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Studies on the Foreign Relations of the the

Kingdom of Ryukyu, 1368—1661

On 15 July 1972, the author bought a valuable book entitled
“The Historical Records of Ryukyuw” which was read dJay and night,
since and then. Whenever he found any doubt about its account,
he usually went to consult with experts or try to find evidence to
clear 1it. Fdr ten years, he has been doing the same work almost
uninterruptedly. And the result is the eight essays included here:
1) “The relation between the Ming Dynasty and Ryukyu ”; 2) " The
relation between the Southern Ming and Ryukyu’:3) “The explanation
of the navigation roads between Ryukyu and China during the Ming
Dynasty; ° 4) The commercial realtion between Ryukyu and Thailand” ;
5) “The Relation between the Kingdom of Ryukyu and Malacca; 6)

4]

“The commercial relation between Ryukyu, Sumatra and Java " ; 7)

e

'he relation between Ryukyu and Korea” ;5 8) “A study on 'The

¥

Historical Records of Ryukyu' These are now presented to the
readers in a book form, totalling three hﬁndred thousand words. The
author here tries to point out the important role played by the
Kingdom of Ryukyu during the four hundred years from the fourteenth
to the seventeenth century.

The communication among the island nations usually rely on
nevigation, and navigation is made possible by the availability and
improvement of ships, nevigation technology and maps. Especially
the maritime map describing the ambassorial routs taken by the
Ming Dynas.y personnels. This is drawn by the author by following

Hsiau Chung-Yeh of the Ming Dynasty who drew the original taken

from his own experience in Ryukyu. The map is 26 1nches long
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and 6 inches wide, In addition, I draw a map describing the foreign
relations of Ryukyu which i1ncludes every seaports mentioned in the
essays. This ma'p IS my own creaiion. I also draw a picture
describing the ship given by the Ming Dynasty as gift to Ryukyu.
The original copy of this pictur'e was made by Hsu Po-Kuan of the
Ching Dynasty in his "~ The True Record of Chung-Hsan 7 With
regard to the building of ships and navigation technology, 1 have
already dicussed them in the essays published before: 1) " Studies
on the btuilding of ships in the Ming Dynasty”; 2) “The navigation
maps of Cheng Ho of the Ming Dynasty. ”

Professor Mr, Liu Hai-Ju, the director of the graduate Institute of the
Chinese Fronties in National Chengchi University, has asked me to
publish five of my essays (as numbered in the above: 1, 3, 4, 5,
6) in the official journal of that institute. I thank him. And
the other three (2, 7, 8) except that "A study of The Historical
Records of Kyukyu " is a revised version of the essay published 1in
" Publishing and Kesearch ™, are munuscripts published for the first
time. I

By collecting these essays in a book entitled the “Studies on
the Foreign Relations of the Kingdom of Ryukyu, 1368-1661" , the
author welcome any criticism this may incur. And last but not
least, he would say thanks to the managers of the Sl;udent Publishing
Company, Mr. Ting Wing-Ch'i and Mr. Chang Hong Yu, for their

kindness and assitance.

Hsu ‘Yu—Hu
5> May 1982

Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China
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