eseserses (Write) this letter for more than an
hour.

3) — How long you .w.es. (be) in China, Mr.
Smith?

— About three weeks. I ..eeeee (visit) several '
cities in the south and ....... (come) to Bei-
jing only last Thursday. I .ueeeeee (give) lec-
tures on population study during the past
weeks and ..viees.. (learn) about some of China’s
population problems. I ,..cee.e. (be) glad that I
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4)

eeereesee (learn) something about the problems in
the Chinese population and ....ee (make) a
number of Chinese friends.

Dear Wenying,

We just ceeeeneee (Move) into our new house.
In fact, We weeseeses (COme) only three days ago.
I seseeerse (get) your letter at our old address
but I seeeeres (have) no time to answer it until
now.

You €Ver ......... (Move) house? As you
can imagine, We swesesee (WOrk) hard putting
the house in order. It .ee.e... (be) an exciting
time for us, fOor we alwaysS .weese (Want) to
live here on the outskirts of the town, only a
stone’s throw from open country. We now
weeseeeee (finish) painting the rooms. Everything
weessses (bE) in order by the end of the week.
We veceesss (HOPE) YOU sevresses (COme) and have
dinner with us next Sunday.

WE veveeesee (lo0k) forward to meeting you.

Yours,
Chenfang

Rewrite the following sentences, using the present
perfect tense and making other necessary changes.

Model: Did you go to Yan’an last year?
Have you been to Yan’an in the past

year?
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1)
2)

3)

4)
5)

6)

)]
8)

I got to know him about ten years ago.

Did you ever go to Shanghai after our last
meeting there?

My sister began to learn music when she was
only five years old.

Both my grandparents died two:years ago.
How many French films did you see after you
came to our institute?

My family came to live in this house in the
winter of 1973.

I saw him twice last week.

The speaker came here half an hour ago. Did
you see him?

3. Turn the following into English:

1)
2)
3
4)
)
6)
D
8)
9
10)
11)

oA W
BrEE2E—FRE LTHBT,
EBRKSUE NEITah4E,
LEEMY S ERINABIALRE S B,
W1 BB AT LIRS
BRM2RE M7

B E 4 AR R R .
Wl —BRE TR, RRAFNILER,
BNV FIEH R EETRIE,
HEWER, MERSEHIAL,
WMARYTHEK, —~EEFRKHBLL,

4. Answer the following questions on the texts

1) Where was Mount Olympus and what do you



5.

2)

5))

4

S)

6)

7)

8)

know about it?

Who was Zeus? What did he do to show his
gratitude to Prometheus?

What did Prometheus do for mankind? Was he
allowed to teach men everything that god could
do?

Why didn’t Zeus want men to have fire?

Did Prometheus know that it was dangerous
to disobey Zeus? Why did he steal fire for
mankind then?

How did Prometheus succeed in bringing fire
to the earth?

Did Zeus try to take fire back from the earth?
Why didn’t he?

Did he punish Prometheus for disobeying him?
How did Prometheus suffer from the severe

punishment?

Topics for oral practice:

9]

2)

What do you think of the two Greek gods—Zeus
and Prometheus—after reading this story?

Tell briefly one of the ancient Greek or Chinese
stories you have read about.
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Lesson Forty

Text
Now He Belongs to the Ages

Probably the most tragic day in the history of the
United States was Good Friday, April 14, 1865. On the
evening of that day, President Abraham Lincoln went
to Ford’s Theater in Washington D.C., to see a perfor-
mance of a popular play-——and' never returned.

The day had started out normally enough for the
President, with the usual round of office duties. The
city of Washington was still in a happy mood. Flags
flew across the streets and from many private and gov-
ernment buildings. The war had ended only a few
days before, and the people continued to celebrate.

The President enjoyed going to the theater and went
very often. Sometimes he even went to the theater with-
out a guard attending him. He had been criticised for
this, because of the possible danger to himself. But the
President’s answer had been: “I go simply because I
must have change. 1 laugh bzcause I must not weep:
that’s all.”

Yet Lincoln had no wish to attend the theater this
evening. He was physically worn out. The problems of
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